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ADVERTISEMENT. 


— 


nme. 


As theſe SERMONS have been favourably received, it 
was the Author's Intention to have publiſhed a 8E cO D 
VoLUME ; but he has been prevented by that conſtant and 
extreme Weakneſs of Sight, which has, for many Years, 
obſtructed his Studies and fruſtrated his Plans.—He ſtill, 

however, hopes, that he ſhall be enabled, at a future Time, 
to lay before the Publick ſome additional Diſcourſes. 
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was the Author's Intention to have publiſhed a Szcoxy 
VoLumE ; but he has been prevented by that conſtant and 
extreme Weakneſs of Sight, which has, for many Years, 


obſtructed his Studies and fruſtrated his Plans,He fill, 


however, hopes, that he ſhall be enabled, at a future Time, 
to lay before the Publick ſome additional Diſcourſes. 
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As the Author was at a diſtance from the Preſs, there 
may be ſome other trifling Errors, which it is hoped the Reader 
will correct. 
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Jog iv. 24. 
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GOD 18 A SPIRIT— 


* 
4 
d 1 
? 0 


AS the belief of a Gov is the firſt principle 
of all religion, it were ſurely needleſs to repeat 
the unanſwerable arguments which have been 
urged, by the philoſophers and divines of every 
age, in ſupport of this leading truth: To thoſe, 
irideed, who declare themſelves atheiſts, fuch a 
repetition would be neceſſary; but we, who 
have been aſſembled profeſſedly for the purpoſe 
of celebrating divine worſhip, cannot want 
conviction of the exiſtence of a Deity; ſince, 
he that cometh to God, muſt believe that he is * ; 


„ Heb. xl. 6. 


B 2 he 


4 » On the Nature of God. [Seam 1. 


that addreſſes himſelf to the Supreme Being, 
muſt be convinced that ſuch a Being exiſts. + 
Can there, really, be a creature fo groſsly in- 


ſenſible, as to live in a ſtate of perpetual de- 


pendance, yet remain ignorant of the Power on 
whom he depends? Is he warme by the Tun, 
and fed by the fruits of the earth} without per- 
ceiving that creative hand from which the ſun 
derived its luſtre, and the earth its fertility ? 
Is he deaf to the call of reaſon, and the per- 
ſuaſion of conſcience? Is he blind to the num- 
berleſs productions of nature, which . proclaim 
to-every- intelligent obſerver, © Theſe are the 
« works of an inviſible Goy?” Can he raiſe 
his eyes to the ſpacious firmament, and, while 
he beholds 7he moon walking in brightneſs, and 
the heavens glowing with innumerable ſtars, can 
he forget the mighty architect, who divided the 
light from the darkneſs, and firetched out the 
heavens as a curtain ?——Lift up your eyes on 
high, and behold who hath created theſe things. 
Howe ye not known? Have ye not heard? Hath 
it not been told you from the beginning? Have 


ye not underſtood from the foundations of - the 
bear [4 * ? * 


* Iſaiah xl. 26. 21. 


1 
99 


* 


Seu. 11 On the Nature of God. 3 
Srxcs, then, we can ſcarcely ſuppoſe, that, 
in an age which boaſts its attainments in ſcience, 
a real atheiſt will be found, we muſt rather 
conclude, that they who diſclaim their Maker, 
are inſtigated by a moſt prepoſterous and unpar- 
donable vanity, and think, by diſſenting from re- 
ceived opinions, to be eſteemed ſuperior in know- 
ledge and diſcernment to the reſt of mankind. 


Our preſent purpoſe, however, is briefly to 
inquire into the nature of that Being, of whoſe 
exiſtence no doubt can be entertained by- any 


een of a religious 1 8 70 


Tus inquiry will be founder no little im- 
portance, ſince our ideas of religion muſt be 
falſe and mean, or juſt and exalted, in propor- 
tion to our conceptions of that Divinity, who is 
the ſource, as well as the object, of all religion. 
If the root be unſound, how can the tree 
flouriſh ?—Will not its leaves wither, its 
branches decay, and produce no fruit at the 


expected ſeaſon to reward the toil of the 


planter? But if the root be healthy, the tree 
will be vigorous; the ſun will not warm it 
without effect, nor the dew of heaven water it 
in vain; at the appointed time it will put forth 


3 c its 


| 6 On the Nature of God. [Scxm, I. 


3 its leaves and bloſſoms, and bend under the 
weight of- luxuriant abundance. | 


Ir is, therefore, highly neceſſary that we en- 
deavour to fix in our minds juſt and proper 
ſentiments of God; ſince it is certain, that if 
we know Him not as he is, we cannot worſhip 
Him as we ought; if the notions we form of 
his eſſence and attributes are confined or abſurd, 
the homage we pay Him will be unworthy of 
the Divine Majeſty; and that zeal, which ſhould 
[ guide us in the path of truth, will involve us 
ſtill further in the mazes of error. 


1 Tuar part f man which is inviſible and 
immortal, is called the /ou! or ſpirit: Thoſe 
* beings who are ſuperior to us, and who are 
| \ ſuppoſed to be the more immediate inſtruments 
| in performing the will of the Creator, are diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the ſame appellation;—< He 
maketh his angels ſpirits.“ Hand the Evageliſt 
aſſures us, that Gop zs 4 Spirit. While we are 
confined to this globe, and our mental percep- 
| tions are limited by the connection of the mind 


with the body, we conceive but very faint and 


* Flal. civ. 4. and Heb. i. 7. 


indiſtinct 
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indiſtinct ideas of the unembodied ſpirit: We 
can diſcover nothing with certainty of the im- 
material inhabitants of happier regions; we 
trace but imperfectly the faculties even of our 
own ſouls; and can we then hope to fathom- 
Him who fills all ſpace? Who is effentially 
preſent every where, yet viſible no where? 


Whoſe ways are not as our ways, and whoſe 
thoughts are not as our thoughts ? | 


Yer, becauſe we can diſcover little, ſhall we 
diſcover nothing ? Shall we fit down in criminal 
ignorance, and make the weakneſs of human 
underſtanding an excuſe for ſhameful and de- 
ſtructive indolence ? Shall we, like the Samari- 
tans, worſhip we know not whom? Let us 
rather call upon every power that is within us 
to aſſiſt our reſearches, having this aſſurance to 
ſtimulate our diligence, Ze fhall find me, when 
ye ſearch for me with all your heart*. 


Taz firſt thing which occurs to us, in con- 
fidering the nature of a ſpirit, is, its oppoſition 
to corporeal ſubſtance : The body is, of itſelf, 
a dull, uninformed maſs, compoſed of periſhable 


Jer. xxix. 13. 


matter. 


BY | On the Nature of God. | [Stn & + 
matter, ſubject to perpetual changes, and to 


— ſpeedy diſſolution : The ſpirit is an active, pe- 


netrating, and enlivening principle, which. be- 
ing immaterial, can neyer decay, and which is 
ſubject only to ſuch changes, as ariſe from its 
immediate connection with the body. Our 

earthly tabernacle, raiſed from the duſt, hath a 
conſtant tendency to every thing that 18 groſs. 


and ſenſual ; while the never-dying ſpirit would 


burſt from its confinement, elevated by greater 
attractions, and thirſting after ſuperior pleaſures; 
but the paſſions and prejudices acquired in its 
mortal habitation, are as chains, which bind it 
down.to earth, and prevent it from reaching 
thoſe heights, to which its aſpiring nature ſeems 
capable of ſogring. 


| Ws will not here join with thoſe who lament 


the faint degrees of knowledge and cxcellence, 


which the ſoul, in its preſent ſtate, can attain. 


\_ - © This perhaps were, in ſome degree, to arraign _ 


the wiſdom and goodneſs of that Being, to 
whom we are indebted for all our capacities and 
advantages, for every thing that we know, for 
every thing that we enjoy.—Men, indeed, by 
dwelling on the imbecility of our intellect, may 
find an ample theme for declamation ; but 

while 


5 
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while they are exaggerating our weakneſs, and 
expoſing every latent ſpot and blemiſh of cor- 
rupted man, they forget, or purpoſely overlook, 
the many and great attainments of the human 
mind, even in its preſent limited and degenerate 
ſtate. What variety of knowledge is within 
the reach of perſevering induſtry! Hath not 
man removed almoſt every obſtacle which lay 
in the path of ſcience ? Hath he not riſen ſu- 
perior to numberleſs difficulties, and made ſuch 
diſcoveries as ſtrike us with aſtoniſhment in the 
review? Can he not trace cauſes by their 
effects, and demonſtrate effects from their cauſes, 
with the niceſt preciſion? Can he not examine 
the productions of the earth which he inhabits, 
explain their various properties, and convert them 
all to his pleaſure and convenience? But, not 
contented with this narrow ſphere of action, 
hath he not extended his views beyond this 
globe, and aſcertained the magnitude, diſtances, 
and revolutions of the heavenly bodies? It 
were endleſs, and perhaps foreign to the preſent 
purpoſe, to enumerate what the mind of man is 
capable of acquiring; and I have only thus 
briefly touched upon the ſubject, that we may 
form ſome idea of the great powers of a SPIRIT, 
even when clogged with mortality. 

YET 


S 


ET 0, the Nature God. Lszau. I. 


Vr how ſuperior to us muſt thoſe angelic 
Spirits be, who ſurround the throne of Omipo- 
' tence, and are thought worthy to approach Him, 
_from whoſe face the earth and the heavens fled- 
away * They are not confined to a ſingle 
planet, beyond which they can only roam in 
fancy, nor limited to a few fleeting years of 
exiſtence, the greater part of which muſt be 
employed in providing for the wants of the 
body ; they are not chilled by deſpondence, 
fired by rage, or blinded by prejudice; all local 
extenſion is theirs to explore, and an eternity 
is before them ; they have no appetites that call 


aloud for gratification, nor paſſions that will 
ſcarcely be controlled. | 


Bur in what language can we clethe our 
conceptions of the FATHER oF $PIRITS? Irre- 
fiſtible in power, for He /pake, and it was done f; 
unbounded in wiſdom, for He knoweth all 
things 5 infinite in goodneſs, for /ook how high 
the heaven is in compariſon of the earth, ſo great 
is bis mercy alſo towards them that fear him 8; 
unchangeable in his eſſence, for God is the /ame 


„Rev. xx. IT. | 8 John lil. 20. 
+ Plal. 2x Iii. 9. + Pſal, cili, 2. 


yefterday, 
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yeſterday, to-day, and for ever“; uninfluenced 
by thoſe motives which ſway mankind, he makes 
the unalterable obligations of juſtice, mercy, 
and truth, the only rule of his government; and 
though he knows no law but his own will, he 
cannot, from the excellency of his nature, do 
any thing cruel or unjuſt. 


Every one muſt have obſerved that, in the 
holy ſcriptures, epithets are ſometimes prefixed 
to the name of Gop, and actions aſcribed to 
him, which, ſaith the objector, are utterly in- 
conſiſtent with a ſpiritual and unchangeable 
Being ; ſuch as, The Lord thy God is a jealous 
God F.—1t repented the Lord that he had made 
man, and it grieved him at his beart . And the 
Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart S. Awake, why 
lee peſt thou, O Lord||.—Bow down thine ear to 
me C.—with many other expreſſions of the ſame 
kind. But can the OwnieoTenT be jealous ? 
Can the immutable Creator repent, and feel 
that ſenſation of ſorrow which his weak crea- 
tures experience? Will the ALL-MERCFFUL 
harden the hearts of his people, and preclude 


* Heb. xiii. 3 $ Exod. xi. 10. 
+ Exod. xx. 5, [| Pfal. xliv. 23. 
| Gen, vi. 6. J Pal. zxxi. 2. 


them 


4 On the Nature of God, Cszau. I. 
them from penitence? Hath the GR TAT SpIRITr 
affections, paſſions, bodily organs ?—Groſs muſt 
be our ideas of our Maker, if we take theſe 
paſſages in a literal ſenſe, and aſcribe to the 
Deity the feelings and imperfections of man: 
But, fince we can only delineate what we know, 
and judge of thoſe things which are not ſeen, 
by thoſe things which are ſeen, ſince none can 
form any conception of what they have never 
beheld, but, by comparing it with ſomething 
familiar to their obſervation, we are obliged, 
when we ſpeak of ſuperior beings, to deſcribe 
their actions in the ſame words in which we 
_ deſcribe the actions of mortals ; and, as no man 
bath ſeen God at any time, nor been connected 
with any creature more exalted than himſelf, 
his fancy clothes the Creator in a human form. 
When we would repreſent the glory of his 
habitation, our ideas are borrowed from terreſ- 
trial ſplendor ; we ſuppoſe him ſeated on a 
golden throne, while millions of vaſſals pay 
homage to him, and every thing, to which 
mankind have affixed the ideas of great and 
magnificent, ſurrounds him ; yet this 1s but the 
reſemblance of an earthly monarch : Nor, when 
our imagination paints him as the puniſher of 
the wicked, do we ceaſe to conſider him as a 
CEE | corporeal 


San. LI i © On. the Nature of God. 28" 
corporeal agent; for we image to ourſelves an 
avenging Ruler, graſping his lightnings and 
rolling his thunder, directing the tempeſt and 
controlling the elements.—Bow iby heavens; O 
Lord, and come down ; touch the mountains, and 
they ſhall ſmoke ; caſt forth ligbining and kurt 
them ; ſhoot aut thine arrows aud n them. 


Tus the . made uſe of he ihe 
prophets, which aſcribe bodily organs and 
human paſſions to the Deity, were. not ſelected 
by choice, but adopted through neceſſity. The 
Jews, who were a coarſe and unlettered people, 
could not have underſtood refined ſpeculations 
on the divine eſſence; and, indeed, when the 
Almighty is repreſented as an agent, we muſt 
uſe nearly the ſame terms to the moſt cultivated; 
for human language can only deſcribe human 
actions; the tongue of a finite and imperfect 
creature, cannot deſcribe an infinite and in- 
viſible Gov. | 


oy 


Bur our conceptions of Him, perhaps, will 
riſe much higher than our words can expreſs 3 
and nothing will ſo enlarge the mind as frequent 


Pſalm exliv. 5 , 6, 


meditation 
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meditationonthatgreatand OMNIPOTENTSPIRIT, 
in whom we live, and move, and have our being. 
This cannot be conſidered as a dull and taſteleſs 
duty, fit only for cloiſtered - prieſts, or aged 
devotees ; ſince i produces the higheſt gratifi- 


cation which the ſoul is capable of receiving. 


The nobleſt pleaſure we feel ariſes from the 
beauty, magnificence, or ſublimity of the object 


before us: Every thing that is beautiful, is 


comprehended in the idea of the ALL-PER FECT; ; 
every thing that is magnificent and ſublime 


ruſhes upon our minds when we reflect on HI 


who maketh the clouds his chariot, and walketh upon 
the wings of the wind. 


— 
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GOD 1$ A SPIRIT; AND THEY WHO WORSHIP HIM, 
MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH, 


IN the preceding diſcourſe I confidered the 
nature of a ſpirit, and endeavoured to excite 
ſome faint ideas of the Arr-ruting MinD 
which animates the univerſe. Gop is incor- 
poreal and intellectual]; not an object of the 
| ſenſes, but of the underſtanding. His power is 
_ unbounded, his wiſdom unſearchable, and his 
mercy and truth are as laſting as eternity.— 
How much might be urged on this great ſub- 
ject! But I ſhall content myſelf at preſent with 

| Ms what 


28 | | On the Worſhip of God. [SzrM, II. 
what hath been already ſaid, and inquire into 
the modes of worſhip that have prevailed in 
different. parts of the world. | 


— 


— 


Tuxxx is ſcarce a country, which perſevering 
curioſity hath diſcovered, whoſe inhabitants are 
without any forms of religion. Man, in his 
moſt uncultivated ſtatey plainly perceives that 
there is a ſuperior intelligence, from whom the 
human race proceed, and on whom they de- 
pend: This conviction, even in a ſavage, if it 
does not produce gratitude, will certainly 
awaken fear; if it does not move him to return 
acknowledgments for bounties already received, 
will at leaſt incite him, by ſubmiſſion and en- 
treaty, to deprecate the wrath of that Governor, 
| who hath power to puniſh as well as to reward. 
Thus every people, however ignorant, will 
adopt ſome mode of addrefling the Creator, 
conformable to the ſtate of their minds, and 
their ways of life: The rough barbarian, who 
is perpetually mixing in bloody conteſts, thinks 
of no other deity but a God of Battles, and de- 
corates the altar with the ſpoils of war, as the 
means of obtaining protection in future com- 
bats; while the mild and more civilized huſ- 
bandman looks up to a Power producing 


plenty, 


Seam. II.) ' On the Worſhip of God. 19 


plenty, and reſerves for the inviſible Benefac- 
tor the firſt-fruits of his induftry, that the 


earth may again bring forth in liberal abun- 
dance. 


Tux religious rites, practiſed by the natives 
of America when they were firſt viſited by the 
Spaniatds, were found to be abſurd and cruel : 
Several tribes paid divine honours to noxious ' 
animals; many deified their departed heroes, 
or their chiefs while they were yet alive; and 
others, ſomewhat more intelligent, attracted by 
the great objects of nature, adored the ſun, the 
moon, and the ſtars, from whoſe genial warmth 
and cheering light they derived ſo many bleſ- 
ſings. But even the moſt poliſhed community 
of the weſtern world, conſidered their gods as 
delighting in human blood: The wretched 
captives taken in war were dragged into their 
temples, and butchered in the edifices conſe- 
crated to piety; and, while the conquerors 
ſtood by exulting, the reeking hearts of the 
victims were preſented as an offering acceptable 
to the Deity: Nor were the enemies they had 
ſubdued the only objects of this ſavage ſlaugh- 
ter ; multitudes of their own people were yearly 
devoted to death: Even the parent, forgetful 
Cc 2 r 
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of every enki and inſenſible to the ſtrong- 
eſt ties of nature, deſerted the deareſt objects 


of his affection, and ſacrificed his children to a 
ſenſeleſs idol. — 


Bur if we turn away with diſguſt and horror 
from the American, who is naturally trained 
to cruelty by incitement and example, or with 
ſcorn and contempt from the unenlightened 
Indian, who falls down before an heifer, or an 
image the workmanſhip of his own hands, 
what ſhall we ſay to the cultivated governments 
of Greece and Rome, who, at a time when moſt 
of the arts were brought to the higheſt degree 
of perfection, had ſuch falſe ideas of Gop, ſuch 
inconſiſtent notions of religion, and ſuch diſ- 
graceful forms of worſhip, as are not now to be 
found, but among ſavages, totally uninformed 
and barbarous? Their Deities were repreſented 
as unjuſt, revengeful, intemperate, and luſtful ; 
ſubject to all the paſſions of men, and, in gene- 
ral, more depraved than their corrupt worſhip- 
pers. The adoration paid to gods like theſe 
was worthy of their impure and ſenſual cha- 
| rater; for we find that the ceremonies of the 
| heathens were ridiculous, obſcene, and abomi- 
nable. . 


Ir 
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Ir may be ſaid, that the learned of thoſe 
countries rejected the belief of ſuch monſtrous 
divinities, whoſe exiſtence was only credited by 
the unlettered vulgar, and that the philoſophers 
entertained juſt and lofty ideas of the Supreme 
Being: It is true that many wonderful teachers 
aroſe, even amidſt the darkneſs of paganiſm, 
who maintained the unity of the Godhead, en- 
forced the obligations of natural religion, and 
laboured to regulate the lives of their diſciples 
by the rules of morality ; but the bulk of the 
people, little affected by ſpeculative reaſoning, 
and wholly inſenſible to the beauty of virtue, 
continued the dupes of * and the 
ſlaves of ſenſuality. £ 
Travs we ſee that mankind, whether in a 
natural or in a civilized ſtate, are never taught 
by the mere force of reaſon to worſhip Gop in 
Spirit and in truth: The Almighty, therefore, 
vouchſafed to reveal himſelf to his creatures, 
and the Jews were ſelected to receive the firſt 
declaration of his will. To them a law was 
preſcribed, abounding in outward obſervances, 
which were either typical of ſomething to come, 
or neceſſary to catch the attention of the mul- 
titude, who, if their forms of devotion had 
been more ſimple, would ſoon have been en- 
+7; "088 tirely 
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tirely carried away by the gaudy and pompous 
idolatry of the nations that ſurrounded them 5 
In the Old Teſtament we find many of the at- 
tributes and perfections of the IH VAN, de- 
ſcribed with the energy and ſublimity of divine 
inſpiration; and exhortations to virtue, and diſ- 
ſuaſions from vice, urged with all the force of 
truth, and clothed. in the moſt beautiful ſim- 
plicity of language: But the variety of ordi- 
nances, though adapted with infinite wiſdom 
to the diſpoſition of the people at the time of 
their eſtabliſhment, were not deſigned to be 
permanent: The Iſraelites, corrupt in their 
lives, perverted the true meaning of their ab- 
lutions and ceremonies, and placed their whole 
dependance upon external acts, notwithſtanding 

they were fo frequently told by their prophets, 
that Gon required mercy rather than ſacrifice. 
The Moſaic inſtitution, therefore, was but the 
introduction to a more perfect revelation ; and 
when learning began to ſhine upon almoſt all | 
the kingdoms of the earth, and the mind of 
man was ſufficiently prepared by ſcience and 
philoſophy to entertain ſo pure and unadorned 
a diſpenſation, the Gosezr ſtepped forth, in all 
the beauty of holineſs, to captivate, convince, 
and reform the world. 


= Yzr, 
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Yer, notwithſtanding the peculiar excellence 
of its laws, and the convincing evidence of its 
- authority, Chriſtianity met with powerful and 
ſteady oppolition.. The kings of the earth flood 
up, and the rulers took counſel together, againſt the 
Lord, and againſt his anointed.* The prieſts and 
governors of the Jewiſh nation perſecuted the 
diſciples of Jeſus from city to city; and the 
lords and princes of the Gentiles delivered up 
the preachers of righteouſneſs to impriſonment - 
and death. Blind guides appeared to miſlead, 
falſe prophets aroſe to deceive, and many de- 
parted from the faith, giving heed to ſeducing 
ſpirits and doctrines of devils. 


Taz impoſtor Mahomet, as the beſt means * 
of attaining that eminence which his unbounded 
ambition incited him to acquire, pretended to 
a divine commiſſion. As many paſſages in his 
Koran are borrowed from the Old and New 
Teſtament, we muſt not wonder if his deſerip- 
tions are ſometimes ſublime, and his precepts 
juſt; but to theſe he hath joined many abſur- 
dities, the fruitful offspring of his own fancy. 
To his opponents he threatened inevitable de- 


* Pſalm ii. 2, | + I Tim. iv. 1. 


C4 ſtruction, 
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ſtruction, to his followers he promiſed uninter- 
rupted enjoyment ; and artfully adapted his ac- 
counts of Paradiſe to the ſenſual appetites of 
the Arabians. A ſyſtem of faith, thus calcu- 
lated to allure the herd of mankind, had the 
| additional power of the ſword to enforce it; and 
thoſe who could not be won by the hopes of 
plunder, nor attracted by the expectation of his 
imaginary heaven, were proceeded againſt with 
all the rigour of war, and were compelled, after 
the ſlaughter of their friends and the devaſtation 
of their country, to acknowledge his authority, 
and receive his doctrine. 


Bor ſome who were eſteemed the moſt ſtre- 
nuous advocates for the Goſpel impeded its 
progreſs by their diſſenſions and animoſities.— 
In the earlieſt ages of Chriſtianity, the gentle 
precepts of the Saviour were forgotten or de- 
ſpiſed by many of thoſe who called themſelves 
his followers ; and the genuine worſhip of Gop, 
in ſimplicity and truth, in meekneſs and charity, 
was interrupted by furious diſcord and ſangui- 
_ nary perſecution. At length the Church of 
Rome arrogated to herſelf a dominion over the 
conſciences of men, aſſumed a power civil as 
well as ecclefiaſtical, controlled the councils of 

princes, 
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princes, and kept nations in awe by her daring 
anathemas. Who would have imagined, that 
a religion ſo pure, ſo mild, and ſo humble as the 
Chriſtian, could have been perverted to, ſo 
groſs, ſo arbitrary, and ſo haughty a ſuper- 
ſtition? But without entering at preſent into a 
minute inveſtigation of her opinions, or a need- 
leſs refutation of her tenets, I ſhall only mention 
a few inſtances, which will ſufficiently ſhew, 
that this Church does not worſhip Gop in /pirit 
and in truth. 


Sur hath burthened her votaries with a thou- 
ſand frivolous and uſeleſs injunctions, which, 
like the- traditions of the Phariſees, divert the 
mind from the more important duties of the- 
moral law. She hath availed herſelf of every 
method to dazzle the ſenſes and miſlead the 
judgment: The magnificent decorations of her 
temples, the glittering ſplendor. of her altars, 
the conſecrated veſſels, the fuming incenſe, fix 
the attention and gain the hearts of the weak 
and unthinking ; while the gaudy trappings of 
the prieſts, and their artful practice of repeating 
the ſervice in a language not underſtood by the 
congregation, impreſs the bulk of the people 
with a ſubmiſſive reſpect and blind veneration 
for 
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for their miniſters: which muſt be conſiderably | 


increaſed by the power they have aſſumed of 


giving abſolution, and of granting indulgences. 

How inconſiſtent is all their pomp of de- 
votion, with the plain and admirable inſtructions 
of Jesus to his diſciples hen ye pray, uſe not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do ; for they think 
they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking : But 
enter into thy cloſet, and, when thou haſt ſhut thy 
door, pray to thy Father which is in ſecret, and thy 
Father, which ſeeth in ſecret, hall reward thee 


— 


openly.* Can we then for a moment doubt, 


that the ſilent addreſs of the ſoul to its Creator 
is infinitely more acceptable to the Father of 


Spirits, than all the pageantry of maſſes and 
6 2 


Bor the great charge of idolatry, which has 
been brought againſt the Romaniſts, they have 


not, with all their ſkill and ſubtlety, been able 


to refute. We are forbidden to make the likeneſs 
of any thing in heaven above, or in the earth be- 
neath, or the water under the earth, to bow down 
10 it, F worſhip it. They may in vain tell us, 


* Matt. vi. 7. 


that 


Seu. II.] On the Worſhip of God. 47 


that when they fall down before an image, or a 
picture, they do not adore that image, or that 
picture, but only the inviſible perſon it repre- 
ſents ; fince the heathens of old, who were con- 
feſſedly idolaters, were not ſo ſenſeleſs as to 
conſider their images of wood and ſtone as real 
gods ; but they, equally with the catholics, ad- 
dreſſed themſelves to ſtatues, as the figures or 
ſymbols: of their deities —Yet though it were 
ſo, that eſtabliſhment muſt be idolatrous, which 
allows for the object of adoration the ſoul of a 
dead man becauſe it hath been canonized by a 
pontiff, when it is expreſsly declared, by that 
authority to which we all appeal, Thou ſhalt 
worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 


Tus we are led to conclude, that the various 
religions which have been embraced by man- 
kind, were either wholly erroneous or ſhame- 
fully corrupted. Some nations, uninſtructed 
by the prophet or the ſage, have been reſigned, 
to intellectual darkneſs, while others have been 
miſled by falſe guides, who perverted the truth, 
and taught for doctrines the commandments of men. 


Matt. iv. 10. 


We 
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We are next to conſider the faith which we 
profeſs, that we may be able to determine 
whether theſe words of Chriſt can be applied 
to the Reformed Church, The hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
Father in ſpirit and in truth, for the Father ſeeketh 
ſuch to worſhip him.“ 


"2 Jobs iv. 23. 


— 


SERMON 111. 


Forn iv. 24. 


GOD 1S A SPIRIT; AND THEY WHO WORSHIP HIM, 
MUST WORSHIP HIM IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH. | 


HAVING already made ſome few obſervations 
on the nature of Gop as a Spirit, and given a 
ſhort account of the moſt conſiderable modes 
of worſhip which have been practiſed by man- 
kind in different ages, we are now to review 


our preſent ſyſtem of faith and practice. 


Ix purſuing this ſubject, I ſhall not enter into 

a minute and frivolous detail of the various 
ſects and perſuaſions among us; ſtill leſs am I 
inclined 


1 
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inclined to weary you with a tedious and uſeleſs 
refutation of the errors, or an indecent de- 
riſion and coritempt of the opinions, of others; 
though there are ſome ſchiſms which ſhould be 
oppoſed by divines with all the force of argu- 
ment and authority of ſcripture, becauſe the 
tenets they hold are evidently deſtructive of 
virtue and morality, the great end and aim of 
true religion. 0 v8 


Tux Reformers, when they engaged in the 
important and arduous deſign. of ſhaking off 
the chains with which the Romiſh uſurpation 
had fettered mankind, could not be expected 
to overcome every prejudice that had ſo long 
miſled the world, and eſtabliſh at once a com- 
plete and univerſal reformation. Man, by flow 
and almoſt imperceptible degrees, approaches 
perfection, but never attains it. The miſt 
which bigotry, ignorance, or cunning had 
ſpread over the world, was too great to be ſoon 
diſſipated, and permit the benignant light of the 
Goſpel to ſhine forth in all its genuine and un- 
ſullied luſtre. | EE 


Tnovon much was done at firſt, ſomething 
remained for ſucceeding generations to improve; 
6 3 | but 


1 
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but perhaps it may now be ſaid, that we have 
acquired as juſt and pure ideas of theology as 
the blindneſs and infirmity of human nature are 
capable of entertaining. Our divines ſeem to 
have abandoned the dry and unprofitable de- 
bates of ſchool-divinity, and, inſtead of per- 
plexing themſelves with arguments totally un- 
intelligible to the bulk of their impatient 
hearers, and diſguſting and unedifying to the 
few who might poſſibly comprehend them ; in- 
ſtead of thus waſting their time and talents, - 
they now call the attention of their congregation 
to plain and neceſſary articles of faith, and the 
indiſpenſable duties of practicable piety. 


Tur Proteſtant Church hath aboliſhed the 
pomp and idolatry of Romiſh worſhip ; ſne 
hath ſtrictly forbidden her votaries to bow be- 
fore an image, or addreſs themſelves to a pa- 
tron ſaint. She hath ſtripped the prieſt of his 
tinſel attire, and denied his power of abſolution 
and remiſſion ; declaring that he cannot, by any 
authority veſted in him as a miniſter, free the 
laity from the ghilt of fin; but can only, as an 
expounder of ſcripture, explain the terms of 
ſalvation, and repeat the affurances of the 
Goſpel, that all who believe and obey ſhall find 

D mercy _ 


. 
: 
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mercy and favour. Gop © pardoneth all thoſe 

that truly repent,” not thoſe who are abſolved 
by the breath of an ecclefiaſtick ; He accepts 
thoſe who worſhip him in /pirit and in truth, not 
thoſe who make magnificent donations to uſcleſs 
monaſteries, or preſent ſplendid offerings at 
gaudy ſhrines ; who oftentatiouſly feed the ſloth 
of the living, or vainly decorate the tombs of 


the dead. Our clergy are taught to drop all 


pretenſions to oppreſſive authority, and, by gen- 
tleneſs and patience, by exhortation and ex- 
ample, to win the hearts of offenders; and, in- 
ſtead of thundering in the ears of the multitude 
the denunciations of a pontiff, to ſhew them the 
danger of incurring His diſpleaſure, who will 


Acatter the wicked as chaff before the wind. 


Tux Church of England, though it hath been 


_ accuſed by ſome ſectaries of retaining too much 
of Romiſh ceremony, hath not eſtabliſhed thoſe | 


rites which arm the prieſt with any undue influ- 


' ence, or load the people with any burthenſome 


ſuperſtition: The forms which ſhe hath adopted 


are few, and their intent is obvious. She aſ- 
ſumes no pretenſions to infallibility, but openly 
_ declares, that, © although the Church be a wit- 


* neſs and a keeper of holy writ, yet, as it ought 
| cc * not 


W 
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* not to decree any thing againſt the ſame, 
“ ſo, beſides the ſame, ought it not to enforce 
any thing to be believed for neceſſity of ſal- 
te vation. To the ſcripture ſhe appeals for 
the truth of all her aſſertions, and bids us try 
her tenets by that unerring rule. 


As our Church hath expoſed the abſurd and 
dangerous errors of the papal See, ſo hath ſhe 
been careful not to obtrude upon mankind any 
new and imperfect opinions of her own. She 
hath endeavoured to promote that kind of wor- 
| ſhip which is moſt ſuitable to the ſpiritual nature 
of Gop : She teaches us to confeſs our ſins and 
unworthineſs; to implore forgiveneſs ; to return 


our acknowledgments for the mercies we have - 


received, and to entreat, with humility and 
ſubmiſſion, the continuation of the favour and 
protection of the ALMIGHTY. 


Even from this confined and curſory view 
we may perceive, that the Proteſtant religion is 
the only one now ſubſiſting, agreeable to reaſon, 
and conformable to the Goſpel: We have ſeen 
the inſufficiency of the light of nature, we have 


Article xx. 
D 2 ſeen 
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ſeen the corruptions which have diſgraced reve- 
lation ; then let us neither be moved by. the 
cavils of ſcepticiſm, nor the caſuiſtry of popery; 
but be equally on our guard, to reſiſt the empty © 
ridicule of the one, and the ſubtle refinements 
of the other; remembering, that however 
ſpeciouſly they may ſtrike our ears, they are but 
as ſounding braſs or a tinkling cymbal. 
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Wr come now to enquire, with what offerings 
and with what diſpoſition each individual ſhould 
approach his Creator, either when he unites 
with his fellow-creatures in prayer. and thankſ- 
giving in the temples. conſecrated to devotion, 
or addreſſes himſelf to Gop in ſolitude and re- 
tirement. 


Ir is obvious, that the homage which we 
are required to pay, cannot be in the leaſt 
ſerviceable to the great Author of our exiſtence: 
God, being, of himſelf, all- powerful, can re- 
ceive no addition to his authority from the ſub- 
miſſion of thoſe, whom he can at all times com- 
pel to obedience; Gop, being, of himſelf, all- 
ſufficient, can receive no augmentation of his 
felicity from the affection of his creatures, nor 
any increaſe of honour and majeſty from the 

acclamations 


3 
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acclamations of the ſons of men: Nay, to Him, 
ſo far above all creation, the ſongs of angels and 
celeſtial ſpirits can bring no addition of glory 
or dominion. Then wherefore ſhould man, the 
weakeſt and meaneſt of rational creatures, ap- 
proach, with imperfect adoration, the throne 
of Omnipotence ? How can the praiſes of man 
be acceptable to that Power who' cannot be 
dignified by the breath of immortals? to that 
Power, who felt no acquiſition of honour when 
the morning flars ſang together, and all the ſons 


of God ſhouted for joy f 


Bur though we can add nothing to perfection, 
we may ſhew ourſelves ſenſible of his greatneſs, 
and our dependance; we may ſhew that his grace 
is not given us in vain; and, by reflecting on his 
nature, and acknowledging his goodneſs, we 
may improve our faculties, and acquire freſh 
motives to obedience. Men are commanded to 
pray without ceaſing, not that the Creator may be 
exalted by their prayers, but that the creature 
may be made more perfect; not becauſe 
devotion is beneficial to Gop, but becauſe it 
is the ſource of comfort and happineſs to 
man. 


D 3 THE 
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Tae ſame reaſon which prompts us to give 
thanks to the all-ruling Providence for his 
mercies paſt, urges us to entreat his future 
bounties ; for, though be knoweth what things we 
have need of before we aſk him,* yet it is highly 
requiſite that we ſhould thus ſhew our truſt in, 
and dependance upon Gov, and learn, by con- 
ſtantly imploring every thing from Him alone, 
to place leſs confidence in the world; to wean 
our minds from temporal delights and vicious 
gratifications ; and to fix our affections on thoſe 
ſpiritual advantages and unfading treaſures, 
which become us to ſolicit, and which He hath 

promiſed to beſtow. | 

Sixce then it is neceſſary to draw nigh unto 
Him, in what manner ſhall we addreſs he high 
and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity? Few have 
doubted the expediency of ſome kind of wor- 
ſhip ; but what diverſity of opinions hath been 
formed reſpecting the mode of approaching 
Gov ?—}herewith fhall* I come before the Lord, 
and buw myſelf before the high God? Shall I give 
my firft-born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of- my 
body for the fin of my foul ? F Let the deities of 


= Matt, vi, 8. 7 Mic. vi. 6, 7. 


ſavages 
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ſavages be appeaſed with ſlaughter and devaſta- 


tion; let their altars be ſtained with the blood of 


human victims; in their temples let parents 5 
plunge the dagger into the breaſts of their chil. 
dren, and preſent the bleeding heart an offering 
of horror Our Gop hath declared, that be 
carcaſes of the people who have burned their ſons 
and their daughters in the fire, fhall be meat for the 
fowls of heaven, and for the beaſts of the earth.* 
Shall I offer the fruits of the field, or the un- 
blemiſhed firſtlings of my flock ? Will the Lord 
be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or with ten 
thouſands of rivers of oil? F Let the deities of 
pagans delight in the multitude of offerings, 
and the fat of fed beaſts; the ſacriſices of God 
are a broken ſpirit ; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not deſpiſe FT. Shall I mortity 
my body with abſtinence ? ſhall I torture my 
fleſh with whips of iron? ſhall I clothe myſelf 
in ſackcloth, and bow down my head as a bull- 
ruſh ?—Rend your hearts, and not your garments, 
and turn ye to the Lord your God. 5 


Wirnu humility and contrition, with meek- 
| neſs and charity, with veneration and ſubmiſ- 


® Jer, vii. 31. 33. | } Plaſm li. 17. 
+ Mic. vi. 7. $ Joel ii. 13. 


D 4 8 ſion, 


40 On the Worſhip of Ot LSexu. III. 
ſion, wich gratitude and hope, let us approach 


our Gop, our FarHER, and our REDEEMER. 
Chrift, our paſſover, is ſacrificed for us, therefore 
let us keep the feaſt; not with the old leaven, nor 
with the leaven of malice and wickedneſs ; but with 
the unleavened bread of ſincerity and truth .* In 
the ſilence of retirement let us lift up our ſouls 
to Him who liveth for ever; and forget not, 

amidf all the avocations of the world, the glo- 
rious Being by whom we exiſt. In public, let 
us join in prayer and thankſgiving with one mind 
and with one ſpirit, undiſturbed by vain and 
ſenſual thoughts. Many there are, perhaps the 
greater part of every congregation, who, though 
they punctually aſſemble at the hours dedicated 
to devotion, and regularly join in the ſupplica- 
tions of the church, yet too often ſuffer their at- 
tention to be engroſſed with trivial concerns, 
and their minds to be occupied with the buſi- 
neſs of life : Can worſhippers like theſe expect 
to derive any advantage from their preſence in 
the temple of the Holy One, and think that they 
ſhall be beard for their much ſpeaking * F This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is 


far from me. | 


* I Corinth. v. 7, 8. | Matt. xv. 8. 
t Matt. vi. ; 


* 


ver 
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Vor let not thoſe too ſoon exult in their ſu- 
periority, whoſe minds, in ſome reſpect, accord 
with their petitions, if they intrude themſelves 
into the immediate preſence /of the Searcher of 
Hearts, while they are the children of diſ- 
obedience, and the ſlaves of guilt.— Though I 
addreſs myſelf to Gop with all the fervour of 
- devotion, yet am conſcious of any unrepented 
ſin; though I implore his pardon with all hu- 
mility, yet reſolve ſtill to indulge myſelf in one 
darling vice, how can I expect his forgiveneſs 
and acceptance, who hath required unlimited 
obedience? Do I withhold my bread from the 
hungry? Do I oppreſs and tyrannize over my 
dependants? Do I purſue my adverſary with 
rancour, and ſhut my ears to the voice of recon- 
ciliation? Do I load my neighbour with calum- 
ny, and repay my benefactor with ingratitude? 
Do I proudly ſpurn the entreaty of the humble, 
and turn, unfeeling, from the pleadings of dif- 
treſs? Then. vain are all my prayers. To what ' 
purpoſe is the mullitude of your ſacrifices to me s 
faith the Lord ; bring no more vain oblations; in- 
cenſe is an abomination unto me ; the calling of 
aſſemblies I cannot away with 5 it is iniquity, even 
the ſolemn meeting. When ye ſpread forth your 
bands, I will hide mine eyes ; when ye make many 


Prayers, 
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prayers, I will not hear. Waſh you, make you 
clean ; put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes ; ceaſe to do evil, learn Io do well; ſeek 


Judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, 
* Plead for the widow,* 


Lr not, therefore, the obdurate or the aſ- 
ſuming imagine, that their addreſſes are ac- 
ceptable to the Deity, ſince the face of the EIT 
is againſt them that do evil. 


Wnar remains but that we firmly reſolve 
to break the bands of fin; to reſiſt the grati- 
fications of pleaſure, and contemn the advan- 
tages of the world; to plant in our minds con- 
tentment, reſignation, humility, and charity ; 
and to truſt in Jesus, who hath told us all 


, things. 


By the Prophets let all nations be admo- 


niſhed; by the "Apoſtles let all nations be 


taught; by the Sox of the Hichrsr let all 


nations be ſaved. Ignorance no longer ſpreads 


her cloud over the world; for the ſtar hath ap- 
peared in the eaſt, and guided us to wiſdom 


Iſaiah I. 11, &c, 


and 
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and holineſs. The hour is come, when ye ſhall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Feruſalem, 
worſhip the Father. For he who deſcended 
from Heaven hath declared, that Gop is 4 


Spirit ; and they who worſhip Him muſt r 
Him in ſpirit and in truth. 


On the Neceſſity of Good Works. 


, | = 
Ls 
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SERMON IV. 


M4TTHEW vii. 21. 
— ͤ—ę„—. 


* NOT EVERY ONE THAT SAITH Un ro ME LORD, LORD, SHALL 
ENTER INTO THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 3 nur HE THAT 
DOETH THE WILL OF MY FATHER WHICH 18 IN HEAVEN. 


WHEN the Divine Author of our religion 
had entered upon the great work of preaching 
ſalvation to the world, he ſelected the humble 
and the upright, rather than the-great or the 
learned, to be the witneſſes of his actions, the 
hiſtorians of his life, and the promulgators of 
his doctrine. Aſcending up into a mountain, 
he gave them his firſt inſtructions and exhorta- 
tions in the preſence of an immenſe multitude, 
which, attracted by the fame of his miracles, 
had already followed him from all parts of Judea. 

| "I After 
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After extending the precepts of the law, and 
delivering a moſt admirable ſyſtem of morality, 
he concluded with warning them nor to be 
| bearers only, but doers of the word; for not they 
who called upon his name were to be juſtified, 
but they who obſerved the will of his Al- 
mighty Father. a 


Ver, though our Lord himſelf hath here, 
and in many other paſſages of holy writ, ex- 
preſsly declared the neceſſity of obedience ; 
though his apoſtles repeatedly aſſure us, that to 
hear and not perform is but to deceive our- 
ſelves ;. and though reaſon demonſtrates the in- 
conſiſtency of acknowledging the authority of 
the law-giver, and refuſing to obey the law; yet 
ſuch hath been the weakneſs and abſurdity of 
man, as to expect that juſtification from parti- 
cular modes of faith, and external rites of de- 
votion, which can only be obtained by the union 
of piety and virtue. 


Tuis blindneſs of the underſtanding hath 
been the conſequence of thoſe paſſions which 
corrupt the heart: When no criminal deſires 
are indulged, truth is cafily perceived; but, 
when vice hath tainted the ſoul, every object i is 

ſeen 
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Teen with a diſtempered eye; right and wrong, 
good and evil, truth and falſehood, are indiſ- 
tinctly blended together, and each image is 
preſented to the mind diſcoloured and confuſed. 
While the judgment is thus perverted, we can- 


not wonder if the cleareſt evidence be rejected, 


the moſt ſtriking conformity overlooked, and 
new interpretations given to accord with a de- 


praved diſpoſition and enthuſiaſtic imagination. 


Various have been the methods deviſed by 
men to deceive themſelves, and wreſt the ſcrip- 
tures to their own deſtruction. That great 
article of our belief, the redemption of man- 
kind, hath by ſome been fatally miſunderſtood 
as tending to weaken the obligations of natural 
religion. Nothing but the moſt deplorable in- 
fatuation could ever have induced men to pro- 
pagate an opinion like this, thar He, who knew 
no ſin, would contribute to eſtabliſh it ; that 


He, who abhorred all workers of iniquity, / 


would offer up himſelf a ſacrifice to divine 
juſtice, that his followers might violate the laws 


of righteouſneſs without fear of incurring the 
penalty. This, indeed, is not aſſerted in direct 
terms by the moſt zcalous and bigotted de- 


claimers ; but is ſurely maintained, in effect, 
| E by 


— 
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by their prepoſterous doctrines: for if we declare 
that nothing elſe is required; but a firm truſt in 
the merits of Chriſt's ſufferings, and a -confi- 
dent perſuaſion that He hath purchaſed for us 


eternal ſalvation; if we ſay that our good works 
are wholly-uſeleſs, do we not make Chriſt the mini/- 


ter of fin, and endeavour to convert the glorious 
Goſpel of truth and holineſs into a covenant 
eſtabliſhing ſuperſtition and iniquity? Who will 
forego the gratifications of vice, when he ex- 
pects no advantage from his forbearance? Who 
will deal his bread to the hungry, comfort the 
widow, and protect the orphan, when he 1s 
aſſured that his good or evil deeds are equally 


unregarded by the Father of Heaven ? Or who 


will ſtrive to aſcend the rugged ſteep of virtue, 
when he may find a ſhort and flowery path to 
felicity ? Who will labour to do the will of the 


Lord, when he may be ſaved by calling upon 


his name? 


Wr are as ready to acknowledge, as thoſe who 
affect ſuch extraordinary humility, that we 


cannot, on account of our good works, claim 


any thing of the Almighty ; we are unpro- 
fitable ſervants ; our beſt reſolutions are tran- 
fient, our beſt endeavours are feeble, and in 


every 
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every action of our lives we muſt rather plead 
for pardon than demand reward. If He, who 
obſerves the ſecret workings of the ſoul in its 
inmoſt receſſes, ſhould enter into judgment with 
his creatures, and try them by the ſtrict rules of 
juſtice, no man living can ſtand before Him. 
But there is mercy with Thee ! Influenced by 
that mercy, unmerited on our part, the Gop of 
nature hath ſent his Son into the world, that 
thoſe offences, from which we could not be 
juſtified by the law, might be atoned for by 
the oblation on the croſs, and that the happi- 
neſs which we could not claim as the recom- 
pence of our good works, might be acquired 
by belief in Fe/us, and ſubjection to his word. 
But we contend, that men muſt obey as well 
as believe; that they muſt live ſoberly and 
righteouſly, as well as hope confidently; and 
that to ſuppoſe they may continue in fin, becauſe 
Chrift, our paſſover, is ſacrificed for us, is a 
monſtrous perverſion of reaſon and ſcripture, 
and one of the moſt dangerous and fatal errors 


that ignorance or craft hath ſpread among 
mankind. 


Bur a willingneſs to attribute every thing to 
faith alone, hath not been the only method 
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adopted by man to ſubſtitute a part for the 
whole of religion, —Many, who think that ſome- 
thing further is neceſſary to ſalvation, place 
too great a dependance upon outward cere- 


mony, and, with the preciſe Phariſee, are ſtu- 


dious to cleanſe the outſide of the veſſel, while 
the inner part remains foul and polluted. They 
attend with ſolemn punctuality to the forms of 
devotion, and, while their hearts are chained to 
the world, they cry, like the N of Baal, 
from morning until noon, O hear us They are 
ſub ect to ordinances afler the commandments of 
men, and judge you in meats and drinks. | Others 
there are who appear, upon every occaſion, , the 
moſt violent declaimers againſt all that diſſent 
from them in rites and ceremonies, and are for- 
ward to diſplay the bittereſt hatred to thoſe 
whom ignorance. may have deceived, or pre- 
judice mifled. Inſtead of endeavouring to con- 


vince their adverſaries, by rational argument 


and engaging gentleneſs, they arm themſelves 
with furious zeal, and ſtand forth, as in battle 
array, againſt all oppoſers. But even ſuppoſing . 


their opinions to. be orthodox, do they expect 


to make converts by compulſion, or to advance 
the cauſe of truth by turbulence and animoſity ? 
Will they not ſee that they are loading their 

| | party 
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party with diſgrace, and drawing doun reproach 
upon Chriſtianity in general? Let all ſuch 
miſtaken enthuſiaſts caſt their eyes upon the 
meek and. crucified Jeſus, who, when- be was 
reviled, reviled not agaiu; who, when his ſacred 
perſon was diſhonoured, his high office con- 
temned, and his divine religion ridiculed, be- 
trayed no marks of anger or reſentment, but 
pitied the blindneſs and lamented the infatua- 
tion of his enemies. Or, did the apoſtles and 
firſt preachers of the Goſpel aſſault their op- 
ponents with vehemence and hatred ? Their ar- 
mour was the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, and 
their weapon the voice of perſuaſion. They 
ſhewed the firmneſs of their belief by the purity 
of their lives, and the truth of their doctrines 
by the force of their arguments. Attentive to 
the dutics of their miniſtry, they journeyed from 
city to City to inſtruct and to reclaim ; but, aſ- 
ſuming no clamorous authority, they were gentle 
and patient unto all men. 


Tus bigot hath, therefore, no warrant for his 
intemperate ardour, in the life of Chriſt, or 
in the actions and ſentiments of his apoflles. 
The rage of hoſtility, and the threats of perſe- 
cution, favour more of that religion which was 


E 3 propagated 
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propagated by the ſword, than of that faith 


which worketh by lobe. Leave, then, ſuch ſenſe- 
leſs, ſuch unchriſtian violence to the ignorant 
and deſigning; to thoſe who either have not 
ſufficient underſtanding to diſcover that the 
nobleſt of all graces is charity, or who, to ac- 
compliſh their own crafty purpoſes, pervert the 
truth, and make a gain of their _— 191 
lineſs. 


B men whoſe faculties are enlarged, and 
whoſe tempers are humane, the contrariety of 
ſentiment and diverſity of forms will never be 
obſerved with an eye of malignity. They are 
thankful for any ſuperior advantages which they 
may enjoy, but they dare not deal condemna- 
tion upon the uninſtructed. Not ſwayed by 
narrow prejudices, they regard the collective 
body of Chriſtians as brethren, and conſider 
them as equally under the guardian care of the 
Almighty. They inveſtigate the various opi- 
nions, and the different modes of worſhip, and 
uniformly adhere to thoſe which appear, intheir 
eyes, to be juſt and true : While they believe, 
that if any man ſin, he bath an advocate with the 
Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, they will not 
preſume to limit his mediation ; they will not 
| aſſert, 
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aſſert, that he is the propitiation only for thoſe 


- who ſubſcribe to ſuch and ſuch doctrines, for 


they know that the Meſſiah appeared upon 
earth, that the woRLD, through him, might be 
ſaved. | 


Tuosk who would bar the door of ſalvation 
againſt all but their own party, whatever they 


may believe, and whatever they may pretend, 


know neither Gop nor JIxsus: they deny the 


attributes of the Deity ; they are blind to the 
character and declarations of the Saviour ; they 
furniſh the Infidel with his moſt plauſible ob- 
jections, and fight againſt that cauſe which they 
mean to defend ; they wander in darkneſs, while 
they fancy themſelves in the light, and miſtake 
the inſtigations of a ſpirit of perſecution, for 
the operations of the Spirit of Holineſs. 


Tuvs, in ſpite of admonition and example, 
have men been more inclined to ſhew their zeal 


by "their words than by their actions, to re- 


proach rather than perſuade, and. to cry Lord, 
Lord, rather than do the things which Chriſt 
hath commanded. The reaſon is obvious; a 
mere acquieſcence in articles of belief, or a fu- 
rious oppoſition to the tenets of others, is no ſa- 


E 4 crifice 


— 
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crifice of vice or pleaſure ; whereas he who re- 
ſolves to obey, muſt fly from every vicious in- 


dulgence, and relinquiſh every enjoyment, how-" . 


ever dear, which is forbidden by religion. 
The covetous, whoſe delight is in heaping up 
riches, will not eafily receive that law which en- 
joins him to give ſo every one that aſketh. If you 
warn him fo reſtore fourfold to thoſe he hath 
defrauded, to releaſe the debtor, and clothe 
the naked, will he not turn aſide with incredu- 
lity and diſguſt? But he will attend with wil- 
lingneſs, if you aſſure him that he ſhall inherit 
the kingdom of heaven by only truſting in the 
name of Jesus. The voluptuous and de- 
bauched is ill diſpoſed to hear the monitor who 
exhorts him to deny all ſinful and worldly: 
affections, and to live a pattern of temperance 
and chaſtity; but he will eagerly embrace the 
doctrine which promiſes ſalvation to an un- 


ftuitful faith. No wonder then if error ſhould 


be cheerfully entertained, and acquire an ex- 
tenſive ſway, ſince it is powerfully aſſiſted by 
the depravities and vices of mankind: Reaſon 
is ſoon blinded by paſſion; the mind readily 
admits even the arguments of abſurdity, when 
they releaſe it from a reſtraint which it is un- 

willing to endure. | 


Bor 
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Bur is it neceſſary to repeat, that if we ſeek 
to be juſtiſied by Chriſt, while we ourſelves are 
found ſinners, we are wholly ignorant of the 
. goſpel covenant? Need we again be told, that 
if we raiſe our hopes of acceptance on external 
righteouſneſs and immoderate zeal, we are en- 
deavouring to erect as weak and ynſtable " 
edifice, as that which the fooliſh man built 
upon the ſand? Could men be perſuaded to - 
conſult their own underſtandings, they would 
find little difficulty in diſtinguiſhing/ between 
the true Chriſtian. and the hypocritical pre- 
tender. Our Saviour hath given us an infallible 
rule, Ze ſhall know them by their fruits. Search 
narrowly into their lives; aſk them not what 
they believe, an anſwer may always be prepared; 
but ſee what they pra;ſe. In the uniform 
tenor of a good life there can be no deceit ; in 
the ſecret practice of fin, in the indulgence of 
avarice, intemperance, and hatred, there can be 
no religion. At the great day of account we 
ſhall not be judged by profeſſions, but by that 
which we have done; we ſhall not be acknow- 
ledged as the diſciples of the JusT Ox E, becauſe 
we have propheſied and called aloud on the name 
of the Redeemer; but becauſe we have purified 


* ourſelves as he is pure, and overcome the world 
as he overcame it. 
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Tur degenerate deſcendants of the Patriarchs 


da that they were the legitimate off... 


ſpring of Abraham, and as ſuch looked with 


full confidence upon themſelves, and with- 


haughty contempt upon others; but Curtst 
declared that they were not the lawful poſterity 
of that faithful ſervant of God, nor entitled to 


his inheritance ; If ye were Abrabam's children, 


ſaid he, ye would do the works of Abraham. So 


may it now be replied to thoſe, who boaſt that 
they are the followers of Jzsus becauſe they 
have been partakers of his ſacraments, ©« If 
70 ye were Chriſtians, ye would do the works of 
„ Cagrsr.” —He ſaid not, Pay homage to 


* me, and be eternally happy; but, F ye love 


me, keep my commandments: And his apoſtle 


_ writes, Chriſt left us an example that we ſhould fol- . 


low his ſteps. What was the conduct of Him 


whom we are required to reſemble? He did no 


wrong, he knew no guile ; he healed the diſ- 
eaſed, and inſtructed the ignorant ; he warned 
the ſinner, and confirmed the good. Walk ye 


in the ſame path; be ſober, be vigilant ; protect 
the weak, and ſhame the vicious: And though 


ye are not able, like your divine Maſter, to ex- 
pel pain and ſickneſs by miracle, your benevo- 


lence at leaſt may adminiſter relief, and lighten 


the burden you cannot remove, 
5 Turx 


— 


SexM. IV.] On the Neceſſity of Good Works. 59 


Tan letſus, and all who profeſs the religion 
of Jesus, the preacher of righteouſneſs, regard 
attentively and weigh maturely what Hz hath 
taught, and not raſhly ſubſcribe to the opinions, 
and implicitly adopt the doctrines of men. It 
will be vain for us to plead his merits, if we 
do not conform our lives to his example; it 
will be in vain for us to contend with enthuſiaſm 
for his honour, if we do not ſhew our zeal for 
Gop by our obedience to his word. A con- 
fident, preſumptuous belief will not avail; it is 
imperfect, it is unacceptable without its effects: 
For though ] have all faith, ſo that I could remove 
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
If I ſtrive to deſpoil the tree of its fruits; if I 
endeavour to ſeparate faith from good works, 
which Gop hath united, though I ſhould ſpeak 
with the eloquence of the ſage and the ardour 
of the prophet, let me be accounted but the 
ſlave of artifice or the prey of inſanity. - 


Ler no one, however, for a moment ſuſpect, 
by any thing which hath been advanced, that 1 
would arrogantly perſuade men to truſt in their 
own righteouſneſs, or preſumptuouſly aim to 
degrade the merits of Chriſt. From any mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel, far be ſuch unwarrantable 
raſhneſs, 
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raſhneſs, ſuch groſs impiety. Fallen and cor- 
rupted as we are, how can we dare to approach 
the throne of perfection in the nakedneſs of 
ſin? What milder ſentence can we expect than 
expulſion from Paradiſe, and ſhame, and ſor- 
row, and death? When we hear the voice of 
the Judge, ſhall we not hide ourſelves in the 
thick darkneſs * When we ſee his face, ſhall we 
not /ay to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and 
hide us from the face of him that ſitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb ? * But 
bleſſed be the MosT MERcIFuL! who, through 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant, hath cleanſed | 
us from our offences, and clothed us with 
glorious apparel; who hath thrown wide the 
gates of a brighter Paradiſe, and giver us Bala 
neſs to enter into the holieft. 


To the ReDeemer then let us turn, on the 
Mepra ron let us rely; yet 10 do good and to com- 
municate forget not, for with ſuch ſacrifices God ts 
dell pleaſed. Submit to every commandment, 
fly from every appearance of evil; and when- 
ever temptation aſſaults, draw nigh to Him 
whoſe grace alone can ſupport, and he ſhall 


®* Revel. vi. 16. 


draw 
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draw nigh to you. Be faithful and obedient 
unto death, and in the laſt day, when the glo- 
rious Majeſty of Heaven ſhall be revealed, ye 
| ſhall be called the ſervants of Jzsus, and re- 
ceived into the regions of everlaſting happineſs. 
But unto thoſe who refuſe to regulate their lives 
by the principles of Chriſtian meekneſs, purity, 
and charity, our Lard will reply, I know not 
whence ye are. Admittance to eternal glory 
may be ſought, but, by the wicked, no admit- 
tance will be found. 
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PROPERBS xxii. 6. 
— 


TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD GO 


EDUCATION is of ſuch obvious and exten- 
five importance, that it hath, at all times, en- 
gaged the attention of thoſe who have been 
moſt eminent for ability and virtue: Many 
treatiſes have been written to promote and im- 
prove it, and various plans have been formed 
to ſmooth the road to ſcience, and facilitate the 
_, progreſs of youth. All the effects that were 
4 expected have not, perhaps, been produced; 
but the labours of the intelligent, by rendering 


F; | this 
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this an object of univerſal regard, have con- 
tributed to the diffuſion of that general know- 
tedge, and thoſe liberal modes of thinking, 
which now diſtinguiſh and adorn the majority 


of ns, 


Vr, while it hath been the ſtudy of the 
learned to diſſeminate information, and the care 
of the benevolent to found ſchools and ſemina- 
ries for intellectual attainments, it 1s to be la- 


mented, that the moſt noble and moſt neceſſary 
branch of wiſdom hath been much neglected. 


The fole occupation of ſome thouſands is to 


inſtruct the young in languages, arts, and 


- ſciences, while a ſtill greater number are em- 


ployed to poliſh the exterior and regulate the 
deportment: But religion is, too generally, 


eſteemed unfit to exerciſe the tender mind; 
thoſe laws which give underſtanding to the 


ſimple, have been repreſented as too ſolemn and 
ſevere for childiſh gaiety and innocence, or too 
dark and myſterious for childiſh apprehenſion. 


Os, where this/prejudice hath not been en- 
tertained, other concerns are accounted of 
greater moment. The man of ſuperior rank is 
chiefly ſolicitous to qualify his offspring for pre- 

eminence 


\ 
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eminence and dignity: Though, by their birth, 
they are entitled to much, they are incited to 
acquire more. They are led to the fountains of 
claſſic knowledge, and conducted through the 
gardens of eloquence: Their memories are 
ſtored with the tranſactions of former ages, and 
their minds enriched with the laws and policy 
of nations; while an artificial gloſs is given to 
their manners, that they may dazzle the fancy, 
when they cannot convince the judgment. In 
all this the parent hath a view only to temporal 
advantages, and thinks of nothing beyond his 
great object, to ſee them ſhine in the ſenate, and 
riſe to the ſummit of power. The middle 
order of men, if they do not aſpire ſo high, at 
leaſt endeavour to. place their children above 
the ſtation in which they were born, and lead 
them to opulence if not to fame. The ſon hath 
thoſe endowments improved, which are uſually 
eſteemed moſt uſeful in the purſuits of life, and 
is furniſhed with that ſpecies of intelligence 
which may beſt enable him to read mankind. 
The daughter is early initiated in the arts of 
diſplaying every perſonal attraction, and adorned 
with thoſe accompliſhments that engage the eye 
or captivate the ear; nor is any thing omitted 
by the fond parent, which may render his 

F 2 children 
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children conſpicuous and ſucceſsful in the 
world. | 
Bur, without depreciating thoſe talents or 
graces by which eminence, wealth, or admi- 
ration is acquired, we may ſurely pronounce that 
we have ſomething elſe to learn: For though it 
were allowed that honour, riches, and applauſe 
really produce that happineſs, which, in truth, 
they are never found to beſtow, yet, fince the 
time will come when all theſe things muſt paſs 
away, ſince the inevitable hour is every moment 
advancing, which muſt bear all that live to the 
habitation of ſilence and darkneſs, ſhould it not 
be our firſt care, in the education of youth, to 
remind them of the brevity of their exiſtence, 
and prepare them for the awful change they 
muſt ſoon experience ? No motive can be ad- 
| duced to ſtimulate the father himſelf to holineſs 
of living, which does not, at the ſame time, 
forcibly impel him to 7rain up a child in the way 
that he ſhould go. Is vice deteſtable, and ſhall 
we not teach our children to abhor it? Ts virtue 
lovely, and ſhall we not teach them to delight 
in it? Is guilt the road to ruin, and ſhall we not 
exhort them to fly from it? Is religion the path 
of peace, and ſhall we not exclaim to the objects 
of 
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of our deareſt affection, This is the way, walk 


ye in it ? 


A consTANT regard to the morals of youth 


is a duty we owe to our fellow-creatures and to 


our Creator, to ſociety, and to Gop. Society 
is an union of many individuals in one common 
intereſt : Each individual, therefore, as a mem- 
ber of the general body, is in all his actions to 
conſider the general welfare. If then I am 
bound, by unalterable obligations, to avoid 
thoſe practices which are contrary to the com- 
mon good, I am alſo obliged to reſtrain thoſe 
who are committed to my truſt and manage- 


ment, that they may not hereafter, through my 


negle&, diſturb the publick tranquillity. The 


good are allowed to be more uſeful members of 
the community than the rich or the learned; and 


it is greatly in the power of a parent to form 
the infant mind to virtue, and render his off- 
ſpring either an honour or a diſgrace, a bleſſing 
or a curſe, to their country. Like as the ar- 


rows in the hand of the giant, even ſo are the young | 
children.“ They are as powerful inſtruments, 


when directed by the wiſe, as theſe weapons of 
war in the poſſeſſion of the mighty. 


F 3 A FAR 
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A FAR higher conſideration, however, en- 
forces this duty upon us, for it is required by 
the great Author of the univerſe, Lo children, 
the fruit of the womb, are an beritage and gift that 
cometh from the Lord; and this, as well as all 
other bleſſings, he will expect us to cultivate 
and improve. Should any earthly father place 
his child under the care and tuition of a maſter, 
with a ſtrict injunction to direct the ſtudies of 
his pupil principally to that particular employ- 
ment for which he was deſigned; yet, notwith- 
| ſtanding this, were the tutor to neglect the 
purpoſe for which he was chiefly entertained, - 
and only teach ſuch frivolous accompliſhments 
as could be of little avail, would not the parent 
have ample reaſon to be exaſperated, and would 
he not, as far as his power extended, ſeverely 
puniſh the negligent inſtructor? The Lord oF 
Heaven formed his intelligent creatures that 
they might know and ſerve their Gon. 7 have 
created him for my glory. * This was the firſt 
great end of their being, and to this all other 
views ſhould be ſubſervient: To the parent the 
guidance of youth is entruſted, to the parent 
authority is Wee but he is only the 2 


. © Iſaiah xliii, 7. 
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ceptor to explain the laws of their inviſible. 
Father, and lead them to the FigsT Causs 
from whom they originate. 


EvxRx parent deſigns to promote the happi- 
neſs of his child; this is the point that termi- 
nates all his views; for this he .conſumes his 
days in toil, and waſtes his nights in anxiety : 
But for what does he labour? In our worldly af- 
fairs, we are told, by the higheſt authority, that 
we diſquiet ourſelves in vain, and experience 
amply confirms the melancholy truth. We 
labour for wealth like ſlaves in the mine, we 
grow rich, but we are ſtill reſtleſs and diflatiſ- 
fied; we graſp after authority, and fall from 
the dangerous pre-eminence; we look forward 
to diſtant periods, and death cuts off all our 
proſpects. But in the patient continuance in well. 
doing, we find no uneaſineſs or diſappointment ; 
in the exerciſe of faith and hope, we meet with 
no airy exaltation and precipitate fall; in the 
practice of charity, our good deeds are not loſt 
in the duſt and buried in the grave, but the 
bread. which is caſt upon the waters is found after 
many days.“ Have we not often aſſented to the 


* Ecclel. xi. I. 
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truth of this? Have we not often heard, have 
we not often acknowledged, that to fear Gop 
and to keep his commandments is not only the 
duty but the happineſs of man? Why then are 
we ſtill ſo eager in the purſuit of a ſhadow, and 
negligent of the ſubſtance ? Why do we fix the 
attention of the riſing generation on that which 
we know to be unprofitable and vain, and forget 
to ſhew them the true riches? Without that 
content which religion inſpires, abundance; is 
taſteleſs, and magnificence is oppreſlive; in 
vain we fix the objects of our care on the pin- 
nacle of human greatneſs, in vain may we 
clothe them with the treaſures of the eaſt, in 
vain may we crown them with the garland of 
fame, if we neglect to fortify their minds with 
thoſe principles of holineſs, which alone can 
give ſolid enjoyment to the moſt unbounded 


power, the moſt dazzling ſplendour, and the 
moſt exalted reputation. 


Ir, without the knowledge of Gop, they can- 
not enjoy the good things of life, how ſhall 
they be able to endure the evil? The means we 
take are often inadequate to the end; and ſhould 
all our plans for their advancement be defeated 
by unforeſeen events, ſhould misfortune haunt 


4 their 
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their dwellings, and the hand of poverty weigh 
them down, how ſeverely will they feel the 
want of a religious education! for. wretched in- 
deed are the afflicted who cannot look up to 
heaven for conſolation, and intolerable is the 
burthen of calamity, when it is not ſuſtained by 
conſcious integrity and truſt in an all-ruling 
Providence. Had they been early ſhewn thoſe 
never-failing ſources of comfort which Chriſ- 
tianity ſupplies to all who are broken of heart, 
they might have found reſt unto their ſouls ; had 
they been early taught to contemn all pleaſures 
and advantages that came in competition with 
their duty, they might have hoped for deliver- 
ance from every enemy, and relied implicitly 
upon the Rock or aGts. Righteouſneſs would 
have clothed them with "impenetrable mail; 
Hope would have added ſtrength to their arm, 
and Faith have pointed to a great and glorious 
prize. | 5, 


Ir we ſhould be induced to train up a child 
to piety, as the means of obraining happineſs in 
this world, how much more forcibly are we 
called upon to make.this the chief object of our 
attention, when we reflect that religion is the 
only road to the happineſs of eternity. Can all 

the 
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the enjoyments we are here labouring to pro- 
cure for thoſe we have nurtured, be oppoſed to 
that felicity which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear . 
nor the heart of man.concetved ® 


die our own intereft, the moſt powerful 
motive with mankind, prompts us to lead the 
young into the ways of wiſdom. Nothing is 
more common than complaints of the decay of 
filial love, and of the little deference and reſpect 
which is paid by children to the authors of their 
being; yet, although the moſt cruel returns are 
ſometimes made to parental tenderneſs, perhaps 
it will too often be found, that the diſobedience 
of the child hath proceeded from ſome neglect 
or miſmanagement in the parent.—Youth is 
naturally impatient: of control, and hath need 
of all the reſtrictions of religion, as well as the 
ties of natural affection, to check that ardent 
deſire of ſelf-government, which, if not dili- 
gently watched, will ſoon grow too powerful to 
be reſiſted. Nothing can ſo effectually curb 
this ardour as the love of Gop and reverence 
for his laws : But where theſe are not cheriſhed, 
we ſhall frequently obſerve, that every principle 
of union is foon weakened, free indulgence given 
to paſſion, and * eſtabliſned upon the 
baſis 
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baſis of infidelity. That father who hath edu 
cared his ſon only for the world, muſt not be 
ſurpriſed if filial duty is forgotten whenever it 
comes in competition with worldly advantages; 

nor can he rigidly condemn any deviations from 
virtue in him, whoſe principles were not early 

ſtrengthened by the precepts and promiſes of 
the Goſpel; who was never taught to put on the 
helmet of ſalvation, and arm himſelf with the 
ſhield of faith, which can repel all the fiery'darts 
of the wicked. Can it be expected that he who 

has never been admoniſhed to venerate the great 

Creator, will hohour the name of father? Will 
he who hath never learned ſubmiſſion to the 

command of the Almighty, bend to the will of 

man? Or can he be ſenſible of his obligations ta 

the protector of his earthly years, in whoſe heart 
no principles of gratitude have been inſtilled 
towards his all-bounteous Benefactor and con- 
ſtant Preſerver ? 


Now, therefore, while the yielding diſpoſition 
is capable of receiving the impreſſion, let us 
inculcate the obligations of piety and morality, 
and eradicate thoſe propenſities to evil, which, 
if ſuffered to take deep root, will in time choke 
up and deſtroy all the noble and valuable pro- 

ductions 
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ductions of the ſoul, and reduce the mind of 
man to the ſtate of an uncultivated deſart.— 
Dreary and melancholy is the proſpect of the 
rude wilderneſs and the ſterile heath ; but more 
deplorable is the view of intellectual barrenneſs. 
Be it, then, our firſt care to ſow that uncor- 
rupted ſeed which will hereafter produce the 
fruits of righteouſneſs, to the honour of Gop, 
and to the benefit of man. The tranquillity of 
the parent, and the welfare of the child, arc at 
ſtake ; it is an obligation we owe to ſociety, and 
a duty which is moſt ſtrictly enjoined by Him, 
who is the LoxoD and FaTazs of us all. 


On Religious Education. 
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SERMON II. 


: ", 
GENESIS xviii. 19. 


» 1 


"FOR 1 KNOW HIM, THAT HE WILL COMMAND/HIS' CHILDREN, 
AND HIS HOUSEHOLD AFTER HIM, AND THEY SHALL KEEP 
nE WAY OF THE LORD, TO DO JUSTICE AND JUDGMENT. 


WIEN the wickedneſs of Sodom was ſo in- 
tolerable that be cry of it aſcended to the throne 
of Jenovan, He condeſcended, by the mouth 
of his holy angel, to commune with Abraham, 
and acquaint him with the deſtruction which 
- awaited that abandoned city. Shall I hide from 


Abraham that thing which J do, ſeeing. that, be 


Hall ſurely become a great and mighty nation, and 
that all the kingdoms of the earth ſhall be bleſſed 
in him. | | 


TRISC 
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THis high diſtinction the Patriarch did not 
obtain on account of his own righteouſneſs 
alone, but becauſe it was foreſeen that he would 
exhort his poſterity to walk in the ſame paths, - 
For I know him, that he will command his children, 
and his houſehold after him, and they ſhall keep the 
. Way of the * to do 0 juice and A Ml 


Tur motives which ſhould induce makind to 
train up their children in the ways of godlineſs, 
have been already conſidered, and are ſurely 

ſufficient to enforce the diſcharge of this im- 
portant : obligation. But all that hath been 
urged on this ſubje& may, perhaps, be eſteemed 
ſuperfluous; ſince it may be ſaid, that none but 
the profligate neglect to ſnew their offspring the 
difference between virtue and vice; and that 
no ſociety of Chriſtians can forget to inſtruct, 
in the principles of Chriſtianity, thoſe whom 
they have baptized in the name of Cuklsr. 
But though it be admitted that none but the 
very worſt of men think it wholly needleſs to 
inculcate the laws of morality and religion, yet 
ve may appeal to every unprejudiced indivi- 
dual, whether they are enforced with that earneſt 
aſſiduity, and ſo deeply rooted in the tender 
* as their i importance demands ?—Are the 


young 


\ 


young convinced, by the conduct, as well as by 
the leſſons of their inſtructors, that to do juſtice, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Gop, 
is our greateſt glory, our higheſt felicity ? The 
contrary is too viſible ; and he who aſſerts that 
we are defective both in precept and example, 
will not, by an obſerver of the world, be cen- 
ſured as a wild and unreaſonable declaimer.. _ 


Ir then it be allowed that the cultivation of 
early piety is not the great aim of modern edu- 
cation, that it is, notwithſtanding, a duty in- 
cumbent upon all men, and productive of the 
higheſt advantage, it remains to be conſidered 
what is included in this obligation, and how 
ue can be ſaid, like faithful Abraham, to com- 
mand our children, and our houſehold after us, that 
they ſball keep the way of the Lu. to do juſtice 
and judgment. | | 


Waex the infant is brought to the font, to 
be made a ſoldier and ſervant of Car1sr, they 
who undertake to ſupply the office of a parent, 
engage, in the moſt ſolemn manner, that the 
child, for whom they are reſponſible, ſhall be- 
lieve all the articles of the Chriſtian faith, that 
he ſhall renounce all the works of the devil, 


G the 
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| | the vain pomp and covetous deſires of the world, 
and the finful luſts of the fleſh, and ſhall obe- 
diently keep Gop's holy will and command- 
ments all the days of his life. TE TH A. - 
| - Tursx, like the promiſes we make in our in- 
| tercourſe. with' the world, are ſoon forgotten; 
or, perhaps, they were repeated without any 
intention of performance. If this neglect be 
| culpable in the- ſponſor, it is much more 
blameable in the parent; ſince one great pur- 
| pooſe of appointing the former, was to provide 
a ſubſtitute, that the virtuous education of the 
child might not ſuffer by the loſs or negligence 
of the latter: Nor can it be doubted, that the 
parent is at leaſt equally bound with the ſpon- 
ſor, to ſee that the infant is taught, as ſoon as he 
ſhall be able to learn, what a ſolemn vow and 
profeſſion he hath made. | 


. Ä — 52 


Nox is it long before the youthful compre- 
henſion is capable of receiving the firſt prin- - 
ciples of religion. Refined ſpeculations on 
the attributes of the Deity, myſterious articles 
of faith, and the full extent of the baptiſnial 

_ covenant, it were folly and madneſs to teach. 
That . who es when the mental 
| \ mT 
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powers are juſt expanding, to impreſs them with 
abſtruſe and theoretical ſcience, is like one that 
beateth the air. But the more obvious" truths 
may very early be diſplayed. In their hearts 
that good tree may ſoon be engrafted, that ſhall 
riſe like the grain of muſtard ſeed in the para- 

ble, 2ebich, when'it is ſown, groweth up and be- 
cometh greater than all berbs, and ſhooteth out great 
branches, ſo that the WY f oy” air N ay 
under its on 5 | 
2 19646 T: 40 1235 111 

8 * gentleneſs are certainly eſſential | 
parts of our holy profeſſion, and theſe amiable 
qualities may be planted even in the breaſts of 
infants; yet how frequently do we ſee them 
taught rather to encourage than to ſtifle the 
emotions of anger and revenge. Their paſſions 
are awakened, at every trifling incident, by 
thoſe who ſhould be moſt ſedulous to allay 
them; and they are ſometimes led to be cruel 
and inhuman, long before they are c apable of 
perceiving how odious and deteſtable are cruelty 
and inhumanity. Parents themſelves have ſel. 
dom been ſufficiently careful to expoſe and 
prohibit thoſe barbarous ſports, which harden 


Mark iv. 32, 
G 2 


the 
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the heart, when it ought to be moſt ſuſceptible 

of tenderneſs, corrupt the temper, and contri- 
bute to n the rugged and ene man. 


* 


A8 the capacities of the young vary, it is 
obvious that the inſtructor muſt proportion his 
leſſons to the underſtanding of his pupil; but 
as ſoon as the impreſſion can be made, let it be 
the care of every parent to fix the moſt ne- 
ceſſary truth in the mind of his child, and to 


exclaim, with the King of Iſrael, And thou, So- 


lomon, my ſon, know thou the Gop of thy father.* 
The exiſtence of the Alienrr is the firſt 
great article which we have promiſed in baptiſm 

to believe, and on this all the reſt depend. It 
is the foundation of wiſlew, of virtue, and of 


religion. 1 55 . 


Tux knowledge of Go is to be acquired by 
the contemplation of his works, and by the 
ſtudy of his word. The world is a fair volume, 
in which the power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of 


the Creator are written in characters ſo legible, 


that he who runs may read. The young are na- 


turally inquiſitive ; each object that ſtrikes their 


* x Chron, xxvill, 9. 


"th ſenſes 
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ſenſes excites Curioſity ; they are eager to be 
told how every thing which ſurrounds them was 
formed, and to what purpoſe it tends. Theſe | 
queſtions will be anſwered, by an intelligent 

monitor, in ſuch a manner as may lead them 
from effects to the cauſe, and point out, to their 
awakening faculties, the great AUTHOR OF THE 
- UNIVERSE. Thus will every production of na- 
ture be an inſtrument, in the hands of the 


wiſe, to proclaim the Power in whom we 
live. | 


Bx his works Gop can, in ſome meaſure, be 
diſplayed even to the apprehenſion of the 
youngeſt, but he is more clearly revealed by. 
his written word. Could any ſhadow of doubt 
remain after all the arguments of reaſon, from 
the prophets we have indiſputable evidence of 
the SUPREME BEING; Thy throne is of old, thou 
art from everlaſting.* Were it poſſible that this 
beautiful and regular frame of things ſhould not 
point out to us the inviſible Architect, by the 
prophets we are expreſsly aſſured, that God 
created the heavens and the earth.F Could we en- 
tertain any apprehenſions that we were left with- 


* Pſal, xcjii. 2. + Gen, i. I, 
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out a protecting providerice, by the prophets 
we are fally convinced that He ig our Gov for 
ever and ever; He will be our guide even unt9 


| death.* From theſe oracles the young may 


likewiſe be taught the moral law. The Iſraelites 
were required, by their great legiſlator, to in- 
ſtruct their deſcendants in the words they had 


heard, as well as to fix them in their own 


hearts; Thou Halt teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and ſbalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in 


thine houſe, and when thou walkeſti by the way, 
and when thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt up. 
Thus were the commandments, which had 
been engraved on tables of ſtone, to be the con- 


| ſtant ſubject of their thoughts, and the theme 


of inſtruction to their offspring; command 
ments which were to remain in force when the 


Jewiſh law ſhould be abrogated, and for. ever 


to be obeyed by all nations who believed in the 
Sovereign Ruler of the univerſe, and hoped to 
obtain a better reſurrection. 


Sr. Paul declares of Timothy, his own ſon in 
the faith, who was diſtinguiſhed by ſuch ex- 
emplary piety, that from a child he had known 


- © Mal alviit. xa. + Deut. N. 7. 
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the Scriptures ; and to this early acquaintance 
with the Sacred Writings, the apoſtle doubtleſs 
attributes much of that integrity and zeal, 
which ſo eminently appeared in his young diſ— 
ciple. If ſuch excellent effects were produced 
by a diligent and frequent peruſal of the Old 
Teſtament, what may not be expected from an 
early ſtudy of the New, in which thoſe duties, 
enjoined by the prophets and teachers of the 
Jews, are enforced with ſuch ſuperior weight 
and ſuch additional authority? Hs who ordereth 
all things both in heaven and earth, more ef- 
fectually appearing to the ſight of men, through 
© Goſpel, than when he walked before the 
Iſraelites in the pillar and the cloud ; and more 
powerfully ſpeaking by his Son, and delivering 
his mandates by his holy apoſtles, than when 
Sinai ſhook at the preſence of the Deity, and 
Jenovan ſpake by the mouth of _ 1 am 

the Lord thy God. 2 


Lor this day-ſpring from on high dawn upon 
the opening reaſon: It will lead to virtue; it 
will lead to Gop. Can any motive be con- 
ceived to holineſs of life, which is not urged in 
the nn ? It attracts hope, it awakens fear; 

5 G 4 ir 
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it invites, it entreats, it warns, it threatens. 
The way of ſalvation it clearly demonſtrates, 
and offers, to repentance, pardon and peace: 
It promiſes the peculiar grace of the Almighty 
to aſſiſt our feeble endeavours: It diſplays the 
moſt glorious rewards; and exhibits the brighteſt 
example in the life of Him, who overcame the 
world, and fin, and Satan. 


Bur while the youthful ſtudent is examining 
theſe holy records, it ſhould be our care to keep 
from his view thoſe plauſible objections to re- 
velation, which have too great an influence 
upon the inconſiderate. The affectation of d 
playing ſuperior diſcernment: is always moſt 
viſible in thoſe who are but juſt entering into 
the path of knowledge; and many a young man 
hath aſſumed infidelity, weakly ſuppoſing that 
he ſhall ſhew the acutenefs of his judgment, by 
ſeeming to deſpiſe received opinions. Nor is 


this the only inducement. At a time when 


the paſhons begin to exert their force, and the 
heart bounds at the expectation of pleaſure, 
that moderation, which the. Goſpel inculcates, 
is [conſidered as a grievous reſtraint, and the 
law of holineſs as an intolerable burden. He 
who 
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who is become a ſlave to his appetites, cannot 
but ſecretly wiſn that the opinions of ſcepticiſm 
may be well founded, which will free him 

from what he calls the oppreſſive yoke of re- 
ligion. Then ſuffer not the deluſions of unbe- 
lievers to approach the young. Not that Chriſ-. 
tianity, in its true and native purity, ſhuns the 
light, and retires for ſecurity into the miſts of 
ignorance; we truſt that. the more it is ex- 
amined, the more confident ye will be that it is 
the power of Gon, and the wiſdom of Gon: But 
let not the mind be early prejudiced againſt it, 
before the underſtanding hath attained ſufficient 
ſtrength to weigh the whole of its evidence 
with candour and impartiality.— When the fa- 
culties are in their full vigour, and the heart is / 
unbiafſed by vicious affections, let every man 
try and ſcrutinize into the important queſtion, 
which ſo nearly concerns us all, and he 


Gall know of the doctrine, whether it be 3s 
(50D, * AP 


 Yzr the parent ſhould not be ſatisfied with 
exhorting his children to ſearch the Scriptures : 
To his care that they are inſtructed in the will 


John vil. 17, 


of 
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of Heaven, let him add a moſt watchful at- 
tention to puny them from the temptations of 
the world. Evil example is too prevalent. 
The thirſt of pleaſure ſeems now to prevail 
univerſally. The majority of the aged have 
almoſt forgotten their peculiar propenſity to 
_ gather together, and join with the young in /cat- 
tering abroad. The gratification of the ſenſes - 
is early ſought ; the vanities and follies of diſ- 
fipation muſt be conſtantly fed; and the wealth, 
ſo ardently loved, ſeems deſired for little elſe 
but to nouriſh our vices, and to deſtroy our 
principles. From ſuch corrupt communica- 
tions be careful to preſerve thoſe who are 
committed to your management. Fix a vigi- 


lant eye upon their amuſements and connec- 


tions; arm them againſt the ſeductions of the 
wicked, and keep them from that ſtate of idle- 
neſs, which f is the root of vice. 


Bor it is not here 1 to be underſtood, that no 
other book than the Bible is to be ſtudied, and 
no other intercourſe admitted, between father 
and fon, than ſerious exhortation. We only 
argue that religion ſhould be the firſt and 
greateſt branch of education. It were amply 

| | ſufficient 


. 
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ſufficient could every parent be perſuade to be 
as anxious for the eternal; as he commonly is 
for the e welfare of his W 


Such is MH aint ik of tit bs 
But vain are all our admonitions and inſtruc- 
tions, if our conduct does not correſpond with 
our precepts. What will it avail to command 
our children to keep the way of the Lord, if 
we walk not in it ourſelves ? What will it profit 
to teach them juſtice and judgment, while we 
oppreſs the weak, and defraud the credulous ? 
Or how can we. perſuade the riſing generation 
to ſet their affections on things above, while 


they ſee that our FI are its W 
by the world? 


Ir then a expect to be regarded, let 
them ſtand forth illuſtrious patterns of holineſs; 
let them ſhew that they have crucified the fleſh, 
with the affections and luſts, and that they ſeek, 
above all things, the kingdom of Go and his 
righteouſneſs. Then may they with effectual 
authority exhort their houſabold after them, and 
preſcribe the laws of the Logo, that the genera- 
tron to come may. know' them, even the children 

| which 
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which ſhall be born ; who ſhall ari ye and Selen re 
tbem to therr children. 


5 | d 4 

Or him who thus inſtructs by precept and 
example, the bleſſing of Heaven ſhall doubtleſs 
be the joyful recompence. He ſhall feel its 
enlivening influence deſcending on his head, 
like the dew upon the mountains of Zion. His - 
labours ſhall be proſperous ; his end ſhall be 
peace. Can any thing be more cheering to the 
heart of man, than the ſight of an innocent 
race, like the oltve-branches round about his table? 
While he beholds them increafing in wiſdom 
and in ſtature, what can afford ſuch true de- 
light as the reflection, that, through his care 
and vigilance, they are rendered kind, obe- 
dient, and virtuous? As they advance in years, 
he finds them in all his labours his beſt. 
aſſiſtant, and in all his troubles his beſt ſup- 
port. When the infirmities of age aſſail him, 
thoſe whom he hath nurtured contend with filial 
tenderneſs to amuſe and ſooth him. In the 
concluding ſcene of life, he hath the comfort 
to obſerve them uſeful to the world, and af. 


fectionate 


fectionate to each other. His laſt moments 
are ſweetened by the aſſurance, that they will 
be tranquil here and happy hereaſter; and, con- 
ſcious of having diſcharged the duty of a pa- 
rent, he anticipates the glory that awaits him 
in that region, where, with thoſe that turn 


many to righteouſneſs, he ſhall ſhine as the ſtars 
for ever. PO 
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On the Shortneſs and Vanity of Life. 


| SERMON VII. 


PSE u xxxix. 5.4 


—— 


% 


BEHOLD, THOU HAST 1 MY DAYS AS AN HAND-BREADTH, 


AND MINE AGE is As NOTHING BEFORE THEE; VERILY. 


EVERY Max, AT HIS BEST STATE, IS ALTOGETHER 
VANITY. 


J 


THE thortneſs of life is become ſo trite and 


. proverbial an obſervation, that it is repeated 
with levity, and heard with indifference. The 


moſt ſerious truths make little impreſſion; - 


the- moſt ſolemn warnings are little regarded. 
We behold the grave perpetually opening to 
receive thoſe with whom we have been conver- 
ſant; but, unleſs ſome peculiar connection is 

5 diſſolved, 


— — WR W 
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diſſolved, we behold mortality without emotion. 
The ſoldier in the heat of the battle, though 
his courage is aided by the hurry and buſtle of 
the action, can ſcarcely view his comrade fall- 
ing at his ſide without viſible terror, and though 
he is conſcious. that the leaſt mark of cowardice 
will blaſt his fame for ever, he cannot forbear to 
ſhudder at the thought, that, perhaps, the next 
moment may terminate his exiſtence. Yet in 
the great field of the world, the Chriſtian 
ſoldier ſees his companions fall on his right 
hand and on his left, with little reflection upon 
his own danger, till he feels the blow that levels 
him with the duſt. 


In this beautiful and ſublime pſalm, the 
pious author reviews the ſhortneſs and vanity of 
life ; and, while he meditates on the inſtability 
of human affairs, his heart kindles within him, 
and, in all the warmth of devotion, he addreſſes 
himſelf, in this forcible apoſtrophe, to the Au- 
chor of his being: Lord, make me io know mine 
end, and the meaſure of my days what it is; that 1 
may know how frail I am! which immediately 
introduces the exclamation that hath been 
. Choſen for the preſent ſubject of our thoughts; 
Behold thou haſt made my days as an hand-breadth, 


and 


- 
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and mine age -is as nothing before thee ; verily 
every man, at his beſt tate, is altogether vanity ! 
5 He entreats his Creator to make him thoroughly 
ſenſible of the end which muſt happen indiſcri- 
minately to every one, and prays that he may 
conſtantly remember the frailty of his nature 
ſince the time he had to prepare for eternity 
was ſo ſhort, and fince man, in his moſt proſ- 
perous condition, was ar vanity. N 


Frxxs r, to ſupport the aſſertion char our days 
are as an hand-breadth, or, as the older tranſ- 
lation hath expreſſed it, as a /pan long, no ar- 
guments can ſurely be neceſſary : This truth is 
frequently the ſubject of diſcourſe, and fre- 
quently evident to our ſenſes; and no one was 
ever yet ſo abſurd as to deny that the grave is 
the common receptacle of the human race, and 
that one event happeneth unto all—to the righteous 
and to the wicked. Nor was ſentence of death 
pronounced upon man alone; all creatures that 
move upon the earth, that divide the waters, or 
cleave the air, muſt experience the ſame fate; 
for that which befalleth the ſons of man befalleth 
' beaſts ; as the one dieth, ſo dieth the other ; yea, 
| they have all one breath, ſo that a man hath no 
pre-eminence above a beaſt. All go unto one place, 

Ha all 
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_ all are of the duſt, and all turn to duſt ein. 
The ſame propenſity to decay and corruption 
pervades the works of nature and the labours of 
art; all that hath been formed from the be- 
ginning of time, and all that the contrivance of 
man hath been able to produce. The vegetable 
world hath its infancy, its maturity, its decline, 
and death. The flower ariſes, blooms for a 
ſeaſon, fades away, and periſhes. The tender | 
ſapling ſhoots forth, and, by degrees, covereth 
the hills with its ſhadow; but the next gene- 
ration ſees 1t withered and hewn to the ground. 
The moſt curious piece of mechaniſm which 
the ſkilfulleſt artiſt can frame, as ſoon as it is 
brought to perfection, begins to wear itſelf away 
by its own motion. Thus doth every object, 
around the contemplative man, remind him of 


that diſſolution which is common to every thing 
under the =) 


Wurx we look back upon the time that is 
paſt, how ſhort does it appear! The tranſ- 
actions of years ſeem like a ſucceſſion of viſions, 
and equally trifling and vain with thoſe thoughts 

that agitate the mind when memory and reaſon 


- * Ecelef. iii. 19, 20. 


„„ n ſleep, 
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| ſleep, and fancy preſents an aſſemblage of wild 
and confuſed ideas. If we meaſure that which 
is to come by that which is paſt (and nothing 
can be more reaſonable than ſuch an eſtimate), 
we ſhall perceive that life, at its moſt extended 
period, is but as a point. Man comes into the 
buſy world, mixes awhile in its cares, occu- 
pations, and fatigues, and paſſes through it as 
the cloud that flies over the meadow, and leaves 
no track to mark its courſe. The ſun ariſeth, 
and the ſun goeth down, and hafteneth to the place 
whence be aroſe :* So man enters upon his ter- 
reſtrial pilgrimage, purſues his journey, and 
haſtes to the abode from whence he came.— 
Unto the place from whence, the rivers come, thitber 
they return again : So man glides. imperceptibly 
away ; to the earth from whence he was formed 
thither he returns. 10 wave that now appears, 
is urged on by waves that follow, and 
makes no impreſſion upon the ſand to diſcover 
where it flowed: So, after a ſhort time, there is 
ng, remembrance of one man more than of ano- 
ther, for that which now is, in the days to come 
ſhall all be forgotten. And how dieth the wiſe 
man ? As the fool. This, perhaps, of all others, 


® Ecelef, i. 5. 1 Eecleſ. H. 16. 
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is the moſt mortifying reflection to the wiſe 
men of this world, that all their boaſted and 
envied -knowledge cannot exempt them from 
the ſame fate which attends the meaneſt of their 
ſpecies, the moſt groveling of the brute cre- 
ation, and the obſcureſt weed that creeps along 
the ground. Let the philoſopher conſume his 
days and nights in mental labour, improve 
every faculty with which he hath been endowed, | 
and penetrate into the deep receſſes of learning; 
let ſcience pour her treaſures into his lap, and 
fame declare his pre-eminence from nation to 
nation; yet the hour approaches when be h 
turn again to. bis earth, and then all his thoughts 
periſh. The eye which explored the volumes of 
antiquity, and traced the various productions of 
the globe, ſhall be cloſed in darkneſs; and the 
voice which wiſdom inſpired, ſhall be heard no 


ay 


To us, life is a ſpan; but to the ETERNAL, 
it is as nothing : Mine age is as nothing before thee. = 
Human underſtanding cannot conceive how Tt 

conſiderable muſt be the portion of human life 
to HI who liveth for ever and ever; to Him, 
Twbo before the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever the earth and the world were made, was GoD, 


from 
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from everlaſting, and world without end.* Thou- 
ſands and ten thouſands of years, in his fight, 
are but as yeſterday 'in the ſight of man. Ages 
paſs away as a watch in the night. Beautiful as 
this alluſion of the pſalmiſt's is, it can ſcarcely 
afford an idea ſufficiently diſtin& and forcible 
of the velocity of time before the eye of Ouxi- 
POTENCE. The period of our exiſtence is leſs 
than any compariſon can expreſs—it is as no- 
thing. | 


Tur chief care of a wiſe man is to provide 
for tho: events that are foreſeen. Death is an 
event which all can foreſee; yet, for that, how 
few are ſtudious to provide! Have we not often 
wiſhed to diſcover what ſhall happen hereafter, 
that we might arm againſt impending danger ? 
Without Lfting up the veil which hides the 
future, we are convinced that death muſt in- 
fallibly overtake us; yet for that threatening 
enemy how few are ſedulous to arm! We are 
n but not through ignorance; we are 

upine, but not through exemption from peril. 
The particular moment when the ſoul ſhall be 
ſeparated from the body is indeed unknown; 


* Pſalm xc. 2. 


. H 4 but 
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but we are certain that our time is ſhort. Man 


is a plant that flouriſhes but a day: In the morn- 


ing be is green, and groweth up: but in the even- 
ing is cut down, dried, and withered. . Nor can 
our careleſſneſs proceed from an idea that; our 


departure to another world is not an object of 


ſufficient importance. What reward would be 
eſteemed too great for him who ſhould inform 


us of an approaching incident, by the know- - 


ledge of which we might acquire the wealth of 
the Indies and the empire of nations ? Or what 
ſhould we think that ſeer deſerved, who, by diſ- 
playing the page of futurity, might teach us to 
eſcape perpetual miſery? Yet is not the end 
with which we are already acquainted, the end 
for which we neglect to provide, of more con- 
ſequence than the acquiſition of ſilver and. gold, 
of power and dominion, the treaſures of king- 


doms, or the government of worlds? Is not the 


certainty that we are to die, of which we want 
no information, infinitely more important to 


us, than the foreſight of any accident, that 


might involve us in poverty, diſeaſe, and an- 
guiſh?_ By duly conſidering this momentous 
truth, that the long night cometh, can we not 


ſtimulate our ſluggiſh virtue, confirm our weak 


reſolutions, and ſecure ſuch riches and dominion 


as 
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as will continue when all the peopled planets 

are conſumed? By this awful reflection, that 

death is the gate to eternal happineſs or miſery, 
can we not learn ſo to apply our hearts unto wiſ-- 


dom, that we may eſcape the worm which never 
dies! 


Wirn ſlow, perhaps, but with ſteady pace, 
the univerſal deſtroyer approaches ; yet ſome- 
times he ſuddenly appears, and ſteals upon us, 
like a thief in the night, when we are ſlumbering 
and defenceleſs. Will not this induce us to 
have always our loins girded and our lamps burn- 
ing ? Shall we not perform immediately all that 
remains undone ?—Mazn goeth forth unto his work 
and to his labour until the evening ; but if he neg- 
lets his work and his labour during the light 
of day, the darkneſs cloſes upon him, and his 
taſk cannot be completed. / A day is the ut- 
molt ſpace of time allowed but many are 
called away by the Lord of the vineyard, as ſoon 
as the ſun is riſen; many are called away ere 
noon; and few remain in the field when the 
ſun goes down. Does the prudent man forget 
that the opportunity of advancing himſelf in the 
world will ſoon be loſt? Does he behold wealth 
and diſtinction in his reach, and neglect to 
graſp them? Does he paſs by the good things 

| of 
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of this life, and exclaim, « To-morrow will be 
« time enough to be rich; the next year will be 
* time enough to be great? No:—In the 
dawn of his exiſtence he engages in the pur- 
ſuit of intereſt or pleaſure ; with unremitting 
eagerneſs he continues to chace through all the 
ſtages of his being, and ſcarcely reſigns it even 
when his powers are ſpent and his ſtrength 
faileth.—A diſtant period is 101 ſoon enough to 
think of treaſures that periſh with the uſing, or 
of honours that fade while they are planting ; 
but a diſtant period is ſoon enough to think of 
treaſures that never waſte, and of honours that 


never decay 55 


Turs ſtrange infatuation of preferring the 
preſent to the future, of providing for an hour 
and neglecting eternity, leads the contemplative 
mind to conclude, as did the king of Iſrael, 
that every man walketh in a vain ſhew, and is al- 
together vanity; vanity from the frailty of his 
nature, vanity from the folly of his purſuits : 
Fe heapeth ap riches, and knoweth not who m_ 
1 them. — 


Tur ine up of riches hath always ap- 
peared to the truly wiſe, as a moſt diſtinguiſhing 
inſtance of human weakneſs. How incon- 

4 | ſiſtent, 


o0ver- 
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ſiſtent, that a being, capable of reflection, ſen- 
fible how ſhort a time he can remain upon this 
globe, and beholding how-inſufficient is wealth 
to the happineſs of others, how unaccountably 
inconſiſtent, that a creature, thus taught by 
reaſon and experience; ſhould conſume the 
greater part of life to procure what will make 
itſelf wings and flee away; or, if it remains, 
will remain only to harraſs and diſtra& him! 
be ſleep of the labouring man is ſweet, but the 
abundance of the rich will not ſuffer him to ſleep. 
This was the caſe in the days of Solomon ; this 
hath been the caſe fince treaſure was firſt dug 
out of thè bowels of the earth; or rather, ſince 


one man became diſtinguiſhed above another, 


by the number of his flocks, and the extent of 
| his. poſſeſſions: With us it is ſtill the ſame at 

© this day, and will continue to be fo, till the 
world and all its ſplendour ſhall be turned into 
duſt. roma it ſcems to be deſigned, by that 
ruling Providence, which eſtabliſhed every 
effect, that the vice of avarice, like all other 
vices, ſhould be its own puniſhment, and that 
he who had been injuring and oppreſſing 
others, through avidity to accumulate gold, 
ſhould, after the toil and anxiety of acquiſition, 
be conſtantly tormented with the fear of depri- 
vation. | 5 
Bur 
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Hor it is not the covetous only who are here 
ſaid to heap up riches; almoſt every man, at 


ſome period or other of his life, endeavours to 
obtain more than is neceſſary for ſupport and 


convenience, and looks forward to ſome time 


when he may reſt from every toil; without 
conſidering that ſuch a ſtate is incompatible 


with the nature of man, who was born to labour, 


and who cannot be ſatisfied without * 


WHAT then will wealth avail? Can it afford 
that happineſs to thoſe which we leave behind, 


which it could not give to us? It may lead 


our children to vice, but ſeldom will it make 
them wiſer or better. We can heap up riches, 
but we know not who ſhall gather them. They 
may increaſe avarice, they may promote ſenſu- 
ality; they may fill the coffers of a miſer, or be 


ſcattered among the fooliſh and the profligate. 


ANOTHER lively inſtance of the vanity of life 
is, that man is diſquieted in vain. Let any one 
remark the thoughts that ariſe in his mind in 
the courſe of a ſingle day, and he will find-that 


the greater part are dictated by ſome buſy ſoli- 


citude for the future ; and let him further re- 
member what was the apprehenſion which 
cauſed that ſolicitude, and he will generally 

find, 
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find, from the event, that he was anxious in 
vain. The evils that await us we can ſeldom 
foreſee, and what we foreſee we can ſeldom 
prevent; yet we are ſcarcely ever ſatisfied with 
the preſent ſcene, but idly and fooliſhly are for 
prying into diſtant proſpects, which the All- 
WISE CREATOR hath graciouſly hid from our 
ſight., 


Thus doth every man walk in a vain ſhew. 
The richeſt among us, harraſſing himſelf with 
the cares of abundance, the moſt powerful, dif- 
tracted with the toil of dominion, the wiſeſt 
diſquieted in vain, and every man ſhewing 
himſelf to be, in his beſt tate, altogether vanity. 

; : ® 


FroM this conviction then, let us turn our 
eyes to another exiſtence, in every point the op- 
poſite of this; where we ſhall neither be dif- 
treſſed by apprehenſion of the future, labouring 
for periſhable droſs, nor liable to that ſtroke 
which cuts off all our enjoyments. The vanity - 
of life ſhould lead us to reflect upon death, and 


the thought of death ſhould incite us to prepare 
for eternity. 


Tux 
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Tus inferences which reſult- from theſe re- 
flections on the ſhortneſs of our terreſtrial pil- 
grimage, are immediately obvious; and all that 
can be urged on a ſubject like this, hath been- 
ſo frequently adduced, that it may appear 
Wholly needleſs to lay before you ſuch trite and 
familiar obſervations. But we perpetually for- 
get the truths we know ; we have conſtant oc- 
caſion for the repetition of the very ſame re- 
monſtrance. Even in the hour of ſobriety and 
leiſure, we are deſirous to baniſh from our 
minds all ſeridus and melancholy ideas. The 
view of diſſolution is ſnunned even in the deep- 
eſt ſolitude; much leſs will we permit the awful 
proſpect to intrude itſelf upon us, when we are 
occupied with the toils of buſineſs, or allured 
by the blandiſhments of pleaſure. That inſti- 
rution,” therefore, cannot be too highly ap- 
plauded, or too thankfully acknowledged, which 
appoints one day, in every ſeven, for pious 
meditation and religious worſhip. The Sab- 
bath releaſes us from all worldly avocations, 
awakes our torpid attention to the concerns of 
eternity, and affords us the means of ſecuring 
our hearts againſt every temptation that ſur- 
rounds us. In the temple ſacred to His name, 


we 
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we may undiſturbed addreſs the KING 1M- 
MORTAL AND INVISIBLE, Who will hear from 
heaven, his dwelling-place, and when be heareth, 
will forgive: We may liſten to the goſpel of 
light and life, and learn, while we behold our- 
ſelves encompaſſed by the monuments of the 
dead, to prepare for the manſion appointed for 
all the living. 


For man knoweth not his time; as the fiſh that 
are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are 
caught in the ſnare, ſo are the ſons 'of men ſnared 
in an evil time, when it falleth ſuddenly upon 
- them.* Every hour, every moment ſhould be 
diligently improved, for the moment that is 
_ paſt returns no more. The grave is no place. 
for repentance. In the cave of darkneſs and 
filence no work can be performed, What is 
here unfiniſhed, can never be completed ; what 
is here loſt, can never be regained. —Is life 
tranſient? then /et thine houſe in order. Is eter- 
nal joy to be ſought? then be vigilant and holy. 


®» Ecclef, ix. 12. 
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ROMANS ii. 7, 8. 
—— 


TO THEM WHO, BY PATIENT CONTINUANCE IN WELL po- 
ING, SEEK FOR GLORY, HONOUR, AND IMMORTALITY, 
ETERNAL LIFE: BUT UNTO THEM THAT ARE CONTEN- 
TIOUS, AND DO NOT OBEY THE TRUTH, BUT OBEY un. 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, INDIGNATION AND WRATH, 


OT. PAUL, who was peculiarly the apoſtle of 
The Gentiles, in all his writings labours to free 
them from the ceremonial obſervances of the 
Moſaic inſtitution, which the Jews wanted to 
obtrude upon the heathen converts to Chriſ- 
tianity ; and, with the ſtrength of reaſon and 
authority of Scripture, he expoſes the falſe opi- 
nions, which, being generally entertained and 
induſtriouſly propagated by his nation, gave 

| I 2 much 


4 U — nw 
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much vexation to individuals, and diſturbance 
to the church. 


Ix this evifile ino a full diſcuſſion 
of the privileges that were claimed by the 
Iſraelites, and refutes their erroneous notions of 


juſtification and election. The covenant made 


with Abraham to bleſs his poſterity, and the 
promiſes given to the patriarchs, that their ſeed 
ſhould be a choſen people, were conſidered by 
the Jews as fully entitlirfy them to the favour and 
protection of their Jeuovan, even though they 
ſhould not implicitly obey his commandments, 
nor practiſe the duties of morality : For they 
argued, that Gop was bound to receive and to 
bleſs them, by the engagements into which he 
had entered with their progenitors. They called 
themſelves his adopted children, and aſſerted, 
that all their offences were ſufficiently expiated 
by circumciſion and ſacrifice, and the other 
rites of the Levitical law. 


Iv oppoſition to theſe pretenſions, St. Paul 
declares, that all who commit fin, whether Jews 
or Gentiles, are liable to puniſhment ; and that 
the promiſes made to Abraham, can only ex- 


tend to thoſe who walk in the ſteps of Abraham. 
The 
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The Jews, as they enjoyed ſuperior advantages 

to the Gentiles, were under greater obligations 

to holineſs of life, for to them was more clearly 
revealed from heaven the wrath of Gop againſt all 
ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men.“ They 

had been taught to do juſtice and to love mercy ; 

to waſh their hands in innocency, and to make them 

a new heart and a new ſpirit. The ſacrifices 

and oblations, therefore, of thoſe who, while 
they knew the will of Gop, neglected to per- | 
form it, could never be acceptable to Him, who _ 
would render to every man according to his deeds ; 

To them who, by patient continuance in well doing, 
ſeek for glory, bonour, and immortality, eternal life ; 

But unto them that are contentions, and do not obey 

the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and. 

wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, upon every ſoul of 

man that doeth evil, of the Je ſirſt, and alſo of 


the Greek : For there is no reſpe@ of perſons with 
Gop. 


- 
rx K — — 
5 


Tnus did the apoſtle entirely overthrow the 
preſuming claims of his countrymen to juſtifi- 
cation and election, and clearly demonſtrate, 
that not the hearers, but the ders of the law, 


Rom. i. 18, 


23 were 


— . —— wh 
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were juſt before Gop: For as many as have ſinned 
without law, ſhall alſo periſh without law and as 


many as have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged by 
the law. OY 


THrar a time will come, when the Governor 
of the Univerſe ſhall judge the world in 
righteouſneſs, can never be doubted by any who 
believe in the attributes of the Deity, and the 
immortality of the foul. But, before J enter 
upon the proofs which eſtabliſh this moſt im- 
portant truth, we will confider what would be 
the condition of mankind if no ſuch perſuaſion 
were cheriſhed. . 


Hap we no idea of a future ſtate, no proſ- 
ped beyond the regions of mortality, our days 
would be paſſed in gloomy inaction, and the 
time of our ſojourning here would be a period 
of dejection, of ſorrow, and of deſpair. The 
reflection that we were born only to die, muſt 
ſo often ariſe in every mind, and the diſmal un- 
certainty of our continuing upon earth even 
for the ſucceeding hour, muſt ſo often ſtrike 
the moſt careleſs, that if in this life only we had 
bope, man would be indeed a miſerable being. 
Death, which even now 1s ſo terrifying to mor- 

3 tals, 
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tals, as the termination of all earthly connec- 
tions, and the diſſolution of all earthly pleaſures» 
would become intolerable, when confidered as 
the end of all things, the total extinction of our 
nature, the annihilation of ſoul and body. 
Every cheerful image would be repreſſed by this 
gloomy thought; every attraction, which now 
gives ſpirit to induſtry, would loſe its power : 
The dread of that approaching moment, when 
all our thoughts ſhould periſh, would haunt us 
like a phantom, transform. the buſy ſtage we 
now tread into a theatre of wretchedneſs, and 
preſent one unchanging ſcene of liſtleſs deſ- 
pondence or anxious perturbation. 


To prevent theſe melancholy effects, the 
great Lord of the univerſe indulged his creatures 
with the hope of ſome other exiſtence, when 
this earthly tabernacle ſhall be diffolved. In 
thoſe countries where the Jewiſh diſpenſation 
was unknown, He raiſed up philoſophers, who 
confirmed this expectation in the wiſe and 
diſcerning, by concluſions drawn from the at- 
tributes of the Deity, and the faculties of man : 
Nor were the unlettered vulgar, though their 
ignorance of ſcience prevented them from pro- 
fiting by abſtruſe ſpeculations, without a ſincere 

I 4 belief 
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belief in the immortality of the ſoul. No 
mental blindneſs - was ſufficient to obſcure, no 
groſs corruption was able to obliterate this 
fundamental doctrine of religion, which ſeems 


to have been engraven on the human heart by 
the finger of GOD. 


Or the various arguments advanced to prove 
that we ſhall live hereafter, it may be ſufficient 
to mention thoſe which are moſt worthy of re- 
gard, and which carry with them all the con- 
viction that can reſult from reaſoning. 


Tux general conſent of all nations in all 
ages. | 

Tas ſenſe that every individual entertains 
of right and wrong, and the conviction 
he feels of being. accountable for his 
actions. 

Ouz ardent deſire 0 happineſs, which is 
never to be found in this vale of va- 
nity. And, 

Tux unequal diſtribution of good and eil in 
this firſt ſtage of our exiſtence. 


By the accounts that have been tranſmitted 
to us from the beginning of time, we learn, 
| that 
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that amongſt every people the belief of a future 
ſtate of rewards and puniſhments hath. pre- 
vailed; in polite and cultivated ſocieties ; in 
wild and barbarous climates. The poliſhed 
nations of the heathen, in ancient days, though 
they worſhipped a multiplicity of deities, and 

changed the glory of the incorruptible Gop into. an 
image made like unto corruptible man, yet had a 
firm perſuaſion of a life to come, in which the 
Juſt ſhould be rewarded with unceaſing happi- 
neſs, and placed in an Elyfium blooming with 
perpetual ſpring; while the unjuſt ſhould be 
ſeparated from the innocent, and thrown into 
Tartarus, to abide in miſery for ever. 


Non hath this idea been wholly unknown ip 
any quarter of the globe, which hath been 
pierced by the eager curioſity or reſtleſs ambi- 
tion of the moderns. The moſt untutored ſa. 
vage of the rudeſt tribe, looks forward to that 
happy period, when, exempt from the incle- 
mencies of the ſeaſons, and freed from the op- 
preſſions of invaders, he ſhall be tranſported to 
a region, where he may purſue the chace un- 
moleſted, or fit down to the banquet with the 
ſpirits of departed heroes: Nor does he doubt 

that 
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that puniſhment is deſigned for the wicked, as 
well as recompenſe for the virtuous. Warm 
with the remembrance of recent injuries, he 
delights his imagination with the proſpect of 
inſtruments of torture, prepared in a future 
world for thoſe who have trampled upon the 
weak, and rivers of melted gold reſerved for the 
hoſtile intruders, whoſe avarice hath exhauſted 
his country and enſlaved his kindred. 


Tuis general opinion of all nations, that 
judgment will certainly be executed hereafter, 
is further ſtrengthened by the ſenſe that each 
individual entertains of right and wrong, and 
the conviction he feels of being accountable for 
his actions. No man is without a monitor in 
his boſom, which never fails to reproach him 
when he commits a crime, and to applaud and 
encourage him when he acts uprightly. That 
there are certain things in their nature fit and 
proper to be done, and certain things which 
ought to be avoided, or, in other words, that 
there is ſuch a diſtinction as good and evil, will 
hardly be denied: Man, as a reaſonable crea- 
ture, is bound to chooſe the one, and to reject 
the other; and, that he may fulfil this obli- 


gation, 
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cation, the Author of exiſtence hath implanted 
in his mind an abhorrence of vice and a love 
of virtue; and, although his capacity of diſ- 
cerning between the two extremes may ſome- 
times be obſcured by ignorance, or blinded by 
prejudice, ſo that he ſhall not clearly perceive, 
with reſpect to the nicer diſcriminations, where 
the one ends and the other begins, yet the moſt 
uncultivated ignorance, or the moſt obſtinate 
prejudice, can never wholly deſtroy his mental 
perception, and prevent him from diſcovering 
the great and eſſential parts of good and evil. 
As all men know that there is a difference be- 


tween right and wrong, ſo are all ſenſible that 
they are, in ſome meaſure, accountable to a 


ſuperior Being for the choice they make. 


| Conſcience, which is as a law to thoſe who have * 


not the law, though it may for a while be diſre- 
garded, can never be wholly extinguiſhed. 
The ſpecious inſinuations of the moſt refined 
caſuiſtry, cannot repreſs the ſecret uneaſineſs 
which every man feels who works iniquity; nor 
can the moſt ſubtle arguments of infidelity fully 
convince him, that the flagitious ſhall alw 


_ eſcape unpuniſhed, 
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Ir hath been the complaint of every age, | 
that the eager thirſt of happineſs, which ſeems 
congenial with our nature, is never gratified. 
When we enter on the extenſive plain of life, 
our proſpects are wide and unbounded; with 
precipitate haſte we preſs forward into the path 
which ſeems moſt likely to conduct us to plea- 
ſure. Feſtivity and merriment attract the 
young ; hey chant to the found of the viol, and the 
zabret, and pipe, and wine are in their feaſts ;\but 

they ſoon diſcover that 7he heart of fools is in the 

houſe of mirth. Ambition then allures, and pro- 
miſes to ſatisfy with that ſubſtantial enjoyment 
which pleaſure could not afford ; but ambition 
proves as treacherous as pleaſure; and' in the 
evening of their days, jaded with their purſuits, 
and diſguſted with the gratifications of life, 
they exclaim, What profit hath a man of all his 
labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein 
be hath laboured under the ſun? For all his days 
are ſorrow, and his travail grief ! *—Surely then, 
ſince this earth affords no object to ſatisfy the 
ſoul, there is another ſtate of exiſtence to be 


expected, where that m__——_— may be found, 
which here 1s ſought in vain. 


* Eccleſ, ii. 23. 


Tur 
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Tur unequal diſtribution of good and evil, 
hath too frequently awakened the moſt alarming 
apprehenſions in the minds of the uninſtructed, 
who have, at times, been led to fear that Gop 
had abandoned his creatures to their own in- 
ventions; that, aſter having created mankind, 
he ceaſed to interfere in their concerns, leaving 
all things, animate and inanimate, to the direc- 
tion of chance; and, conſequently, that the 
wickedneſs of the wicked was ſuffered to proſ- 
per, and the righteouſneſs of the righteous to 
go unrewarded. Under the influence of ſuch 
ſuſpicions, it were natural enough to exclaim, 
Surely ] have cleanſed my heart in vain! 1 have 
ſeen the vicious man in great proſperity, fouriſh- 
ing as a green bay-tree ; I have ſeen the proud 
cxulting in the greatneſs of his power, and bear- 
ing down all oppoſition; I have ſeen the vir- 
tuous in great adverſity, depreſſed by the weight 
of ſevere affliction, groaning under the rod of 
oppreſſion, or waſting away in lingering diſeaſe. 
But if this be the caſe, will it not tend to prove 
that there is a day of retribution ? Is it not a 
forcible reaſon to conclude, that, in the next 
world, if not in this, every one ſhall receive the 
due recompence of his works ? 


ver 
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Ver arguments like theſe, however they might 
be requiſite ip affording conſolation to the phi- 
loſopher, and ir. fortifying the mind of an up- 
right heathen, are unneceſſary to confirm the 
hopes of a Chriſtian, who is baptized in the 
faith of the reſurrection from the dead, and the | 


life everlaſting. To him Revelation hath held 
out a lamp, which Philoſophy could never diſ- 


play, and guided to a glorious certainty, which 


logical diſquifition could never attain. ' We are 
not wandering in unſettled conjecture, or faintly 
aſſenting to abſtruſe reaſoning ; but convinced, 
beyond any poſſibility of doubt, that as. in Adam 
all die, even ſo in CRIST ſhall all be made alive. 
For the puniſhment of the firſt tranſgreſſor, his 


deſcendants were made ſubject to diſſolution, 


and one general home was appointed for all the 
living; but by the obedience of one, thoſe 


whom he was not aſhamed to call his brethren, 


were redeemed from the curſe, and made can- 
didates for felicity eternal. 


TararT hope which animated the virtuous in 
all ages, is now ſtrengthened and ratified, is 
now made. ſure and evident to the Chriſtian, 
who, with the eye of faith, hath beheld the 


- DAVIOUR aſcending up on high, leading captivity 


captive, 
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captive. Before this great event, man looked 
forward to a future ſtate, yet he looked forward 
with dubious ſolicitude ; but now the ſecrets 
of futurity have been laid open, the grave hath 
yielded up its dead : He who, in the ſight of 
thouſands, expired on the croſs, hath returned 
to life; and we are fully confident, that the 
Power who raiſed up CaRIsT from the dead, ſhall 
alſo quicken our mortal bodies. * 


Wr know that we ſhall ariſe from the tomb, 
and we are equally certain that we ſhall ariſe 
to judgment. In that awful day, when the 
beavens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, all that 
have inhabited this extenſive globe ſhall appear 
before the throne of HIM who 1iveth for ever ; and 
be ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a ſbep- 
herd divideth his ſheep from the goats: Then ſhall 
the King ſay uulo them on his right hand, Come, ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world: but 


unto them on his left hand, Depart from me, ye 
curſed !f 


Tuvs are we aſſured, by the expreſs declara- 
tion of the Son of Gop, that there is a time 


* Rom. viii. II, . + Matt, XXV. 32, &c. 


appointed 
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appointed in which he ſhall judge the world. 
Nor are we left to doubt who ſhall be puniſhed, 
and who ſhall be rewarded : Ze are bleſſed, ſays 
our SaviouR, for I was an hungred, and ye pave 
me meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me arink ; T 
was a ſtranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye 
clothed me ; I was ſick, and ye viſited me ; I was 
in priſon, and ye came unto me: For inaſmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the leaſt of wy my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. 


Ver although it is thus plainly declared, that 
the ArmicnTy will render to every man ac- 
cording to his deeds, there is a fect of Chriſtians, 
whoſe fundamental doctrine ſeems directly op- 
poſite to this great truth. Theſe miſtaken men, 
like the Jews of old, lay claim to the peculiar 
favoul Heaven; they call themſelves the ele 
of Gop; they pretend that they are freely juſti- 
fied from their ſins, and, having once received 
grace, that they can never fall. Their tęachers 
excite the attention of the unthinking multitude 
by great vehemence of ſpeech and geſture; and, 
furniſhing themſelves with a few obſcure texts 
of ſcripture, the true meaning of which they 
do not appear to underſtand, they are ever de- 


crying the obligations of morality. But let no 
man 
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man deceive you with vain words: He that 
doeth righteouſneſs, is righteous ; whoſoever doeth 
not righteouſneſs, is not of Gop.* The ele of. 
God are they who keep his commandments ; 
they only are juſtified through CHRISH who 
obey his laws. The Goſpel of the RxoEEMER, 
the writings of his apoſtles, equally reveal the 
wrath of Heaven againſt all who bold the truth in 
unrighteouſneſs ; againſt all who receive the truth; 
and yet fin againſt it. As well may the Jew. 
demand juſtification on account of the merits of 
the patriarchs, and expect remiſſion of ſin by 
the external rites of circumciſion and burnt- 
offerings, as the wicked Chriſtian hope for ac- 

ceptance from the merits of his Saviour and 
the obligations of the croſs, fince, without holi- 
neſs, no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 


Ir then there be any truth in the Goſpel, if, 
in us, any hope of falvation, or any fear of 
deſtruction, let us Walt ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in this preſent world, as the only means 
by which we can obtain the benefit of our Sa- 
VIOUR'S paſhon. Let us ſo paſs the ime of our 
SJojourning here in the patient .continuance of well 


1 John iii. 7—10. + Heb. xil. 14. 


K | doing, | 


9 
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doing, that we may be ſaved among the remnant 
of the true Iſraelites. 


Tarvs, armed with virtue, and directing our 
thoughts to that exiſtence which He hath pro- 
miſed who cannot deceive, the diſappointments 
of life ſhall never haraſs, the threats of man 
ſhall never terrify. Though the-inlets to ſorrow 
are ſo numerous that every one living muſt 
feel ſome part of the general diſquiet, yet he 
will, comparatively, be ſlightly affected by miſ- 
fortune, who remembers that the conſummation 
of all things is at hand; that the calamities of 
this preſent time are paſſing away as the morn- 
ing cloud, which is quickly ſucceeded by the 
ſplendour of a noon-day ſun.—Nor ſhall the idea 
of death any longer ſink the ſpirits, diſturb our 
tranquillity in the hour of meditation, damp 
every pleaſing ſenſation in the day of feſtivity, 
and caſt a diſmal gloom upon each ſurrounding 
object. Death, indeed, hurries us from this 


ſcene, but it bears us to another; it diſſolves all 


human ties, but it gives birth to new con- 
nexions; it deſtroys all mortal pleaſures, but 


| it leads to ſuperior enjoyments. He that 


died and roſe again hath aſſured us, that He 


is gone to prepare a place for his faithful 


diſciples, . 
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diſciples, where they ſhall ſuffer and die no 
more. | 


To the wicked, and only to the wicked, the 
proſpect of a future ſtate is a proſpect of ter- 
rour. Can the criminal delight in the preſence 
of his judge, or anticipate with joy the day of 
condemnation ? But why will ye periſh? Gop 
hath no pleaſure in the deſtruction of the un- 
righteous. The earthly diſpenſer of juſtice 
cannot liſten to the ſuggeſtions of pity, and muſt 
deliver up the guilty to puniſhment : But the 
Heavenly King will hear the cry of penitence» 
temper judgment with mercy, and freely par- 
don the relenting ſinner. Caſt away, therefore, 
all your offences, cleanſe the guilty hand, and 
_ purify the corrupted heart; hear and repent, 
believe and obey; that when the Lorp himſelf 
ſhall deſcend from Heaven, with a ſhout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of Gop, 
ye may riſe to the life immortal, through the 


merits and mediation of Jzsus our Loxp and 
 ReDerMER. 
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«LUKE XiX. 41, 42. 


AND WHEN HE WAS COME NEAR, HE BEHELD THE CITY, 
AND WEPT OVER IT, SAYING, IF THOU HADST KNOWN, 

EVEN THOU, AT LEAST IN THIS THY DAY, THE THINGS 
WHICH BELONG UNTO THY PEACE! BUT NOW THEY ARE 
HID FROM THINE EYES, | 


* ꝛg— —....ñ]ét³4,t. ——.—: .. 


5 


W HEN men are invited to purſue pleaſure, 
or warned to fly from pain, they attend with 
willingneſs, and follow, without heſitation or 
reluctance, the path which may lead them to 
enjoyment, or bear them from diſtreſs. Little 
ſolicitation will induce the ſenſualiſt to partake 
of the banquet; little entreaty will draw the 
diſſipated into the haunts of publick amuſe- 

8 ment; 
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ment; the force of genius need not be exerted 
when you would perſuade mankind to ſhun 
peſtilential infection ; nor is it requiſite to ſtudy 
the graces of elocution, when you exhort them 
to fly from the uplifted ſword. Yet, when 
Reaſon would urge us to act according to the 
dictates of truth and juſtice, and Religion re- 
quire us to cleanſe our hearts and amend our 
lives, though they ſpeak with the tongue of men and 
angels, their admonitions are not only diſobeyed, 
but even frequently deſpiſed. In vain may 
Virtue call, while none will liſten; in yain may 
Wiſdom appeal to the underſtanding, while 
Folly hath obſcured the faculties of the mind; 
in vain may the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhine forth, 
while men love darkneſs rather than light. 


THis obſtinate refuſal to hear and to reform, 
which is ſo viſible in the greater part of man- 
kind, appears the more abſurd, when it is re- 
membered that Religion offers the ſame recom- 

penſe which pleaſure promiſes. Happineſs is 

held out by both, as the prize to be gained by 
their reſpective votaries. In this indeed we 
find a ſtriking diſtinction; Pleaſure affords a 
momentary gratification, Religion a laſting de- 
light. The walks of the former ſeem gay and 
. | enchanting, 
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enchanting, but are uſually found to terminate 
in gloom and diſappointment : The paths of 
the latter, though leſs attractive in their ap- 
pearance, ſtill increaſe in beauty the further 
they are explored, and lead to full and perfect 
enjoyment: Her ways are ways of RET 
and all ber paths are peace.* 


Non is the miſery ſhe teaches us to avoid, 
leſs formidable, than the reward which ſhe con- 
fers is glorious. The ſlighteſt ſenſe of preſent 
pain, baniſhes every pleaſing ſenſation; the 
dread of approaching evil, prompts us to catch 
. at every ſlender reed which may fave us from 
the tide of calamity: But when Religion holds 
up to our view the picture of unending woe and. 
deſtruction, we turn impatiently away, and loſe 
the tremendous proſpect in the levities of the 
hour. | 


THERE 1s a time when this depravity, in a 
nation, as well as among individuals, becomes 
too powerful to be ſubdued; when the laws 
and inſtitutions of government are openly vio- 
lated or ſecretly evaded, and a general per- 


* Eccleſ. iii, 17. 


verſion 
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verſion of principles is diſſeminated through 
the maſs of a people. This hath been com- 
monly occaſioned by that influx of wealth 
which ſwells the mind with inſolence; and that 
long continuance of uninterrupted proſperity, 
which leads men to forget the many afflictions 
to which they are expoſed, and the many 
ſcourges with which the univerſal and all- 
powerful Governor hath been compelled to viſit 
a rebellious and abandoned community. 


JERUSALEM, the great capital of Judea, was 
apparently in ſuch a ſtate at the time of our 
Saviour. Her degenerate children had filled 
| themſelves with the various productions of a 
fruitful country; they had become covetous and 
hypocritical, proud and luxurious ; devoted to . 
ſenſuality, or engroſſed by avarice, they had 
neglected the inſtitutions of religion, and the 
common offices of kindneſs and humanity. 


'THrr1R great, though neglected Mess1an, 
fully ſenſible of their enormities, as he ap- 
proached this city of opulence and vice, wept - 
over it: His imagination painted thoſe ſcenes 
of diſtreſs and terrour, which afterwards were 
+ preſented to the wretched inhabitants, when 
the 
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the Romans laid waſte their fertile fields, con- 
ſumed their palaces with fire, and put their ſons 
and their daughters to the ſword : When peſ- 
tilence walked in darkneſs, and famine waſted in 
the noon-day. At the idea of this miſerable de- 
ſolation, the tenderneſs of his nature melted 
him into tears. He deplored their blindneſs, 
their obſtinacy and impenitence: I thou hadſt 
known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things 


which belong unto thy peace! But now they are 
bid from thine eyes. 


ALL thoſe who have departed from their 
duty, who have trodden under foot the Medi- 
ator of the new covenant, and given themſelves 
up to a reprobate mind, are preciſely in the 
ſame ſituation with the loſt Jeruſalem. For 
them is prepared the be/om of deſtruction, and 
over them muſt every good and feeling man 
ſhed the tear of unavailing ſorrow. Their 
power, or their cunning, will no more avail 
them in the day of retribution, than its ſtrong 
walls and bulwarks could defend the Jewiſh 
metropolis, when nations encamped before it 
to level it with the duſt. The prophecy was 


fully accompliſhed, and not one flone was left 
upon another. 


EER 
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Ex fince the beginning of time ſuch power- 
ful repreſentations have been made of'the beauty 
of virtue, and the deformity of vice; of the 
pleaſures which attend the one, and the cala- 
mities which await the other; that we may 
well be ſurpriſed at that fatal corruption,-which 
hath, at different periods, overſpread the world. 
Wickedneſs in all places hath found many fol- 
lowers, but piety hath been attended by an in- 
conſiderable train. Yet, can any country be 
found where the inhabitants know not that, 
ſooner or later, vice is certain miſery? Can any 
place be pointed out, in which no one hath 
ever ariſen to open the eyes of infatuation, and 
exhort men to forſakę their errors and crimes ? 
Have not prophets and apoſtles, or moraliſts 
and teachers, every where appeared, to call 
their brethren out of darkneſs into light, to turn 
them from folly to wiſdom, from perdition to 
ſafety and joy? Or, if inſtructors could be 
wanting, hath not the conſcience of mankind 
acted as a faithful monitor, declared their duty, 
and incited them to perform it? Though the 
heart is prone to ill, forward to betray, and 
deceitful above all things, it hath never been able 
ſo far to blind the underſtanding, as, in material 
. to make it receive evil for good, and 


good 


aun IX.] Os the Danger of Imenitencs 1441 
good for evil. Falſehood hath often worn the 
ſemblance of truth, and the crafty and deſigning 
have been ever ready to miſlead the ignorant; 
but when did any of us tranſgreſs the great 
laws of reaſon and religion, without perceiving 
ſomething which ſeemed loudly to reproach us? 
When did any man defraud his neighbour, by 
falſe teſtimony deprive him of his reputation, 
ſteal away the affection of his wife, or treache- 
rouſly cut. him off by the ſtroke of malice and 
revenge, without being ſenſible that he was a 
villain and a deſtroyer? When have you neg- 
lected any preſſing duty, when have you con- 
temned the known ordinances of Gop, or re- 
pulſed with inſolence thoſe that had a claim to 
your compaſſion, without hearing this judg- 
ment pronounced by the warning voice within, 
Thou art weighed in the balances and found want- 
ing? Never was man, to any great degree at 
leaſt, ignorantly corrupt. We do what is for- 
bidden to be done, not that we are uncon- 
ſcious of evil, not that we have heard no invi- 
tations to repentance, not that our conſciences 
have ceaſed to reproach us; but becauſe we 
will not hear; becauſe we will neither attend 
to the remonſtrance of reaſon, the preaching of 
the apoſtle, nor the call of grace. We are, 


therefore, 
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therefore, like the city our Lord lamented: O 
Feruſalem, Feruſalem] thou that killeſt the pro- 
phets, and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee ! 
How often would I have gathered thy children lo- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
ber wings, and ye would not !* But, let the ſin- 
ner remember, that on him the ſame ſentence 


is pronounced: Bebold your N is left unto 25 
deſolate. 


Tas world at preſent may entice us, its ad- 
vantages may attract our hopes, and its pains 
and pleaſures divide our attention: But ſurely 
the hour will come when different intereſts 
ſhall engage us, and every other idea be loſt in 
the awful expectation of eternity; when the 
cheerfulneſs of the gay ſhall be clouded by the 
view of mortality; the labours of the buſy in- 
terrupted by the intruſion of ſickneſs and ſor- 
row, and the delights of the ſenſual be blaſted 
by the approach of death; when caſe and in- 
dolence ſhall be changed into perplexity and 
tumult, and the ſhout of merriment into the 
cry of terrour. The young man may now re- 
joice in his ſtrength, and let bis heart cheer him 


* Matt, xxiii. 37. 


in 
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in the days of bis youth ; he may walk in the ways 
of his inclination, and follow the dictates of 
his intemperate paſſions ; but know thou for all 
theſe things God will bring thee into judgment. 
The aged may till caſt a lingering eye upon 

' thoſe objects which engroſſed him in his younger 
days; he may ſtill thirſt after the pleaſures he 
can no longer taſte, and defile his imagination 
with the remembrance of impurity ; but know 
thou the grave is opening to receive thee, and 
the hour at hand, when be bat is filthy ſhall be 
filthy for ever. 


Moch hath been ſaid and written on the 
efficacy or inefficacy of a death-bed repentance; 
but without diſcuſſing, at this time, a point fo 
intricate and uncertain, let me aſk, whether it 
is not a kind of madneſs to truſt a matter of 
ſuch infinite importance as eternal ſalvation, to 
the laſt, melancholy, diſtracted moments of diſ- 
eaſe, when attention is divided by the ſettle- 

ment of worldly affairs, the affliction of our | 
deareſt friends, and the overpowering agitations 
of hope and fear. Far be it from any created 
being raſhly to preſcribe limits to Divine 


Eceleſ. xi. 9. 


mercy ; 
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mercy; but may we not conclude, from reaſon 


and from Scripture, that he who hath not re- 
pented till the laſt agonies haye overtaken him, 
he who hath not actually reformed his life, and 
done every thing in his power to repair the 
miſchiefs his vices have occaſioned, will be re- 
jected as a baneful and unprofitable ſervant ? 
He that hath run on in the career of iniquity 
till he is ſtopped ſhort by decrepitude and 
death, hath ſurely little to hope, and much to 
fear. ö 


Woulp to Gop, then, that it might be the 
firſt and conſtant care of every Chriſtian, while 
he is in the prime of life, and the faculties of 
his ſoul are in their full vigour, to ſeek be 
things which belong unto his peace ! How wretched 
is the condition of him, who loiters and pro- 
craſtinates till all his powers are enfeebled ; 
who begins the taſk of reformation when he is 
ſcarcely able to bear up againſt the infirmities 


of a ſecond infancy, and defers the preparation 


for his journey to the very mornent of his de- 
parture. 


REMEMBER, that a period may arrive, when 


the things which moſt concern us, the means 
| of 
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of acquiring eternal reſt and glory, will be bid 
from our eyes: Long indulgence in evil will 
make guilt habitual, will at laſt obliterate the 
remaining impreſſions of goodneſs, and render 
us totally ' inſenſible to the moſt ſtriking admo- 
nitions. To the deſperately wicked, Reaſon in 
vain appeals, and Religion offers her aſylum in 
vain. Conſcience, weary of ineffectual remon- 
ſtrances, will at laſt abandon the hardened ſin- 
ner, and leave him a miſerable Pa to en 


and ruin. 


How mournful is the thought, that any in- 
telligent being, formed by his beneficent Cre- 
ator to be good and to be happy, ſhould ſlight 
every invitation to grace and favour, till grace 
is withdrawn, and favour can be ſought no 
more! How dreadful is the idea, that they, 
whom the Sow of the Hicuesr died to redeem, 
ſhould continue deaf to his call, till they are. 
awakened to judgment ! 


IF there are any who can remain unmoved at 
the danger of impenitence ; if there are any who 
know that fatal levity of heart, which turns the 
moſt ſolemn truths into ridicule; if there are 
any who can behold with indifference, however 


* faintly 
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faintly it may be repreſented, the awful proſ- 
pect of 7he great and terrible day, to them per- 
ſuaſion will be vain, to them exhortation will 
be fruitleſs. We can only deplore their wretched 
infatuation, and lament that the things which 


belong unto their peace are bid from their eyes? _ 


But if ye are ſenſible, as ſurely ye muſt be, of 


the miſery that awaits the guilty, if your re- 


collection dwells with ſorrow and contrition on 
the follies and enormities of your paſt lives, if 
you are willing to become one fold under one 
Shepherd, and anxious to be received into the 
new and heavenly Jeruſalem, go, and ſin no more. 


7 
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SERMON X. 
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BELOVED, LET US LOVE ONE ANOTHER, FOR Loy is OP 
| GOD. 


'T His epiſtle of St. John may be called an 
exhortation to charity, the diſtinguiſhing grace 
and glory of Chriſtianity. When the infirmities 
of age had rendered this venerable apoſtle un- 
able to perform the publick duties of his mi- 
niſtry, he was conſtantly led to the church, and 
only addreſſed his congregation with this ſhort 
| ſentence: © Little children love one another.” 
When at length his hearers were weary of this 
uniform repetition, and demanded why he al- 


L 3 ways 
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W urged the ſame injunction, he replied, 
« Becauſe it is the command of our Lord, and 
« if ye do nothing elſe, this alone is ſufficient.” 


- 


— 


Love was declared the only eſſential qualifi- 
cation, ſince, as. we are told by St. Paul, it 7s 
the fulfilling of the law; * all the obligations we 
owe to mankind being comprehended in that 
ſingle virtue, if that can be called a ſingle virtue 
which is rather the union of many. Let us, 
then, examine what is meant by love, and what 
are its effects upon N life. 


By love, as it is uſed. in Scripture, particu- 
larly in the epiſtle of St. John, may generally 
be underſtood extenſive charity. Not that 

ſpecies of moral excellence alone, which con- 
ſiſts in relieving the neceſſitous, but unbounded, 
univerſal benevolence: An ardent defire to 
promote the welfare and happineſs of all around 
us, to heighten joy, as well as to alleviate diſ- 
treſs; 70 rejoice with them that rejoice, as well as 
to weep with them. that weep: A, willingneſs: to 
relinquiſh our own private advantage and gra- 
tification for the benefit of others: A promp- 


* Rom. xiii. 10. 


- titude 
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titude to view the actions of our neighbours in 
the mbſt favourable light, and to vindicate their 
conduct from the infinuations of malignity, or 
the ſarcaſms of ill- nature: A readineſs to for- 
give and to forget reproach, neglect, and in- 
jury; to forbear retaliation, even on thoſe 


| whoſe enmity is irreconcileable; and, on the 


contrary, to overcome evil by good. This is to 


love our neighbour as ourſelf: this is to fulfil 


the law. 


W will firſt conſider chat branch of our 


duty, which teaches us to pardon and relieve an 
enemy. 


To Beſs them that curſe you, and pray for them 
which deſpitefully uſe you, may at firſt appear 
an elevation of virtue beyond the attainment of 
humanity. When the mind is mortified by the 


contempt of pride, wounded by the ſuggeſtions 
of malice, or ſtung by the coldneſs of ingrati- 
tude, we naturally recur to the cauſe of our ſuf- 


ferings, and deſire, in the firſt bitterneſs of 
paſſion, to inflict ſorrow for ſorrow. But were 
this eagerneſs in returning evil indulged to the 


utmoſt, the world would become a theatre of 


war. We all undergo pain or inconvenience 
L4 from 
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from the baſeneſs 1 folly of others; every one, | 
therefore, hath ſomething to revenge; and 
ſhould each of us purſue, with the unremitting 


ferocity of hatred, the brother that injures or 


offends, peace, order, and decency would make 
themſelves wings, and fly awa y as eagles toward 
beaven ; all ties and connexions by which men 
are held together, would be broken ; wild con- 
fuſion and ungovernable rage would lay waſte 
the earth; and man, who boaſts himſelf a ra- 
tional and intelligent being, would have little 
other employment than to chaſe his fellow crea- 
tures, and hunt down his prey like the dogs of 
the foreſt. Happily, however, for mankind, 
the guſts of furious anger are commonly tran- 


| fient. Time aids reaſon and religion, . melts 


obduracy, and ſoftens malignity. In the firſt 
moments of diſappointment or affliction, hu- 
man nature muſt feel and reſent; but to con- 
tinue obſtinately cruel, to refuſe admiſſion to 
every extenuating thought, to ſhut our ears to 
perſuaſion and entreaty, to harden our hearts 
againſt every emotion of pity and tenderneſs, 


and with rancorous malice to perſecute, from 


day to day, the repentant culprit, is to degrade 
our nature, to poiſon our enjoy ments, to render 
gurſelves the objects of univerſal deteſtation, 

| of to 


| 
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to become unfit for this world, and moſt unfit 
for that which i is to come. 


Tux indignation excited by ingratitude is 
often the boaſt of many, and dignified with the 
name of juſt reſentment; but let it be remem- 
bered, that no continued reſentment can ever 
be juſt. Is it reaſonable to expect from others, 
what is not found in ourſelves? Let us ſuppoſe 
that we have heaped as great obligations upon 
any individual as it is poſſible for one human 
being to confer upon another; yet, what is the 
good he hath received from us, in compariſon 
of that which we have received from the Giver 
of all good? From Him who creates, who feeds, 
who preſerves, who redeems us? Every act of 
diſobedience to His commands, every omiſſion 
of negligence, or delay of indolence, is a more- 
flagrant breach of the law of gratitude, than can. 
be made by the baſeſt deſertion of friendſhip 
between man and man. And who can fay that. 
he hath not offended? Who can declare that 
to his Maker he owes nothing, that he hath 
diſcharged every debt, and will rigorouſly exact 
all that is due to him from his fellow creatures? 
When we are uniformly grateful to our Creator, 
we may require uniform gratitude from our 
brethren; 
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brethren; but while we have need of mercy, - 
we muſt beware of demanding juſtice. 


Let us now take a general view of that phi- 
lanthropy which is the characteriſtick of a 
Chriſtian, oppoſed to that miſanthropy which 


_ conſtitutes a murderer: Whoſoever bateth his 


brother is a murderer, and ye know that no mur- 
derer bath eternal life abiding in bim.x 


A MURDERER, we need not be told, is one who, 
to gratify ſome paſſion, robs another of that be- 
ing which no power can reſtore. He is juſtly 
called the peſt of ſociety ; he is ſhunned by all, 
from a principle of ſelf-preſervation, as well as 
from an abhorrence and deteſtation of his crime; 
and his life is forfeited by divine and human 


laws; for, whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall 


bis blood be ſbed f. He that hateth his brother, 
is one who deſtroys the peace of his fellow crea- 


tures; one who, perhaps, from no hope of ad- 


vantage, but merely to indulge a baneful diſ- 


_ poſition, robs another of that comfort, ſerenity, 


and chearfulneſs, which conſtitute our chief 
happineſs : He too is juſtly called the peſt of 


* T John iii. 15. + Geneſis ix. 6. 


ſociety ; 
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ſociety; be is ſhunned” by all as a common 
enemy. The murderer deprives us of life; the 
miſanthrope of that, without which life is 
ſcarcely deſirable: In this only they differ; 
the murderer is rooted out from the nation as a 
noxious weed; the miſanthrope is ſuffered” to 


continue, a deſtructive poiſon, embittering all 
the Iweets of ſocial union. 


the hath been well obſerved, that the felicity 
or miſery of our preſent | exiſtence ariſes not 
from great and unexpected events. Mankind 
are ſeldom made happy by the ſudden acqui- 
ſition of wealth and honour, nor by the attain- 
ment of any object they have eagerly purſued. 
Neither are they rendered laſtingly miſerable by 
the loſs of large poſſeſſions, or the preſſure of 
great and overwhelming calamity. Whatever 
is violent is of ſhort duration. The effuſions 
of tumultuous delight, and the burſts of agoniz- 
ing grief, ſoon ſubſide, and make but a ſmall 
ſum in the eſtimate of the joys and ſorrows of 
mortality. Our prevailing tranquillity or diſ- 
quietude is occaſioned by a combination of 
things apparently trivial. The cheering ſmile 
of benevolence, the alacrity of good-nature to 
aid and to amuſe, and the conſtant intercourſe 
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of kind offices, fill the breaſt with a pleaſing and 
regular compoſure, which leaves no room for 
uneaſineſs and diſguſt; while the peeviſhneſs 
of diſcontent, the captious readineſs of 1tl- 
humour to teaze and to perplex, the ſtubborn | 
contentions of obſtinacy, the inſolence of con- 
ſcious ſuperiority, and the perpetual ſeries of 
unkind offices, gradually ſour the'temper, damp 
all the warm and generous feelings of the ſoul, 
and create an habitual diſreliſh for the world. 


Thus, as mutual affection, or love, is the chief 


ſpring of human pleaſure, mutual diſlike or 
hatred is the chief ſource of human wretched- 
neſs. The-hater of his brother, therefore, is a 
deſtroyer of the common welfare. Like the 
enemy, who planted tares in the ſoil where un- 
corrupted ſeed had been ſown, he is vigilant to 
confound good and evil, and anxious to prevent 
virtue from arriving at its proper growth, by 
choking it with thorns, or entangling it with 
Hens.  _ | | 


. Nox is the cultivation of placid diſpoſitions 
only neceſſary to render us uſeful and agreeable 
to ſociety at large, ſince it is indiſpenſably re- 
quiſite in the nearer relations and more intimate 
connexions of life. That felicity which is fre- 


quently 
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quently obſerved among thoſe who are united 
by the moſt ſacred of all engagements, proceeds 
oftener from habits of benevolence, early acquir- 
ed and conſtantly cheriſhed, than from the mere 
force of mutual attachment. Friendſhip of 
every kind is built upon eſteem; but it muſt 
be ſupported by a ſucceſſion of reciprocal obli- 
gations, by gentleneſs, kindneſs, and unvaried 
exertions to pleaſe. How ſhall the man, who 
is a ſtranger to mildneſs and humanity, acquire 
the enchanting arts of ſoothing tenderneſs, and 
make himſelf the centre of domeſtick regard? 
The bias, for we can ſcarcely call it affection, 
which inclines him to one particular object, 
will for a while, perhaps, be a curb to his na- 
ture; but this check will ſoon be loſt. He 
finds the individual he hath ſingled out, ſub- 
ject to the common frailties of mortality, and 
perhaps to ſome peculiar weakneſſes: He hath 
never learned to view the blemiſhes of others in 
a favourable light; he hath never learned to 
overlook ſlight offences, and pardon venial er- 
rors; to bear with patience the tediouſneſs of 
caſual garrulity, the petulance of temporary 
paſſion, or the trifling of occaſional levity. He 
grows peeviſh, diſcontented, clamorous ; blind 
to the virtues, but eagerly attentive to the 
faults 
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faults of his companion. Perpetual vexation 
who can quietly endure? His ill-humour is at 
length - returned; flight is repaid with flight, 
reproach with reproach, injury with injury, 8858 
contempt witch contempt. 


Bor, wine aſide from this unpleaſant 
ſcene, let us view the different conduct of thoſe 
who have been accuſtomed to. the exerciſe of 
good-will. When their general deſire of pro- 
moting happineſs, is increaſed by a particular 
attachment, every look, every action, will be an 
inſtrument to convey delight: Life glides 
away almoſt in perpetual ſerenity ; for, though 
accidental care, or accidental grief, ſhould, for 
a moment, cloud the proſpect, the ſympathy 
and tenderneſs of watchful benevolence ſoothes 
and alleviates every diſtreſs, and removes half 
the burden of calamity. 


Ix to arguments like theſe it can poſſibly be 
objected, that, although very proper in a ſchool 
of morality, they are not ſufficiently connected 
with religion to be urged to a ſociety of Chriſ- 
tians ; if ſuch a ſuggeſtion can ariſe in the mind 
of any, let it be remembered, that it is one great 
aim of the Goſpel to enforce the duties of pri- 


vate 
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vate life, and render us, in every connexion, 
kindly alfectionate.— Huſbands love your wives, and 
be not bitter againſt them, ſaid the teacher of the 
' Gentiles: Huſbands dwell with your wives ac- 
cording 10 knowledge, {aid that apoſtle upon 
whom Curisr declared he would build bis 
Church; and He himſelf, the Author and Fi- 
niſher of our faith, aſſured us, 4 ibis ball all 
men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love 
one to another.* Thus eſtabliſhing good-will to 
our fellow-creatures as the great teſt of his re- 


ligion. 


War indeed can be more worthy the 
Prince or Peact and MERCIFUL SAvIOUR, than 
the injunction of that virtue which promates 
the welfare of the univerſe. Benevolence in- 
creaſes good, and leſſens evil: With the fortu- 
nate it exults, with the afflicted it mourns; it 
gives food to the hungry, and raiment to the 
naked; it affords protection to the weak, and 
counſel to the ignorant; it binds up the wounds 
of the ſtranger, and breaks the chain of the 
captive. Benevolence is a father to the orphan, 
a huſband to the widow, a champion to the op- 


„John ill. 35. 


preſſed, 
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prefſed, and a friend to all. It checks the. 
quick reply, and arreſts the uplifted arm; its 
lips diſtil gentleneſs, and its hand diſſeminates 
joy. Unawed by ſuperſtition, and untainted 


by prejudice, it caſts an eye of benignity upon 


every party. Diſregarding the rules of a nar- 
row policy, it ſcorns to be confined within the 
boundaries of a nation ; to every kindred, and 
language, and people, it bears the olive; and 
wherever it beholds a man, it welcomes a brother. 


Tus have we ſeen the neceſſity of cultivating 
this Chriſtian grace, as it concerns the com- 
mon tranquillity, and the comfort and felicity 
of our neareſt friends. It is equally requiſite to 
our own peace as individuals. No one can 


eſcape infection while he is ſcattering peſti- 


lence : He that hates others, will himſelf be 
hated ; he that ſurveys his brother with malig- 
nity, cannot expect to be viewed with kindneſs, 


and without kindneſs who would live? Can any 


one be happy by himſelf? Yet the miſanthrope 
mult fly from ſociety, and pine in a ſtate of alie- 
nation from mankind. 


THe malevolent man is conſtantly waging 


war againſt all his ſpecies: eaſily provoked, but 
| not 
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not eafily appeaſed ; diſdaining to give or to 
receive pleaſure, he ſtalks ſullenly through life, 
difowning and diſowned. As a. father or a 
huſband he may be feared, but he never will be 
loved. If he is fucceſsful, no one rejoices; if 
he is in diſtreſs, no one laments. When he is 
ſtretched upon the bed of ſickneſs, no tear of 
. ſympathy falls upon his pillow, no voice of 
tenderneſs ſoothes his pain. The bitterneſs of 
his ſpirit overflows upon himſelf, and he dies 
deſpiſed by the world, and OT for 
heay en. 


Tur benevolent, eſteemed and careſſed, finds 
in every connexion an increaſe of comfort and 
joy. He 'is obeyed with cheerfulneſs, and 
loved with ardour : His proſperity is conſidered 
as a general bleſſing, his adverſity is deplored as 
a general misfortune. When diſeaſe weighs 
him down, the hand of affection ſtrives to ſuſ- 
tain him; tender afſiduity watches by his couch, 
and anticipates every wiſh. The prayers of 
the good attend him; and at length, when his 
appointed time is come, his memory is ho- 
noured upon earth, and his ſoul aſcends to the 
habitation of eternal love. 

M As 
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As a further inducement to cheriſh this com- 
prehenſive excellence, if any further induce- 
ment can be wanting, let us conſider the un- 
merited and unbounded goodneſs of our all- 
merciful CxxAroR: He pitieth us as a father 
Pitieth his own children; be ſendeth rain on the 
juſt and on the unjuſt, and is kind even 10 the un- 
thankful. All creatures bear the impreſſion of | 
his beneficence; it pervades the globe, and ex- 
tends through the unknown and immeaſurable 
univerſe. So great was his paternal affection 
for his unworthy, his degenerate offspring, 
that be gave bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth. in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. And how obvious, how forcible is 
the inference of the apoſtle, Beloved, , if Gop fo 
loved us, we ought a Iſo Io love one another.* Let 
us remember, that our eternal, is inſeparably 
connected with our temporal happineſs; for 
ill-will, malice, and cruelty, can qualify us only 
for the ſociety of fiends; good-will, forgive- 
neſs, and humanity, for the companions of 


angels and the ſpirits of the juſt. 


* I John iv. 7. 


Love 
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| Love is of God: Love is an emanation from 
the Divinity. Of Him, then, the origin of all 
perfection, let us implore this moſt excellent 
gift of charity; the tie of friendſhip, the ce- 


ment of ſociety, the aggregate of virtue, and 
the paſſport to glory. 
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2 SAMUEL XiX. 35. 
— 


L AM THIS DAY FOURSCORE YEARS OLD, AND CAN I DISCERN 
BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL? CAN THY SERVANT TASTE 
WHAT I EAT OR WHAT I DRINK? CAN 1 HEAR ANY MORE 
THE VOICE OF SINGING MEN AND SINGING WOMEN ? 
WHEREFORE THEN SHOULD THY SERVANT BE YET A 
BURDEN UNTO MY LORD THE KING? 


ALTHOUGH we are placed upon this globe 
to mortify our evil and corrupt affections, and 
become worthy of a more glorious habitation; 
although we are but ſtrangers travelling to our 
home, the path we tread is ſometimes ſmooth 
and flowery; many a delight hath the hand of 
Infinite Goodneſs ſcattered in the way, to com- 
fort and refreſh the wearied pilgrim. All the 
ſenſes are inſtruments of pleaſure; the eye is 
| M 4 charmed 


1 
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charmed with objects of beauty, the car is 


ſoothed with notes of melody, and the taſte is 


gratified with inexhauſtible variety from the 


animal and vegetable world. Still greater and 
more ſubſtantial ſatisfaction reſults from the af= 


fections of the mind: Man does not purſue his 
courſe in gloomy ſolitude; each individual ſees 

numberleſs companions proceeding in the ſame 
track, from whom he may ſelect ſpirits conge- 
nial with his own; he may form many con- 
nexions, which awaken all the finer feelings of 
the heart, and raiſe him to a ſtate of temporary 
felicity. But as this earth is not our ſeat of 
reſt, all earthly gratifications muſt, after a while, 
be reſigned; if, by our unexpeRed removal to 
another ſcene, they are not ſuddenly loſt to us, 
we become at length loſt to hem; the powers 
of enjoyment fail, and old age, like the breath 
of winter, benumbs the ſenſes and congeals the 
blood. The heart grows cold and torpid, and 


receives no longer the impreſſions of gaiety. 


Sucn, at leaſt, was the conviction of Bar- 
zillai, the Gileadite; a perſonage of conſiderable 
rank and power, who had furniſhed David and 
his army with ſuſtenance while they lay at 
Mahanaim. When Abſalom and his party were 


defeated, 
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defeated, and the King returned in peace, 
Barzillai went down from the city where he 
dwelt, to conduct, his ſovereign over Jordan; 
and, as a reward for the loyalty and attention 
he had manifeſted, this faithful ſubject was in- 
vited to accompany his royal maſter to Jeruſa- 
lem, and partake the ſplendour and luxuries of 
a court. But the Gileadite, ſenſible of his in- 
firmities and approaching. diſſolution, replied, 
. How long have T to live, that I ſhould go up with 
the King unto Feruſalem? I am this day Jprfeore 
years old, and can I diſcern between good and evil? 
Can thy ſervant taſte what I eat or what I drink? 
Can I bear any more the voice of ſinging men aud 


ſinging women? Wherefore then ſhould thy ſervant 
be yet a burden unto my lord the king ? 


Turs paſſage of ſacred hiſtory may ſuggeſt 
the following inquiries: Whether this incapacity 
of enjoyment was peculiar to Barzillai, or 
common to old age? and, whether he did wiſely _ 
in declining the recompenſe which David of- 
fered him, and deſiring to return to his own 
city, that he might be buried in the grave of 
his fathers? If it ſhall be found that he anſwered 
well, and that all men who arrive at the ſame 
date, muſt expect the ſame corporeal decay, we 


may 
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may then aſk, with all due humility, why hath 


the Father of mercies paſſed this decree, So 


long ſhall thy gratifications continue and no 
_— ae 7 

Wr will firſt, then, examine if Time be the 
enemy of pleaſure, and if life, after we have 


numbered fourſcore years, be then, for its little 


remainder, but labour and ſorrow ? 

wa 
Man may be conſidered as a machine, and 

though of the moſt exquifite workmanſhip, 

liable, like any other machine, to a thouſand 

irregularities and diſorders, even while its 


ſprings are yet ſtrong, and many of its parts 


entire; but if it eſcape theſe accidents, which 
may damage or deſtroy it long before the term 
of its uſual duration, it muſt, at laſt, wear 
away and periſh.—During the period to which 
our ſpecies is generally confined, hope and 


fear, grief and joy, occaſionally fill the boſom ; 


but when we paſs the common boundary of 
nature, as the bodily organs are impaired, 
which convey ſenſation to the mind, the facul- 
ties become dead, and the ſoul incapable of 
perception. The young, to uſe the figurative 
language of Solomon, pluck be ro/e of Sharon, 
| and 
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and the lilly of the vallies they ſit down under 
the ſhade of the almond tree; the bloſſom is 
fair to the ſight, and the fruit is ſweet to the | 
taſte ; but the ſeaſon is at hand, when the bloſ- 
ſom ſhall be no longer fragrant, and the fruit 
ſhall ripen in vain. The young come leaping 
upon the mountains with the ſwiftneſs of the roe, 
and call to their choſen companions, in the: 
ſtrain of exultation, The fig-tree putteth forth her 
green figs ; the flowers appear on the earth; the 
time f the ſinging of birds is come, and the voice 
of the turtle is heard in our land: But the hour 
approaches, when the eye ſhall ſee theſe things 
'no more, and the ear be dull of hearing. Na- 
ture blooms in vain to the blind, and harmony 
ſounds. in vain to the deaf. The evil days muſt 
ſoon arrive, when thou ſhalt ſay of every earthly 
good, I have no pleaſure in them—I|When the 
keepers of the houſe ſhall tremble, and the flrong. 
men. ſhall bow themſelves, and the grinders ceaſe, 


becauſe they are few, and thoſe that look out of the 
Windows be darkened.* | 


Ask him, whom you obſerve bowed down 


with decrepitude, and tottering on the verge of 


» Ecclef, xii, 3. 


the 
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the grave, if life hath any thing yet in ſtore, for 
which he can reaſonably wiſh to live. The de- 
lights of ſenſe have forſaken him, the delights 
of the imagination fail. Place before him the 
moſt delicate viands, he cannot now diſtinguiſh 
their exquiſite flavour; preſent him with the 
richeſt wines, they will gladden his heart no 
more; lead him to the top of an eminence 
which commands the extended plain, point out 
the wealth and plenty of the vale, the flocks 
and herds, the fields and villages, the cities 
and palaces ; his ſight is dim, the variegated 
landſkip he cannot diſcern. Collect the faireſt 
flowers and the richeſt odours; to him the 
perfumes of Arabia have loſt their ſcent. En- 
deavour to exhilarate his drooping ſpirit with 
concord and melody; let the damſels appear 
playing with the timbrels, let them ſing to the 
Aringed mſiruments ; let the muſician ſtrike the 
harp, and try if he can expel uneaſineſs and 
langour, as David refreſhed the ſoul of Saul : 
By him, whom cold inſenſibility hath ſeized, 
the ſofter notes are unheard, and the louder are 
conſidered as harſh and diſcordant : tbe mirth 
of tabrets ceaſeth, the noiſe of them that rejorce 
endeth, the joy of the harp ceaſeth.* Will he join 
* Iſaiah xxiv. 8. | oe” 

in 
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in the race with the ſwift, or draw the bow 
with the ſtrong? His limbs are feeble, and his 
nerves relaxed, and exerciſe and ſports can no 
longer engage. Since then he derives little ſa- 
tis faction from the objects that ſurround him, 
and is unable to fill up the heavy hours with 
active recreation, will you aſk if he can look 
into his own mind and extract amuſement from 
himſelf? Even this reſource is denied him: 
His memory, faint and imperfect, cannot trace 
the paſt events of his life, and ſooth him with 
the recollection of pleaſure ; his imagination, 
dull and confuſed, cannot wander from ſcene 
to ſcene, and preſent, to the intellectual eye, 
diſtinct images of abſent or inviſible objects; 
his fancy, cold and inert, cannot enrich him 
with new ideas, nor kindle the glow of anima- 
tion: The whole ſoul is diſordered, and all its 
energy is fled, 


Bur ſhould we enquire of thoſe who are 
exempt from this total debility, whoſe memo- 
ries are ſtill freſh, and whoſe bodily organs ſtill 
perform their functions, we ſhall find but little 

to make us ſolicitous for . longevity. Regret 
embitters the paſt, melancholy darkens the fu- 
ture; they have experienced the folly of purſuit, 

| | they 
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they have experienced the emptineſs of poſſeſ- 
fion ; their choſen friends have dropped away 
one after another, and left them lonely in the 


_ mid{t” of ſociety. New cuſtoms have been 
_ eſtabliſhed, to which they are ſtrangers ; new 


forms and attentions muſt be ſtudied, which 
they cannot readily learn. The caſual vexations 
of the hour grow up into ſerious evils ; they 
are diſtreſſed by the noiſe of the giddy, and ir- 
ritated by the impertinence of the frivolous. 
Nothing is perceived on which the weary ſoul 
ſecurely reſts: They cannot flatter themſelves 
with the proſpect of diſtant years, and the hope 
of many good things yet in ſtore; the grave is 
the immediate proſpect before them, and a In 
ture ne their —_ hope. 


Wr may ſometimes, indeed, obſerve a ſingu- 
lar inſtance of vigorous and cheerful old age. 
A few there are, who enjoy the peculiar bleſſing 
of ſtrength of body and ſerenity of mind, at a 
period when their contemporaries are falling 
into dejection and dotage. A few there are, 
whoſe corporeal and mental powers remain un- 
impaired, like the wheels of a well-conſtructed 
engine, till they all fail together, and every 
part ſtops at once. But ſo rare are theſe ex- 

ceptions, 
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ceptions, that they always attract our admira- 
tion as ſomething out of the common courſe of 
nature, and will not, therefore, at all affect 
the general poſition, that liſe, protracted be- 
Fang a fn Point, is infirmity and pain. 


Tus 5 . we durch need not 1 
ſitate to determine, that Barzillai anſwered 
wiſely; for, when he could no longer taſte what 
he eat or what he drank, why ſhould he ſeek to 
partake the luxuries of a royal table? When 
he could no longer hear the voice of ſinging 
men or of ſinging women, why ſhould he en- 
ter into the hall of muſic, and ſit inattentive to 
the lute and the ſong? The King would have 
augmented the wealth of his ſervant, and ho- 
noured him with titles of dignity; but of what 
uſe are riches to him, who cannot reliſh the 
advantages which riches procure? Or what 
benefit can be derive from title and eminence, - 
in whom the flame of ambition is extinguiſhed? 
The Gileadite, then, did ſurely well, in re- 
ſigning theſe things to the young and the buſy, 
and returning in quiet to his own city. 


Bor ſome, perhaps, will ſay, why hath 
not that good and gracious Being, who gave 
us 
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us the capacities of enjoyment, permitted them 


to laſt invariably till we drop into the tomb? 


Why hath He, who is as kind and bountiful as 


He is juſt and powerful, marked our concluding 
years with feebleneſs and folly, and damped the 
ardour of the young, by ſhewing them, exem- 


plified in their fathers, that length of days is 


length of ſorrow? Let him, in whoſe breaſt 
queſtions like theſe may arife, recollect what 


hath been ſo often repeated, that we live here, 
only that we may be fit to live hereafter; and to 
the intereſts of that futurity it would, doubt- 


leſs, be highly prejudicial, were human life, in 


compliance with our fond wiſhes, no longer 
mutable and vain. 


Lr us ſuppoſe that all thoſe things, which 


even now allure and charm us, were ſubſtantial 


and permanent; ſhould we not ſeek them with 
Mil greater avidity, and facrifice ſtill more 
to obtain them? Would the feeble ſenſe of 


moral rectitude, would even the incitements of 


religion, be ſufficient to repreſs the impulſe of 


defire ? Should we ever think of the night when 
no man can work ? Should we ever learn to pre- 
pare for judgment? But now, ſince we ſee that 
all around us is emptineſs and vanity ; that man 

is 
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is born to trouble, to labour, and to diſguſt; 
that the hour will ſoon overtake us, when a/l 
the daughters of muſick ſhall be brought low, the 
graſobopper be a burden, and deſire fail;* we are, 
in ſome meaſure, weaned from this vale of tears, 
and induced to look forward to that abiding 
home, where grief, and langour, and imbecility 
ſhall ceaſe, and perpetual ſtrength, youth, and 
Joy, accompany us to the end of time. 


We may further obſerve, that as the gratifi- 
cations we experience here, /are totally unlike 
thoſe we are to experience hereafter, it is highly 
neceſſary that we ſhould loſe our reliſh for what 
is thus peculiar and local. The inheritance 
which Car1sT promiſes to his followers, is not 
like the ſenſual paradiſe of the Arabians, nor - 
the elyſian fields of the Heathen : They who 
| ſhall be welcomed with the happy title of good 
and faithful ſervants, are not to lie down on beds 
of flowers, breathing aromatic gales, and in- 
dulging their palates with delicious fruits, lulled 
to ſlumber by falling waters, and awakened by 
the warbling of birds. Theſe are earthly de- 
lights, theſe are the pleaſures of men; and may 


* Eccleſ. xii. 45. 


N we 
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we not then conclude, that to theſe we are ren 
dered inſenſible, even before we are called from 

this globe, that the ſoul may be open to the re- 


ception of felicity more pure, more durable, 
and more exalted? | * 


FroM what hath been urged, the aged may 
be led to remember, that they ſhould decline 
the feſlivity of a crowded circle, and fly with 
abhorrence from the haunts of vice. Nothing 
can be more unnatural than a diſſipated, nothing 
more contemptible than an immoral old man. 
If grey hairs be honourable when accompanied 
with ſobriety and goodneſs, they are a ſhame 
and a reproach when united with levity and 
wickedneſs. Truly deplorable is the condition 
of him, who, after a youth of intemperance 
and ſenſuality, feels the weakneſs of age ſteal- 
ing upon him, while his paſſions remain im- 
pure and vehement ; who reviews his fins, not 
with contrition that they have been committed, 
but with regret that they can be committed 
no more, and is thirſting to be vicious with- 
out the power; who crawls to the grave a 
| ſpectacle of wretchedneſs and guilt, and ſees 
it cloſing over him while he is an alien to 

virtue and to Gop. Let all who have entered 
into 
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into the paths of unrighteouſneſs, ſtop: ſhorr 
ere they advance too far, and be ſedulous to re- 
form ere reformation be hopeleſs. —There is a 
n unto death. Let thoſe, who have numbered 
many years, ſubdue their remaining deſires 
compoſe their minds by meditation and prayer, 
and turn their thoughts and wiſhes” towards 
that exiſtence upon which they are juſt entering. 
With them the night is far ſpent, the day is at 
band. But let them not withdraw from ſociety 
in moody dejection; they ſhould rather retire 
with content and cheerfulneſs, in the thought 
that they have run their race, and ſhall ſoon 
obtain the invaluable prize; let them not relin- 
quiſh the advantages of the world with tardy 
unwillingneſs ; they ſhould rather throw them 
aſide with alacrity, as a man caſts away the- 

toys and trifles of his childhood. 


Tur young may learn not to ſet ſo high a 
value, as they generally do, upon the pleaſures 
of ſenſe, and the diſtinctions of fortune. While 
their views are extenſive, and their hopes ar- 
dent, they will, in ſome meaſure, be occupied 
by the objects that ſurround them; it is natural, 

it is reaſonable that they ſhould. As long as 
| N 2 we 
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we are mortals, we muſt pay ſome regard to the 
concerns of mortals. Religion, when it aſſures 
us that all is vexation of ſpirit, does not exhort 
the labourer to forſake the tillage of his field, 
or the noble to degrade himſelf from his rank, 
and conſume his days in the gloom of a cloiſter. 
Religion, when it requires us 7o paſs the time of 
our ſojourning here in fear,* does not command 
us to abjure all the innocent amuſements of tem- 
perate gaiety. It only entreats us not to pro- 
vide, with ſuch reſtleſs ſolicitude, for the wants 
of this fleeting abode, to the loſs of that glory 
which ſhall be revealed hereafter. Religion 
ſpeaks as unto wiſe men; it reminds us, that the 
forrows and comforts of this varied ftage are 
-momentary, the puniſhments and rewards of a 
future ſtate, eternal ; and appeals to our reaſon, 
whether it is not as much our intereſt, as our 
duty, to abſtain from fleſhly luſts which war againſt 
the ſoul. f Were theſe things duly weighed by 
thoſe who are in the vigour of youth, they would 
not purſue, with ſuch eagerneſs, what is thus 
_ .. prejudicial to their laſting repoſe, and what, 
even here, their declining faculties will not long 
permit them to enjoy. 


peter l. 27, + I Peter il. 11. 
| 8 . Sucn, 
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_Sucn, then, is the appointed condition of 
human kind. After many hours and: years of 
care, they arrive at that ſeaſon, when they grope 
in the 'dark without * light, and | flagger like 4 
drunken man“ But when the miſeries and bur- 
dens of mortality are conſidered, let us be 
careful to diſtinguiſh the voice of ſober medi- 
tation from the murmur of ſullen diſcontent. 
The Diſpoſer of every thing here below, 16 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all bis works ;F' 
and it is as much our duty and our wiſdom to 
bleſs him for that which he denies, as for that 
which he grants. The Father of mercies and 
God of all comforts is not a doting parent who 
gives from inconſiderate fondneſs, nor an ar- 
bitrary ruler who takes away from capricious 
tyranny. He, and He only, diſcerneth both time 
and judgment, and to our wants and weakneſſes 
He proportions his juſt and wiſe diſpenſations. 
He ſcourgeth every ſon whom be receiveth; not 
that he delights to inflict pain, but that we may 
be partakers of his holineſs. T Nothing is more 
abſurd than to ſuppoſe, as is often ſuppoſed, 
that he who declaims upon the vanity of life 
and the emptineſs of enjoyment, declaims 


Job xii. 25. + Pſalm exlv. 17. } Heb. xii, 10, 


Wa" againſt 
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againſt the goodneſs of his Maker. To fay 


that this is not a ſtate of felicity, is only to ſay, 
what no one will deny, that this globe is not 


paradiſe, that earth is not heaven. Here we. 


are ſtrangers and ſojourners, not fixed and ſet- 
tled inhabitants. As well might the traveller 
expect to find the road, through which he is 
paſſing to, his home, every where ſtrewed with 
flowers, ſcreened from the ſun, and ſheltered 


+ 


from the rain, as man to find the path he now 


treads uniformly pleaſant. As well might the 
ſailor hope to have the ſea perpetually calm, 
over which he fails to a diſtant climate: the 


wind may. ſometimes blow too roughly, and 


toſs with violence his ſlender bark; but without 
that wind, which will occaſionally ſtir up the 


tempeſt, how can he be wafted to the haven 


whither he is bound? 


ADnveRs1TY is the portion of him that is born 
of a woman ; but adverſity 1s ſurely neceſſary : 
Yet, did we ſteadily purſue the great end of 
our being, how unimportant would all our ſuf. 
ferings appear! Is not this the moſt fruitful 
ſource of vexation, diſappointment, and bitter- 
neſs of ſpirit, that we are conſtantly thirſting 
and ſearching for happineſs, in a place where 

| f It 
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it never can be found? If, on this ſtage of tur- 
bulence and confuſion, we are, for the moſt 
part, eaſy and tranquil; it is ſurely as much as 
we ſhould reaſonably expect. We can only be 
abſolutely happy, in the ſociety of angels, and 
in the preſence of Gop. 


Bur though it be acknowledged that man is 
ſubject to many griefs which he can neither 
cauſe nor cure, he may always find ample con- 
ſolation in this conviction, that when be is tried, 
be Hall receive the crown of life.* Though he 
be here the prey of debility and diſſolution, he 
ſhall ariſe to decline and to die no more. Be- 
yond all the changes of this mortal dwelling, 
beyond the tomb which reccives our corruptible 
bodies, beyond the clouds and darkneſs which 
now overſhade us, may he who hath grown old 
in piety direct his aſpiring ſight. The corpo- 
real eye can indeed only range over the material 
world, but the mental eye can pierce the ſtarry 
firmament, and explore thoſe glorious regions 
which faith and hope diſplay. Thither, where 
no ſatiety diſguſts, let us wing our ardent wiſhes, 


James Ii. 12. 


N 4 and 
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and lift up our hearts in grateful adoration to 
that all-ruling Providence, which conducts us 
through the vale of dimneſs and ſorrow, to the 
manſion of * and + ins | 4 


On the Kingdom of Heaven. 


n 


1 


SERMON XII. 


Lo xk xii. 32. 


FEAR NOT LITTLE FLOCK, FOR IT IS YOUR FATHER'S GOOD 
PLEASURE TO GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM, 


- 


* 


No one, capable of reflection, ever engaged 
in any purſuit but with a view to the end. 


The peaſant breaks the clod, and ſcatters the 
ſeed, that in due ſeaſon he may reap the fruit ; 
the trader mixes in the fatigue and vexations of 
buſineſs, that he may increaſe his ſubſtance, 
provide a fund for the winter of age; the 
ſtudent devotes his nights to meditation, and 
his days to literary labour, explores the records 
n of 
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of antiquity, and the pages of modern ſcience; 
that he may ſtore his mind with knowledge, 
and raiſe himſelf to eminence, Nothing, per- 
haps, is undertaken for the pleaſure it affords 
in itſelf, the effect it may produce is the leading 
inducement. 


Bur while we are attentive to the conſe. 
quence of our actions here, we forget the great 
purpoſe for which we were called into being. 
Wherefore was man endowed with faculties ſo 
comprehenſive, and animated by a ſpirit ſub- 
lime and aſpiring? Why was he placed upon a 
ſpacious globe, made ſuperior to the animal 

creation, and furniſhed with paſſions to ſtimy- 
late, and reaſon to guide him? Surely not to 
toil through fourſcore years, and then return 
to the earth and periſh: Surely not to confine 
his wiſhes to the fading, unſatis factory pleaſures 
of a day, and depart into everlaſting darkneſs, 
with the melancholy concluſion that all is vanity. 
For higher views, for more ſubſtantial joys, for 
nobler ends were his noſtrils filled with the 
breath of life. Inferior creatures were appointed 
for his uſe, to feed, to clothe, or to ſerve him, 

and, after a while, to be diſſolved and to ap- 


pear 
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pear no more ; but the human race were formed 
to live for ever: Gop created man to be immor- 
tal, and made him io be an image of his own 
eternity.“ 

Ou blefſed Lord, who hath eſtabliſhed this 
glorious conviction upon a ſure and immove- 
able foundation, exhorts his followets neither to 
dread the perſecutions of their adverſaries, nor 
to be anxious for the advantages of the world, 
Our preſent afflictions are tranſtent, and even 
our preſent happineſs conſiſteth not in abundance. 
Why, then, ſhould the threats of men alarm, or 
the proſpect of wealth allure? The neceſſaries 
of food and raiment ſhall be ſupplied by Him 
who diſtributes plenty to the fowls of the air; 
and for the reſt, Fear not,—it is your Father' 8 
good pleaſure to give you the aps pe 


Le us conſider what is the nature of that 
kingdom which 1s here promiſed to the primi- 
tive believers, and whether thoſe who now em- 


brace the Goſpel, have any title to the fame 
reward. 


* Wiſd, ii, 23» 1 


His 


* 
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_ His firſt diſciples expected from Curist the 
reſtoration of that ſecular dominion, which the 
Jewiſh tribes, in general, ſo impatiently deſired; 

and, in conſequence of this aſſurance, we find 
the apoſtles contending, upon different oc- 


caſions, who among them ſhould be the greateſt ; 
nor did they reſign theſe hopes of beholding 


their leader on the throne of David, and of 
raiſing themſelves to the ſummit of earthly 
grandeur, till long intercourſe with their divine 
Maſter had taught them that his kingdom was 
not of this world, and the renovation of their 


hearts and affections had inſpired them with 


brighter expectations of an \inberitance incor- 
ruptible and undefiled. Long were they unwilling 
to believe, that he who reſtored the dead to life, 
ſhould himſelf be ſubject to mortality, and that 


- his followers, like him, ſhould be deſpiſed and 
rejected of men ; but, at length, inſtructed by 


his precepts, and ſtrengthened by his example, 
they bore with patience the ſcorn and mockery 
of their nation, the perſecutions of the Gentiles, 
and the hatred of mankind; and, only attentive 
to the joy that was ſet before them, they welcomed 
the ſword, the ſtake, and the croſs, regardleſs 


of the torture, and deſpiſing the ſhame. 


No 
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No Chriſtians, therefore, muſt look forward 
to the diſtinctions of mortal greatneſs as the re- 
ward of their obedience: The prize for which 
they contend, is not preſent but future; the 
crown to which they aſpire; is not temporal but 
eternal. They muſt relinquiſh unlawful plea- 
ſures and ambitious views; they muſt endure 
the miſeries of this probationary ſtate, and paſs 
through he valley of the ſhadow of death, before 
they can arrive at the habitations of glory. 


Wuar thoſe habitations are, the curioſity of 
man may in vain endeavour to diſcover; though 
almoſt every people have indulged their fancy 
in drawing looſe and imperfect ſketches of the 
inviſible world. Some have repreſented. the 
manſion of the bleſſed, as a beautiful and fertile 
garden; while others have ſuppoſed that, in 
paradiſe, every object they wiſh to behold ſhall 
immediately preſent itſelf to their view. Such 
conjectures, however, derive their origin from 
nothing but the wild chimeras of viſionary 
mortals: Even we, upon whom the light of re- 
velation hath ſhone, can determine nothing 
with preciſion concerning the peculiar felicity 
of departed ſpirits. Imagination may delight 
herſelf with a thouſand idle ſpeculations, but 
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no eye can pierce that impenetrable veil, which 
conceals the kingdom of heaven from the in- 
habirants of earth. 


2 


that, although the Deity is every where preſent, 
and eſſentially pervades the immeaſurable uni- 
verſe; yet there is one region in which he 
more particularly dwells, and even viſibly ap- 


pears on the throne of his glory, ſurrounded by 


innumerable hoſts of angels. To this bright 


abode, it is aſſerted, the ſouls of the virtuous 
will be conveyed, and continue, to all eternity, 


employed in ſinging pſalms of praiſe and ado- 
ration to their Creator. This opinion ſeems 
well ſupported by many texts of ſcripture; but 


how far ſuch paſſages are to be literally under- 


ſtood, it were ſurely vain to inquire. 


Sox have conceived an idea, that when they 
are freed from this corruptible body, they ſhall 
have liberty to range from planet to planet, 
trace out the remoteſt ſtar, and explore the 
whole circle of creation: That their facu t es 
will be thus continually enlarged, and that every 
acquiſition of knowledge will be an acquiſition 
-of happineſs. But let it ſuffice us to be con- 
| vinced, 


+ kt W generally believed, 
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vinced, that wherever we may be ſituated, or 
however we may be employed, we ſhall experi- 


ence the e of joy. : 


Tart are ſcarce any who do not ſooth 
themſelves with the thought of meeting in 
another world their former aſſociates, and being 
again united to thoſe who were moſt dear to 
them on earth; whoſe ſocial gaiety enlivened 
the hours of leiſure, and whoſe tender endear- 
ments alleviated the pains of ſickneſs. So plea- 
ſing a perſuaſion who would not wiſh to in- 
dulge? Yet we cannot ſuppoſe that, among 
ſpirits, a renewal of connexions can take place, 
which were adapted to men; which were 
formed by a ſenſe of mutual} wants and depen- 
dence, and cemented by paſſions that will here- 
after be extinguiſhed : The children of this world 
marry, and are given in marriage ; but they that 
ſhall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
and the reſurretion from the dead, neither marry 
nor are given in marriage.“ 


Tuts does not, however, afford any ground 
to affirm, that we ſhall no more behold our 


Luke xx. 34, 35. 


O departed 
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departed friends, but only that we cannot be 
united to them in the ſame manner: There are 
celeſtial bodies, and bodies terreſtrial ; but as the 
glory of the celeſtial is one, and the glory of the 
terreſtrial another, ſo the ſenſations of the ce- 
leſtial muſt be totally different from the ſen- 
fations of the terreſtrial, That which calls for 
protection and ſympathy from its ſpecies, when 
it is ſow in weakneſs, cannot need the ſame ſup- 
port when it is raiſed in power.* 


Ver without ſociety we can have no con- 
ception of felicity ; a ſolitary, muſt always be a 
miſetable being; and we are expreſsly aſſured, 
that the ſouls of the righteous ſhall be aſſembled 
together, and compoſe an innumerable com- 
pany : but what will be their particular em- 
ployment, what connex1ons will be eſtabliſhed 
among them, what remembrance they may have 
of their former thoughts and actions, or in 

what their happineſs will conſiſt, is totally un- 
known, and probably will for ever remain un- 
known to mortal man. It is, indeed, moſt 
reaſonable to conclude, that it never can be 
revealed to man, unleſs he were endowed with 


1 Cor. xv. 43. 


other 
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other faculties, and his nature wholly changed. 
He hath now no image impreſſed upon his mind 
but what is derived from the objects around 
him; no ſenſation of delight which does not, 
in ſome meaſure, owe its power of giving plea- 
ſure to bodily organs; no juſt conception of a 
ſpirit diveſted of corporcal ſubſtance: How 
then can imagination paint thoſe ſcenes, of 
which no eye hath beheld any kind of ſimilitude? 
Or how can language deſcribe thoſe pleaſures, 
which are independent of all bodily ſenſation, 
and adapted to beings, of whoſe nature we can 
form no adequate idea? FI 


Ir hath been ſaid, that a clear revelation of 
the kingdom of eternal light is refuſed to man- 
kind, becauſe the overpowering ſplendour of 
that abode would ſo dazzle and abſorb their 
ſenſes, that, to the concerns of life, they could 
no longer attend : But ſurely it were ſufficient 
to ſay that it 7s not, becauſe it cannot be dif. 
covered; though the eye could ſee, and the ear 
hear, it were all in vain, while the heart could 
not conceive. i 
SercutArioxs, like theſe, may perhaps amuſe 
the 1 inquirer who delights to wander in the wild 
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regions of fancy, but can never diſpel any de- 
gree of that darkneſs, which our preſent imper- 
fection of intellect renders wholly impervious. 


And, indeed, what could be gained, vere it 


poſſible to attain more preciſe ideas of the pe- 
culiar happineſs of immortals? We already 


know, with certain aſſurance, that there is a 


ſtate of perfect bliſs, though we know not in 
what that bliſs will confiſt ; we know that there 
is a kingdom of eternal glory, though the nature 
of that glory we cannot aſcertain. 


Tur Almighty hath revealed all that was ne- 
ceſſary, and, perhaps, all that was poſſible for 
us to underſtand. He hath declared, that the 
general perſuaſion of every people is not a vain 
and flattering illuſion; that after death hath 
ſnatched us from this temporary dwelling, we 
ſhall enter upon another exiſtence, not diverſi- 
fied with hope and fear, grief and joy, but un- 


changeably miſerable, or unchangeably happy. 


Tus moſt ſtriking difference we can obſerve 
between the gratifications of the mortal and the 
immortal ſtate, is this: Here the delight. we 
experience conſiſts in purſuit: in the world of 
ſpirits 1t will | conſiſt in actual poſſeſſion. All 

that 


— 
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that now attracts deſire and rouzes us to in- 
duſtry, affords little ſatisfaction when it is once 
acquired; new objects perpetually appear; one 
after another is purſued with the ſame unabated 
eagerneſs, till attainment renders the laſt as in- 
fipid as the firſt: Thus is the airy chace con- 
tinued to the cloſe of our days; we ſtill imagine 
that although we have been hitherto in ſearch 
of a phantom, we ſhall at laſt find the ſubſtance; 
without recollecting that man is formed for 
action, and that life is a burden to him who hath 
not ſomething conſtantly in view to kindle ex- 
pectation and ſtimulate diligence. But, in the 
new heavens and the new earth, no objects of 
competition will ariſe to excite our wiſhes; 
where there is no further prize to be gained, 
there can be no conteſt ; where "there is no ſa- 
_ tiety, there can be no need of ſucceſſive changes; 
purſuit will ceaſe in univerſal attainment, at- 
tainment will ſatisfy by conferring compleat 
felicity. No mixture of evil ſhall allay the good, 
no dread of the future diſturb the tranquillity 
of the preſent; unmingled delight ſhall occupy 
the whole ſoul, and that delight ſhall be un- 
alterable and eternal. When thouſands of years 
are paſt, and millions of ages have rolled away, 
if there can then be any diſtinction of time, the 
8 03 glorious 
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glorious thought will ſtill recur, that though the 


ſun hath ceaſed to ſhine, and the ſtars have 


dropped from their orbits, though earth and 
heaven have paſſed away, yet the joys of the 
celeſtial .hierarci:y, like the word of the Al- 
MIGHTY, ſhall feel no change, ſhall find no end. 


Soc 1s the kingdom which unerring Wil- 
dom hath prepared.—But for whom. is it pre- 
pared?—Did Cuxisr. promiſe this great in- 
heritance only to that file Hoch which firſt 
heard the voice of the Shepherd Not unto 
the iu only, but unto all who live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly," and godly in Ibis preſent world, looking for 
that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearance of the 
great Gon, and our Saviour JI xsus.“ 15 
Tur Deliverer of mankind came not to ſeek 
and to ſave an inconſiderable number. He ſent 
not his apoſtles only to the loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael, but commanded them to teach 
all nations ; He is not the propitiation for our 
ſins alone, but alſo for the ſins of the whole world: 
Gop is no reſpecter of perſons ; but in every nation, 
be that feareth Him, and worketh righteouſucſs, is 


* Titus ii, 12, 13. 1 1 John ii. 2. 


accepied 
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accepted with Him: Heaven is not the reſi- 
dence of one choſen people, one elected race, 
but of every kindred, and tongue, and people: 7 
it is not the abode of one ſect of believers, one 
party of enthuſiaſts, but many ſhall come from the 
eaſt, and from the weſt, and ſhall fit down with 
Abraham, I with the patriarchs and the pro- 
phets. Nor let us preſume to ſay that the un- 
inſtructed, who never heard the name of CHRIST, 
ſhall loſe the benefit of his death, and periſh 
through want of knowledge. But this we 
know, and this is ſufficient to influence our 
lives, the children of diſobedience ſh be af 
out. | 


Ir expulſion from the Divine preſence will 
be the certain conſequence of vice, who ſhall 
dare to be vicious? If happineſs, eternal hap- 
pineſs, will be the certain recompenſe of virtue, 
who ſhall negle& to be virtuous? Were he left 
unaſſiſted and unprotected, man might ſome- 
times eſteem his conqueſt over fin and the 
world as hopeleſs and impoſſible, and reſign 
himſelf a prey to comfortleſs deſpair ; but there 


Acts x. 34. + Rev. v. 9. 
Matt. viii. Ir. 


04 
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is a ſecret arm to lead us through difficulty and 


danger, to ſupport us when we faint, and to 
raiſe us when we fall. 


Tuxx fear not little flock—Condutted by a 
SAVIOUR and Repeemer, how can we err? 
Sheltered under the wings of OMni1eotence, 
what ſhall we dread ? Suſtained by the Sy1rIT 
or TRUTH, what ſhall we not reſolutely endure? 
And inſpired by the hope of immortality, what 
ſhall we not cheerfully refign ? Who ſball ſe pa- 
Tale us from the love of CarisT, who hath given 
us ſuch great and precious promiſes ? Shall tribu- 
lation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or naked- 
neſs, or peril, or ſword 2* Surely neither the ſuf- 
ferings of the preſent hour, nor the terrour of 
approaching evil, can ſhake the conſtancy of 
him, who confides in this cheering, this gracious 
declaration: I is your Father's good 1er to 
give 225 the kingdom. 


* Rom, viii. 33. 


On the Knowledge of our Hearts, 


And our Proficiency n the Faith. 
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| SERMON XIII. 


2 CORINTHIANS xiii. 5. 


EXAMINE YOURSELVES WHETHER YE BE IN THE FAITH 
PROVE YOUR OWNSELVES, : 


l 


'Thty who embrace the faith of Cuxlsr are 
well aſſured, that they can never obtain the in- 
heritance which he promiſed to his followers, 
without much previous. tribulation, earneſt 
aſſiduity, and ſtrict ſelf-denial. Even He, 
the great founder of their religion, humbled bim- 
ſelf, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the croſs.*: His apoſtles. paſſed through the 


* Phil, il, 8. 
ſame 
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ſame fiery trial; in labours abundant, in ſtripes 
above meaſure, in priſons frequent, in deaths oft ; 
in wearineſs, in painfulneſs, in watchings, in hunger 
and thirſt, in cold and natedneſs. And although 
the diſciples of Jesvs, in theſe days of peace and 
proſperity, are not called upon to undergo the 
ſufferings of the primitive martyrs, yet they are 
all required to tate up the cro/s and follow their 
Maſter, by crucifying the fleſh, with the 62 
fectious and luſts.T 


No rule was ever preſcribed more neceſſary 
towards the accompliſhment of this arduous 
taſk, than the above injunction of St. Paul. If 
we mean to walk as perſons profeſſing godlineſs, it 
is ſurely indiſpenſibly requiſite that we ſhould 

| Prove our ownſelves ; that we ſhould look into 
our own boſoms, and ſee how far our lives are 
conformable to the laws of our holy calling. 

Man is a free, rational agent, amenable for 
his actions sto the Being who made him; and 

ſince no 1ds than everlaſting happineſs or 
miſery will depend upon the account he ſhall 
render, he cannot ſurely be employed in any 


» 2 Cor. xi. 23, 2). IT al. v. 24. 


buſineſs 
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buſineſs of ſuch moment, as that of commun- 
ing with his own heart, and aſcertaining what 
he may hope or fear. We know that, we are 
by nature inclined to ill, we know that we have 
come ſhort of the glory of Gop, and that, in many 
things, all have offended ; but till we minutely 
ſcrutinize into our conduct, we can only lament 
the ſinfulneſs of mankind in general, without 
correcting our particular frailties. From others 
we ſeldom obtain any material information : 
A friend will rarely venture to remind you even 
of the moſt trivial miſconduct, or the ſmalleſt 
failing: An enemy will probably diſcloſe your 
- follies and errors, but his accuſation you will 
conſider as the effect only of malevolence. The 
miniſter, whoſe province it is to reprove the 
vicious, can be acquainted with little, except in 
very retired ſituations, of the diſpoſitions of 
thoſe who hear him. We cannot now expect 
that a prophet will ariſe to warn and to reclaim, 
and ſhew, as in a glaſs, our imperfections and 
crimes. Each individual muſt hold up to him- 
ſelf the mirror of reflection, and learn the bias 
of his own mind by an impartial review of his 
paſt life : Conſcience will then ſupply the office 


of the prophet, will accuſe and judge, acquit 
and condemn. Yer, 
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Ver, neceſſary as it is, the examination of 
our conduct is ſeldom undertaken, and the 
knowledge of our hearts is faintly ſtudied. To 
penetrate into the thoughts and tempers of 
others, hath been even conſidered as a ſcience, 
and cultivated with laborious application; pe- 
culiar lines and characters of feature have been 
traced with minute exactneſs, and rules have 
been laid down to diſcover, by the exterior ap- 
pearance, what is paſſing in the receſſes of the 
ſoul. But on themſelves men are ever unwilling 
to turn the eye of inquiry, leſt ſomething ſhould 
be obſerved ſeated within, to cover them with 
ſhame, and to ſour their enjoyments. Yet if 
we neglect this important duty from the ap- 
prehenſion of diſquietude, do we not act as ab- 
ſurdly as the wounded man who refuſes the 
aſſiſtance of a ſurgeon, becauſe the operation 
may give him pain? We are beſides ſo abſorbed 
by our attention to the cares and purſuits of the 
world, that we find as little leiſure as inclination 
to weigh ourſelves in the balance: Thus 
through folly, indolence, or vice, the greater 
part of mankind remain deplorably ignorant of 
_ themſelves, SRL 


Ir 
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Ir Nebuchadnezzar had ſearched into his 
own breaſt, he would never have exclaimed, 
with that pride which ignorance alone could 
diate, 1s not this great Babylon, that ] have built 
for the bouſe of the kingdom by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majeſty? He was 
inſenſible of the dependent ſtate of man, he was 
inſenſible of his own weakneſs and folly, and 
therefore a voice from heaven pronounced this 
awful ſentence: O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee 
it is ſpoken ; the kingdom is departed from thee ; 
and they ſhall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling 
ſhall be with the beaſts of the field.*— The apoſtles 
were not conſcious that they were influenced by 
unworthy principles, when, in the warmth of 
inconſiderate zeal, they called upon their Maſter 
to command fire from heaven upon the village 
which refuſed to receive him ; but he anſwered 
them with this pointed reproof: Ze know not 
what manner of ſpirit ye are of. 


Wirnovr the ſtricteſt vigilance, our own 
hearts, even though we are inclined to prove 
them, perpetually deceive us; our actions, in- 
deed, we remember, but the motives that de- 


Dan. iv. 32. + Luke ix. 55. 


termine 
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termine thoſe actions, often lurk in ſecret, and 
we ſcarcely diſtinguiſh by what we have been 
ſwayed. The miſer, when he denies himſelf 
the comforts which court his acceptance, miſ- 
takes his avarice for prudence, and knows not 
that his ſoul is wholly engroſſed by the ſordid 
madneſs of age. The proud man, when he 
ſpurns the poor from his preſence, and turns, 
with contempt, from mean extraction and in- 
ferior ſtation, imagines that ſuch is the ſuitable 
demeanour of conſcious dignity, and perceives 
not that he is entirely governed by the haughti- 
neſs of a low and illiberal ſpirit. The revenge- 
ful, while he purſues the man he hates from 
place to place, often believes himſelf to be 
actuated by a proper reſentment, though in 
truth, he is only impelled by the moſt bitter 
malevolence. The majority, in like manner, 
ſeldom diſcover the chief ſpring which directs 
their conduct; of others they often form a cor- 
rect judgment, but ſcarcely ever of themſelves. 


Ir then it be true, that very few are ſenſible 
of what paſſes in their own boſoms, or trace 
their prevailing propenſities and paſſions to their 


ſource, it will readily be granted that ſtill fewer 


examine whether they be in the failb. The num- 
ber 
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oy her of thoſe is very inconſiderable who duly re- 


flect upon their baptiſmal vow, by which they 
engaged conſtantly to believe Gop's holy word, 
and obediently to keep his commandments ; 
yet, on their performance of this covenant they 
can alone rely for eternal life and glory. 


Ir is time, therefore, for every one profeſſing 
himſelf a Chriſtian, and claiming the promiſes 
of redemption, to aſcertain his proficiency in 
religion. That this great work may be per- 
formed, he muſt firſt determine what is a true 
and neceſſary belief. To enter upon all the 
articles of Chriſtianity, were far too copious a 
ſubject; ſuffice it to conſider, and that briefly, 
thoſe which are moſt evident and eſſential. 


Taz GosPEL is the only rule of faith; and 
the faith which that preſcribes is a firm belief 
in God, a conſtant reliance upon his provi- 
dence, and an immoveable confidence in his 
promiſes; an unlimited aſſent to all the pre- 
cepts and doctrines of his Sox, and a ſure truſt 
in the grace of the Holy SpIRIr. 


To believe in God is not merely to acknow- 
ledge his exiſtence; a true faith includes his 
P wiſdom, 
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wiſdom, his power, his juſtice, and, in ſhort, 
all his moral perfections. Have we this true 
faith? We doubt not, indeed, that there is a 
Gop, and that he is wife and good; but are we 
ever ſenſible that, as all his ways were dictated 
by wiſdom and goodneſs, they are the fitteſt and 
beſt adapted to our intereſt of any thing that 
could poſſibly be deviſed? Do we ever repine 
at what appears a hard and unreaſonable ſacri- 
fice, and imagine that we are tempted above 
what we are able to reſiſt? Do we ever think 
him ſlow to hear, or tardy to believe? Do we 
ever wiſh his decrees reverſed, or his dictates 
aboliſhed? If we entertain any of theſe doubts 
or deſires, we believe not in Gop; at leaſt we 
believe not his attributes ; for if all his laws are 


dictated by wiſdom and goodneſs, how can the 


propriety of any thing proceeding from Him, 
however difficult or obſcure it may appear to 
us, be for a moment queſtioned ? How can it 
be ſuppoſed that, had we been left to act for 
ourſelves, we could have framed a rule of life 
more pleaſant and profitable, than that which 
He hath eſtabliſhed? If Gop be jutt, how can 
we think any ſacrifice unreaſonable which he 
demands, or any temptation irreſiſtible which 
he requires us to ſubdue? An arbitrary tyrant, 


indeed, 
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indeed, may exact impoſſibilities, but an equi- 
table governor will expect no more from his 
ſubjects than they are well able to perform. If 
Gop be juſt, how can he be ſlow to hear? The 
unrighteous judge is only to be moved by 
wearying him with repeated application, or by 
melting him with bribes ; but the upright, even 
among men, attends to the cry of thoſe who 
call upon him, and deals out juſtice to the op- 
preſſed without any recompenſe. If Gov be 
bounteous and compaſſionate, how can He be 
negligent to relieve? The prieſt and the levite 
may paſs by without regarding the wounded 
traveller, but there will ſometimes be found a 
pitying ſtranger to pour oil into his wounds; 
and ſhall we ſuppoſe that the ALLt-mercIeur is 
leſs attentive to the afflicted than man? If Gop 
be righteous and holy, how can we with his de- 
crees reverſed? Of the ſtatutes of human in- 
ſtitution, formed in error and warped by preju- 
dice, we may impatiently defire the repeal 
they may eſtabliſh injuſtice, and arm with au- 
thority the hand of oppreſſion; they may ſpare 
the wide poſſeſſions of the wealthy, while they 
grind to nothing the little ſubſtance of the poor; 
they may infringe the natural rights of indivi- 
duals, and ſtrike at the welfare of a community; 


P 2 but 
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put the ſtatutes of Him who is holy, juſt, and 
true, can only tend to eſtabliſh holineſs, juſtice, 
and truth. In ſhort, whatever may be our de- 
ſires, whatever may be our reaſonings, it is part 
of our faith to be convinced, that, ſince every 
thing which exiſts, exiſts by the power of Gop, 
and every thing that we perceive in the moral, 
as well as in the natural world, is cauſed or per- 
mitted by Him, every thing is exactly as it Hud 


be. If at any time we do not believe this, we, 


in effect, do not believe in Gop. 


A consTANT reliance upon his providence 
ſeems to be the certain effect of this rational 
belief; yet many good men were undetermined 
in their opinions concerning the particular in- 
terference of Heaven, till the Goſpel put this 
beyond all diſpute; for it might be argued, that 

the Axruichrr, having placed mankind in a 
world where every thing abounded for their 
comfort and nouriſhment, and having endowed 
them with reaſon, which, if properly attended 

to, would make them happy, had left them to 
their own guidance, and no longer regarded the 
affairs of human life, except on ſome peculiar 
and great occaſions. Such an opinion might 
be 3 by reflecting on the immea- 


ſurable 
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ſurable diſtance between the Creator and the 


created, the greatneſs of Gon, the inſignificancy 
of man, and the folly and littleneſs of his words 
and works all the days of his vain life, which be 
ſpendeth as a ſhadow.* To this might be added 


the obſervation, that there is no viſible inte- 


ference, all things appearing as if left to the 
courſe of nature, and the conſequence of cer- 


' tain laws and properties, fixed and given to 


matter at the beginning. What was thus ob- 
ſcure to the eye of reaſon, is clear to the eye of 
Faith; ſince the Sow of the HIGHEST declared, 
that even the moſt common and inconſiderable 
birds, which were of ſo little worth, that they 
were ſold for the ſmalleſt picce of coin, fell not 
to the ground but with the knowledge and per- 
miſſion of Him who made them. If then He 
thus regards the fowls of the air, ſhall he not 
much more watch over the ſons of thoſe whom 
He formed after his own image, and deſtined 
for immortality? Have we an entire reliance 
upon this Eis providence? Do we not confide 


too much on our own ſtrength, or in our own 


prudence? Do we not, in our afflictions, look 
to men, rather than to Gop, for ſupport, and 


» Ecclef. vi, 12. 
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depend more on the protection of the wealthy, 
than on the Rock or Acts? Do we not ſome- 
times exclaim, with the preſumption of igno- 
rance, to-morrow we will go into ſuch a city, and 
continue there a year, and buy and ſell, and get 
gain 2* If we thus rely upon the vigour of our 
own arm, and the wiſdom of our own councils, 
if we call upon man that ſhall die, and the fon of 
man that withereth as the graſs, if we ſeek not 
the aid of Heaven in all our undertakings, we 
© cannot be ſaid to put our truſt in Gop. 

Tus promiſes made by the Goſpel, are im- 
mortality and unending felicity, to thoſe who 

believe and obey. That we ſhall live hereafter 
' we are the c fore inconteſtably convinced; but 
from ſuch a conviction, there are certain con- 
ſequences naturally reſulting, for which, per- 
haps, we may ſearch in vain. An eternity of 
happineſs is ſo infinitely beyond any thing we 
could hope for; unmingled joy is ſo unſpeakably 
beyond any thing that we can experience here, 
even though all the pleaſures of all the ſenſes 
could be felt at once, that ſuch a proſpect muſt 
ſurely bear down every oppoſition, and induce 


* James iv. 13. 


a rational 


ü 5 
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a rational creature to ſacrifice all earthly de- 
lights, that he may obtain ſo great and glorious 
a bleſſing. Have theſe promiſes ſuch an effect 
upon us? Do we ſet /he inheritance of the ſaints 
always before our eyes, and make it an anchor of 
the ſoul in every diſtrcſs? Do we renounce all 
the hidden things of diſhonefly, the pomp of am- 
bition, and the hoards of avarice, and ſeek above 
all things the kingdom of GoD and bis righteouſ- 
neſs? If we do this, we can anſwer, we firmly 
believe; but if this world hach more hold upon 
our hearts than the hopes of futurity, we can- 
not truly ſay, that we have an immoveable 
confidence in the promiſes of Gop. 


HavinsG thus reviewed our faith in the Fa- 
THER, We are next to examine our abſolute de- 


pendance upon the Sox, and our truſt in the 
Hol Spikrr. | 


Wurd many, offended at the doctrine of 
Cuglsr, withdrew themſelves from the number 
of his diſciples, He thus addrefſed his choſen 
apoſtles: Will ye alſo go away? But Peter re- 
plied, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? Thou baſt the 
words of eternal life. He was thoroughly con- 
vinced that they could repair to no other guide, 
and that no means remained of obtaining ſal- 
| P 4 vation, 
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vation, but by attending to the words which 


the Mess1an delivered. On natural religion we 


cannot depend, for we have tranſgreſſed the 
rules it preſcribed. To the Jewiſh inſtitution 
we cannot fly, for the law having a ſhadow of 
good things to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never, with thoſe ſacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually, make the comers 


thereunto perfect.? But what natural religion 


could not diſcover, the Goſpel hath diſplayed, 
and what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the fleſh, the Goſpel hath per- 


formed; Gop having ſent his Sox in the like- 
neſs of man, and for ſin, condemned ſin in the 


Reſh,F that the righteouſneſs of the law, and the 
precepts of natural religion, might be fulfilled in 
all who confide in IESsus.— To us, and to all 


who believe and obey, there is a Saviour which 
is CnrisT the Lord; and to depend on any 


other, is to lean upon the broken reed, and, 
like the rebellious houſe of Iſrael, to hold à co- 
venant with death, to make lies our refuge, and 
to hide ourſelves under falſehood. . 


Every Chriſtian muſt depart from iniquity: 
but leſt his feeble efforts ſhould prove inef. 


1 Heb. X. I, f 7 Rom. viii, 3» 


fectual, 


Seam. XIII.] and our Proficiency in the Faith. | 217 
fectual, he is animated by the Comforter from 
above. The Se1z1T, proceeding from the Fa- 
THER and the Sox, ſanctifies our corrupt nature, 
and diſpoſes us both 70 will and to du. To faith, 
he gives firmneſs; to piety, ardour; to every 
virtue, ſtrength and efficacy. He ſuſtains the 
weak, confirms the wavering, enlightens the 
ignorant, and perfects the good. He ſupports 

us under all the perils of our Chriſtian race, and 
gives us vigour to reach the goal and obtain the 
incorruptible prize. In what manner the Holy 
Ghoſt operates, or how our ſouls are cleanſed by 
his inſpiration, we know not; but this we know, 
that /bey who aſk his aid ſhall receive, they who 
ſeek, ſhall find Him. 


Tuvs are we aſſiſted by an inviſible Power; 
but we are only aſſiſted : the Armicurty does 
not compel men to be virtuous, and draw them 
from evil without any ſtruggle of their own; 
He does not perform all, and leave his creatures 
to do nothing; we, on our part, muſt ſtrive ' 
againſt ſin, and make uſe of every means which 


reaſon or religion can preſcribe, to put off the 
old man with his deeds.* | 


Col. ni. 9. 


AGAINST 
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AcainsT a faith like this, which directly 
tends to make us virtuous and happy, who can 
poſſibly object Vet objections have been 
made. A crucified RxDREMER, to ſome mo- 
dern cavillers, as well as formerly to the Jews 
and Greeks, hath been a fumbling block, and 
fooliſhneſs. Yet they who now oppoſe us, are 
free from the peculiar prejudices of Iſrael ; they 
have no ſuperſtitious reverence for external 
rites, nor any blind veneration for a prior inſti- 
tution: like the ancient heathen, therefore, they 
muſt be puffed up with the vanity of falſe phi- 
loſophy, and think to explore the works of 
Ouxiscirxcx by the faint ray of a glimmering 
taper. Is it the part of a wiſe man to deny all 
- that he cannot comprehend ? Shall we ſay that 
any doctrine is not agreeable to the attributes 
of the Deity, becauſe we cannot diſcover what 
the angels in vain deſire io look into? As well 
might a child attempt to reaſon upon the laws 
and government of a mighty empire, as man 
to account for the purpoſes of Heaven. Shall 
we, who can ſcarcely boaſt ſufficient diſcern- 
ment to inveſtigate the plaineſt effects of nature, 
ſhall we pretend to inſpect the ſecret ſprings 


that guide the univerſe, and decide concerning = 


what is fit or unfit for the ALMIGHTY to ac- 
W 
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compliſh? With the ſame preſumption we 
might think to raiſe an edifice to heaven, and 
force a paſſage into the realms of ſpirits. 


Bor thoſe parts of the New Teſtament, which 
are hard to be underſtood, are not the great rocks 
of offence at which ſo many ſtumble and fall. 
The world in general would be well contented 
to believe, were nothing elſe required; but they 
cannot ſubmit to that renovation of heart, and 
that ſtrict integrity of life, which muſt be the 
conſequent fruits of their faith. Were it only 
written on the banners of Chriſtianity, There ig 
now no condemnation to them that are in CHalsr 
Jesvs, all would eagerly flock to her ſtandard ; 
but the apoſtle hath been careful to add, who 
walk not after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit.* This 
is what the adverſary cannot endure. He tells 
you, perhaps, that his reaſon will not let him 
embrace the religion of  Jesus ; but look nar- 
rowly into his boſom, and you will commonly 
ſee that his ambition, his avarice, his ſenſuality, 
put themſelves in battle array againſt the law 
that would deſtroy them; like the legion of 
devils, they have taken poſſeſſion of the body, 
and will not ſuffer the holy One to enter. Were 


* Rom, viii. 1. 


the 
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the miniſters of the Goſpel to hold this lan- 
guage, © Come unto me, ye that riot in licen- 
« tiouſneſs, and know, that as the Saviour 
« died for your ſins, and was raiſed for your 
< juſtification, you may ſtill continue in your 
« iniquities; for to you no fin will be imputed, 
even though you remain the ſlaves of vice;“ 
were theſe our tenets, doubtleſs the temples of 
Gop would be crowded with believers, and all 
would preſs to be received within the pale of 
that church which made ſuch bold and ample 
promiſes. But we dare not flatter thoſe with 
any hope who are conformed to this world, and, 
while they affect to put on the Lord Jrsus 
Curisr, ſtill perſiſt in making proviſion for the 
leſs. 


EveRky prejudice that impedes the reception 


of Revelation, originates in the depravity of 


our nature, the pride of fancied knowledge, and 
the mental darkneſs which now ſurrounds us. 
To thoſe, however, who with a conſcience void 
of offence, advance towards that Sun of Righ- 
teouſneſs which illuminates the world, Curisr - 
will be found the power of Gop and the wiſdom of 
God; and while the proud and the contentious 


7 
through their boaſted ./ n, know not the 


ALMIGHTY, 
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Alulchrr, and reject his diſpenſation, they 
who believe, by what their enemies may call 
the fooliſhneſs of preaching, ſhall lay hold on the 
promiſes of Jesvs, who of GoD is made unto us 


wiſdom and righteouſneſs, ſanttification and re- 
demption. 


Tur law which we endeavour to propagate, 
comes not recommended by the arts and em- 
belliſhments of man; it is not ſupported, like 
the precepts of philoſophy, merely by its native 
worth and beauty; it is not preſcribed by the 
legiſlature, for the better regulation of govern- 
ment; it is not built upon the authority of 
ſynods and councils, nor ordained by the church 
of England or the church of Rome; but en- 
Joined by a Power which none can diſpute. 
From the Fountain of knowledge and goodneſs 
it proceeds, by the Lord of heaven and earth it 
is commanded ; he, therefore, that deſpiſeth, de- 
ſpiſeth not man, but Gop.F 


StiNCE ſuch at leaſt are its pretenſions, ſhall 
any of us neglect to try the evidences of the 
Goſpel? and if we are convinced that its origin 

57M 


* £ Cor. i. 30. + 1 Thefl. iv. 8. 
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js divine, ſhall we a moment delay to examine 
whether we are guided by this unerring rule? 
We cannot ſurely diſbelieve ; we dare not ſurely 
diſobey. 

Know ye, then, your ownſ/elves ? Are ye maſ- 
ters of your own hearts, and perceive ye that 
Jesvs CurIsT 7s in you, except ye be reprobates ? 
Are ye ready to receive the words of truth, and 
eager to obey the call of grace? Happy is the 
man who can juſtly declare that he is a Chriſtian 
in deed, as well as in-name. Let no one be dif. 
couraged by the uneaſineſs he may feel upon 
ſelf-examination, nor deſiſt through ſluggiſh 
indolence, or hopeleſs deſpondency : Though 
the heart be found corrupt and ſenſual, the grace 
of Gop can pervade and cleanſe it from all im- 
purity ; the Spirir of Holineſs can change this 
whitened ſepulchre, full of all uncleanneſs, into 
a pure temple, enlightened with celeſtial glory. 


SERMON XIV. 


PREACHED ON THE DEATH OP A FRIEND. 
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REFVELATIONS xiv. 13. 
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I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING UN TO ME, WRITE, 
BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD FROM 
HENCEFORTH: YEA, SAITH THE SPIRIT, THAT THEY MAY 

REST FROM THEIR LABOURS; AND THEIR WORKS DO 
FOLLOW THEM. 


— — 


AMIDST the numerous calamities of human 
life, nothing can afford ſubſtantial repoſe, but 
the expectation of immortality. While the 
proſpect is gay and unclouded, and all that we 
behold combines to ſoothe and delight the 
mind, we ſeek no other ſatisfaction but what 
reſults from the objects immediately before us, 
nor think of the gloom which may ſoon involve 
the ſkies, and change the preſent lively ſcene 
into cheerleſs melancholy. But when every 


4 thing 
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thing we ſee tends only to remind us of ſorrow, 
when all is dark and dreary, and the world hath 
loſt its attractions, we naturally turn to ſome- 
thing beyond the world, and fly for ſupport and 
conſolation to the aſylum of Religion, Nor 
to her do we fly in vain. In the hour of 
| terrour, Religion adminiſters courage; in the 
þ day of diſtreſs, ſhe gives relief; in the time of 
perſecution, ſhe arms with patience ; and at the 
moment of diſſolution, inſpires with hope. In 
the ear of the dying, ſhe breathes this joyful 
declaration, Bleſſed are the dead which die in the 
Lord! | 


| Tuts chapter of the Apocalypſe affords a 
ſtriking and ſublime repreſentation of the glory 

which attends the true diſciples of ChRIST, and 
the puniſhments inflicted upon thoſe who wor- 
; ſhip the beaſt and his image. While the evan- 
geliſt was in the ſpirit, and beheld his Re- 
DEEMER ſtanding upon Mount Sion, accompa- 
nied by the ſaints who had his Father's name 
=  @ritten on their forebeads, a voice was heard, as 
the voice of many waters, and as the voice of a 
great thunder, and the ſound of harpers tuning 
their harps ; and they ſung, as it were, a new 
ſong before the throne; and no man could learn ihat 


Jong, 
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ſong, but they which were redeemed from the earth. 

Theſe glorified beings were the ſpirits of men 
who had never yielded to the dominion of fin, 
but followed the commandments of their Pro- 
phet and Saviour. In their mouth was found no 
guile, for they are without fault before the throne 
of Gop. For ſuch as theſe is that manſion re- 
ſerved, which no mortal eye can ever explore; 
to ſuch as theſe are the titles given of called, and 
choſen, and faithful; whoſe life is pure, whoſe 
death is tranquil, and whoſe reſurrection is glo- 
rious. But, unhappily, there are ſome who 
muſt drink of that wine of the wrath of Go, 
which is poured out, without mixture, into the cup 
ef his indignation ; whoſe life is guiltineſs, whoſe 
death is terrour, and whoſe reſurrection is a re- 
ſurrection to miſery. 


Ir hath been demanded by thoſe who wiſh 
to penetrate into the great ſchemes of Provi- 
dence, wherefore it comes to paſs that ſo little 
diſtinction is made between the undeſerving 
and the meritorious, and why the ungodly ſhould 
ſometimes flouriſh, while the pious ſink in ob- 
ſcurity, or pine in ſorrow. Wherefore do the 
wicked live, become old, yea are mighty in power ? 
Their houſes are ſafe from fear, neither is the | 


WI rod 
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rod of Gov upon them.* But the time of their 


proſperity and exultation is ſhort ; for though 
they riot in the profuſion of luxury, and give 
law to a train of dependants, though the mul 
titude bows in reverence as they paſs, and the 
ſong of feſtivity re-echoes from their dwellings, 
yet in a moment they go down to the grave. 
Like the fleeting exhalations of the night, they 


blaze for a ſeaſon, and then are loſt in darkneſs; 


while the holy man, though he lies down in the 
ſame duſt with the profane and the ſenſual, and 
leaves his body, like them, a prey to corrup- 
tion, awakes not, like them, to the voice of 
condemnation, but riſes to behold and. to be 
happy with his Gop. 


Ws dare make the appeal to any one, young 
or old, wiſe or unlearned, whether he can doubt 
this awful truth, that after death cometh the 
judgment. Reaſon tells us that iniquity merits 
puniſhment ; reaſon tells us that Go is juſt. 
We ſee, indeed, that ſentence againſt the wicked 
is not executed ſpeedily but can we think that 
the hour of trial will not, at laſt, arrive? We 
ſee, perhaps, a virtuous individual ſtruggling 
with difficulty, depreſſed by the infolence of 


hy Job Xi. 9, I + Ibid xxi. 13. 10 
Pride, 
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pride, or cruſhed by the weight of power; and 
do we not believe that his ſufferings will be re- 
compenſed, and his piety crowned with long 
felicity? If Reaſon were ſilent, Revelation hath 
left us no room to heſitate. We all have heard 
that voice from Heaven, which proclaimed con- 
fuſion and wo to the diſobedient, peace and 
joy to the righteous. 


In death the Chriſtian refs from bis labours.=— 
He hath na longer to contend with the world ; 
to reſiſt the ſeductions of pleaſure, and ſubdue 
the cravings of ambition; to arm againſt the 
machinations of Satan, and the treachery and 
injuſtice of man. The ſhield of faith he needs 
no more; the ſword of the Spirit hath per- 
formed its work; his warfare is concluded, and 
victory is obtained. Life, without a reference 
to futurity, will ever continue to be painful and 
oppreſſive. Much toil and anxiety does the 
beſt man undergo while he paſſes from infancy 
to old age. In youth, perhaps, he is diſap- 
pointed in his earlieſt expectations; deceived in 
his friendſhips by too open and unſuſpecting a 
temper ; ridiculed by the vicicus, and betrayed 
by the hypocritical ; labouring through the pe- | 
riod of manhood to Drocure a ſcamy proviſion, 
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and daily obſerving the cruel, the avaricious, and 
the ſelfiſh, raiſing themſelves to eminence, while 
he remains unnoticed and unknown. To a va- 
riety of ill we all are liable ; to the arrows of 
peſtilence, and the ſtroke of accident; to the 
ſnares of fraud, and the ſting of unkindneſs. 
Some lingering diſtemper may prey upon the 
body, baniſh ſleep from the eyes, and joy from 
the heart; ſome unexpected misfortune may 
inyolve us in trouble, conſume our ſubſtance, 


- and reduce us to penury : For precarious is the 


tenure on which all earthly poſſeſſions are held, 
and numberleſs are the avenues that lead to 
ruin. The connexions we form for our eaſe and 
happineſs, will ſometimes prove the ſources of 
diſquietude and grief. Thoſe whom we have 
too haſtily choſen for our neareſt aſſociates, may 
be untractable, gloomy, or contentious; we may 


be involved, unwarily, in domeſtick broils, and 


our home may be rendered diſguſting and weari- 
ſome. Children, the greateſt comfort to de- 
clining years, wken they are docile and well- 
giſpoſed, nay be obſtinate and vicious, and 
bring the grey hairs of the parent with ſorroß 
to the grave. Ffom theſe ſublunary cares, from 
publick and private evil, from the anguiſh of 
diſappointed hope, the pangs of diſeaſe, the ca- 

lamities 
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lamities of poverty, and all the numberleſs 
vexations of the world, the child of affliction is 
releaſed by death. Death at once breaks every 
yoke, and frees us from every burden. The 
' ſpirit of man, while confined in the body, is as 
the bird impriſoned in the net of the fowler 
death looſens the cords, and the joyful captive 
eſcapes to his native ſkies. | 


In the tomb the wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and the weary be at reſt ;* in that abode of in- 
ſenſibility we eſcape perſecution, and ceaſe to 
be perplexed with our vain labours ; but ſome- 
thing better than mere ceſſation from fatigue, 
or exemption from peril, awaits thoſe who die in 
the Lord, for when the trumpet ſhall ſound, and 
the dead ſhall be raiſed, their works follow them, 
Before the great tribunal of Gop, the good 
deeds of the faithful ſhall plead their cauſe, and 
the mercy of the HicntzsT ſhall accept and re- 
ward them, 


Or the great day of retribution this ſolemn 
deſcription hath been given by that evangeliſt, 
to whom were revealed in viſions the myſteries 


* Job Ul. 17. 
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of Heaven: I. ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, 
ſtand before Gor, and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of thoſe things 
_ which were written in the books. — And the ſea 
gave up the dead which were in it; and death and 
| bell delivered up the dead which were in them : 
and they were judged, every man, according to their 
works.* Haſt thou caſt thy bread upon the waters, 
and thought it loſt? Behold, now is the time 
arrived, in which it is found with large increaſe. 
Haſt thou diſtributed to the wants of the neceſ- 
ſitous ? haft thou protected the helpleſs, ſuſ- 
tained the weak, raiſed the humble? The hour 
is come, when all thy good works ſhall be ac- 
knowledged. Haſt thou patiently endured the 
oppreſſion of the great? haſt thou laboured in 
thy vocation with diligence and cheerfulneſs ? 
haſt thou ſtudied to promote the welfare of thoſe 
with whom thou haſt been connected? haſt 
thou been thankful to thy unſeen benefactor for 
all thou haſt enjoyed, and deſpiſed not his 
chaſtiſement when trouble hath aſſailed thee ? 
If thou canſt anſwer well, bleſſed art thou, 
faithful ſervant ! bleſſed above thy conception ; 
for behold the holy city deſcending from Heaven 


® Rev, x. 12, 13. 
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to receive the juſt, and prepared as a bride adorned 
for ber buſband ; and hear the voice of Infinite 
Goodneſs declaring that He will dwell with them, 
and hey ſhall be bis people; that He will wipe all 
tears from their eyes, and baniſh /orrow, pain, and 
death, from their dwellings. He that overcometh 
ſhall inherit all things ; I will be his'Gop, and he 
ſhall be my ſon.“ What heart can remain unaf- 
fected at the proſpect of a change like this? 
From perpetual toil to conſtant repoſe, from 
frequent miſery to unceaſing joy, from the valley 
of the ſhadow of death to the preſence of the 
ArMICHTYI— Well, then, might the Spirit pro- 
nounce thoſe bleſſed who die in the faith of Jrsvs, 
and in obedience to his laws, ſince thus they reſt 


from all their labours, and. their works follow 
them to the throne of Gop, 


SINCE ſuch are the promiſes of an immutable 
CREA Trog, ſhall any one be found ſo hardy as to 
affirm that there is no reſurrection of the dead?. 
Shall any individual now declare, like the miſ- 
guided Sadducee of old, that there is no future 
recompenſe to ſtimulate our diligence in holi- 
neſs, and that man and heaſt have one common 
end? Where ſuch a ſuſpicion can be enter- 


® Rev. zul. 7. 


tained, 


234 On the Death of the Pious. [SERM. XIV, 


tained, virtue, and peace, and comfort are no 
more. But our faith is too well grounded to 
permit the ſhadow of a doubt; our confidence 
in the witnefſes, who followed their Maſter 
through danger, perſecution, and death, is roo 
firm to be ſhaken by the crafty arts of thoſe 
who dig the pit for our ſouls. Upon us the 
ſubtle inſinuations of every enemy can have no 
power; we know that as ſurely as by man came 
death, by man came aljo the ręſurrection of the 
dead.* = 


Vr ſome objector may ariſe, as in the days 
of the apoſtle, and demand, How is this reſur- 
rection performed? How are the dead raiſed up, 
and. with what body do they come & To which 
we anſwer, they are raiſed by that ſupreme 
PowtR, who formed them in the beginning; 
and ſurely he who could create, with the ſame 
eaſe can reſtore: They will come. with that 
body which it ſhall pleaſe their Maker to be- 
ſtow; not, indeed, with that corruptible fleſh 
we now inhabit, for e and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of Cop; neither doth corruption inherit 
incorruplion. I We are ſufficiently convinced, 
that it will not reſemble the material ſubſtance 


vy Cor. XV. 21. + Ibid. xv. 35. + Ibid. xv. 50. 
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of an animal ; but what it will reſemble, we can 
never determine: Nor is it at all requiſite that 
we ſhould. I zs ſown a natural body, it is raiſed 
a ſpiritual body : This may ſurely ſuffice us to 
know, without minutely and vainly enquiring 
concerning the particles of which it ſhall be 
compoſed. Upon this aſſurance we may ſe- 
curely reſt, that, as we bave borne the image of 


the earthy, ſo ſhall we alſo bear the image of the 
heavenly. 


Tur we may die in the Lord, let us live ac- 
cording to his will; let us live as rational be- 
ings, as true Chriſtians, as candidates for a 
glorious immortality. Let us ſhew that we 
are ſenſible our life is but a vapour, not by 
the gloom: of our countenance, or the dejection 
of our ſpirits, but by the ſteadineſs of our vir- 
tue, and our contempt for the fleeting gratifica- 
tions of the world, Let us ſhew that we are 
conſcious our works follow us, not by loading 
the altar with the ſplendid offerings of ſuper- 
ſtition, or by the pointed diſplay of oſtentatious 
liberality, but by the ſacrifice of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit, and the conſtant exertibns of feel- 
ing benevolence. We want no additional in- 

citement, we need no fafer guide—Heaven is 
| the 
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the mark to which we preſs forward ; the Goſpel 
is the light to conduct us on our way. 


From the book of ſalvation, therefore, learn 
the true wiſdom: It is ever open to your ſearch ; 
conſider it, be virtuous, and be happy. Try 
every action of your lives by the rules of that 
admirable, that perfect law. Expel from your 
hearts every inclination to forbidden pleaſure ; 
_ cultivate every thing that is generous and praiſe. 
worthy : So ſhall the grace of Gop ſupport, and 
lead you to the grave in peace : loved by your 
brethren while you live, lamented when you de- 
part, and crowned with felicity unſpeakable 
when you are called from the tomb. 


Ir, upon this occaſion, any recent inſtance 
of piety and goodneſs ſhould recur to your me- 
mory ; if you have known among you one, who, 
in the ſtation allotted him, performed the ſo- 
cial duties of a man, and the ſacred offices of a 
Chrili.an, with alacrity and reverence, be fol- 
lowers of him, as he was of ChRIST. Review 
every part of his conduct which may redound ' 
to his honour and your improvement; and if 
ſome errour or caſual impropriety can be diſ- 
covered, avoid it in your own practice, but do 
| not 
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not enviouſly diſplay it to the ſight of others. 
The moſt ſhining examples cannot be without 
defects ; but where defects are ſo few; let them 
be as ſpots in the ſun, which are wholly loſt in 
the brightneſs of the luminary. - Obſerve him 
with a mind enlightened by knowledge, yet not 
clated with the vanity of learning; endowed by 
nature with conſiderable abilities, which he had 
cultivated with laborious application, ſee him. 
willingly ſubmitting to the drudgery of common 
avocations, and mixing in friendly intercourſe 
with thoſe, whoſe employments and habits of 
life precluded them from intellectual attain- 

ments: Nor can this be eſteemed a trivial com- 

mendation, ſince it hath been remarked by one 

of the beſt men, and the firſt moral writer of 
the preſent age, that “ a voluntary deſcent from 

* the dignity of ſcience is, perhaps, one of the 

« hardeſt leſſons humility can teach.” 


Bur let not that part of his character be un- 
noticed which all may imitate, his purity of 
morals and warmth of piety. Let thoſe little 
circumſtances be remembered that gave teſti- 
mony to his domeſtick virtues ; and laſt of all, 
regard his more than philoſophick patience, his 
Chriſtian fortitude, during the repeated attacks 

of 
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of a ſlow, but fatal diſeaſe. That firm prin- | 


ciple of religion, which made no ſtir or pre- 
tenſions in the ordinary concerns of the world, 


which was not perpetually in his mouth, but 


rooted in his heart, that principle could make 
him cheerful in the hour of ſickneſs and pain, 
and receive that ſtroke with placid reſignation, 
from which mankind in general would fly with 
terrour. Can we conſider the cloſe of a life 
like this, without ſtedfaſtly reſolving to live as 
he lived, that we may die as he died? 8 


6 


On thie Day of tlie Lord. 


SERMON XV. 


Jo EL ii. Is 


BLOW YE THE TRUMPET IN SION, AND SOUND AN ALARM 
IN MY HOLY MOUNTAIN; LET ALL THE INHABITANTS 

OF THE LAND TREMBLE, FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD 
COMETH, FOR IT is NIGH AT HAND, 


Tu follies and vices of other men are ſo 
open to obſervation, that they are at once diſ- 
tinguiſhed in their full magnitude, while our 
. own are beheld as through a dim glaſs; they 
are faintly and imperfectly deſcried, if not 
totally hid from our ſight. © Let me heal 
« thee of thine infirmity, is perpetually the 
language of mankind to their brethren, though 

R 1 


at che ſame time a diſeaſe as virulent preys upon 


him, who would undertake the cure of his 
neighbour. of £ I AV Sand 


WaHen the covetous man hears the impre- 
cations auc impiety of the profane, he exclaims 
againſt the wickedneſs of the age, and, like the 
Phariſee, pretends to be thankful that he does 
not take the name of his Gop in vain; yet at 
that very inſtant ſhould a wretched object ſo. 
licit his compaſſion,” and aſk a morſel of bread 
to ſatisfy the wants of nature, he repulſes the 
ſuppliant with indignation, and complains that 
he is perpetually aſſailed: with the clamour of 
poverty; forgetting that the ſame Gop, who 
declared, by Moſes, He would not hold him 

guiltleſs that ſhould take his name in vain, ſaid 
alfo, by his Son, give to bim that aſketh thee, and 
from him that Would borrow of thee turn thou wot 
atga\y* 090 19010 PI Dt 


Tx 7 ? 
| þ &*« 


Wurd the extortioner behelds the drunkard 
impairing his fortune, his health, and his under- 
ſtanding, or ſees the adulterer laying ſchemes to 
ce and _—_ he aſks FRO if Wey have 


. © Matt. v 


any 
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any ſenſe of religion, and departs, in abhor- 
rence of their crimes, to wring (24, 6 the hands 
of the cottager the little he, hath gained. by 
tedious labour, or to Purlue't the debtor t ta the 
utmoſt extremity of the law, and lake ! the coat 
from him that hath no other. covering ; not | con- 
ſidering that the ſame F ather of all, who com- 


20) 10 Vier 


manded us to, live erb, and righteau ly, . hath 
aſſured us that he will er tothe mo eptors 


oon! 4211918 Art 


that hard and unfeeling creditor "who. ſhall 
| 27 D316 v2 1 
ſeize his fellow-ſervant by the throat 


and rigo- 
rouſly exact abe utlermoſt TE: 


20G : 17 


OJ 0 20 0 / 40 13105) 41 
Wirt, the Lime" belt. partiality "do, Fe, of ten 
expieſs our aſtoniſhment, that, alter th he many 


gracious calls of their Jenovay v to repentance, 
after the Prophets had fo repeatedly cried . out 


+4 > | 2.8 * 


in their ſtreets, repreſented in the een o- 
ours the folly of theix conduct, an 8 threat 
them with fo many and ſuch ſevere 2 5 


8 977 


NN 


wonder that the Jews, ſhould remain  infenfble, 
and fill merit the title, 1 often given them, « of 


44144 


an obſtinate and rebellious people. Yet if the 
queſtion were put to us, "whether we have not, 


* 111 11 C 


like them, ſhut our cars to conviction, a and dif- 


'þ 18 S1 


regarded the ordinances of Gp. what could we 
b R 2 anf wer? 


f 


- 
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anſwer? We muſt ſurely confeſs that we have 
finned againſt the Loxp, though a greater than 
Moſes hath given us a law of ſalvation ; we muſt- 
ſurely acknowledge, that we have not Been con- 
verted and healed, though a greater than Iſaiah 
hath cauſed bis glorious voice to be beard. Too 
many of us, who bear the name of Chriſtians, 
ſtill continue reſolutely impenitent, or indo- 
lently careleſs, though the Mess1an himſelf | 
_ called us unto holineſs. RN IE 


Tax TD Joel was commiſſioned by the 
Diſpoſer of Nations, to 4/ow the trumpet in Zion, 
and proclaim to its inhabitants the deſtruction _ 
which they had brought upon their country by 
their vices and idolatry. A ſwarm of noxious 
inſects, as a mighty army, was to devour the 
fruits of the earth, and convert their pleaſant 
vales into a deſolate wilderneſs. Hear this ye 
old men, and give ear all ye inhabitants of the land, 
awake ye drunkards and weep, for a nation is come 
up, firong and without number. Nor was this 
the only viſitation with which they were me- 
naced : Their inſpired writers had foretold that 
war ſhould go hand in hand with famine, and 
that their ſons and daughters ſhould be wan- 
derers and captives. Well, then, might the 

3 5 tribes 


/ 
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tribes of Iſrael be called upon to 7remBle, for the 
' ſpirit of the Lord was departing from their 
race: That powerful arm, which had led them 
through every peril, was about to direct the 
| ſword of their enemy, and that mighty voice, 
which had inſpired them with ardour, was now 
to ſpread an alarm through the holy mountain, 
and to fill them with confuſion and diſmay. 


Tux prophets who ſpoke to the deſcendants 
of Abraham, ſpeak likewiſe to us: Whether 
we are ever to apprehend ſuch a temporal pu- 
niſhment as that which fell upon the Jewiſh 
nation, it were needleſs to determine, fince the 
Sow of Gop hath appeared to warn the wicked 
of a deſtruction more fatal, a wo more terrible. 


Tuxx ſurely it is neceſſary for every preacher 
of righteouſneſs to cry aloud, and ſpare not, to 
lift up his voice like a trumpet, to ſhew the people 
their tranſgreſſion, and the houſe of Facob their 
ſin*,—that thoſe who are vicious may fear and 
be reclaimed, that thoſe who are heedleſs may 
attend and be earneſt to work out their ſalvation; 
and that thoſe who have trimmed their lamps, 


* Iſaiah eiii. 1. 


R3 and 
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and prepared for the reception of the bride- 


goom, may ſtill watch, that rohen the Lord 
cometh and knocketh, they ma ” open t to bin imme- 
diatelys. 


By the — impatience with which re- 
proof is heard, it ſeems evident that of all things 
it is the moſt hateful to be reminded of our 
faults. Remonſtrance, however it may be con- 
veyed, is generally unwelcome; chiefly, per- 
haps, becauſe it infers a degree of ſuperiority 
in the monitor, to which the pride of human 
nature cannot willingly ſubmit. But though 
ſome excuſe could be allowed for our weakneſs, 
when a fellow creature ſteps forth to queſtion | 
and to chide us, yet we might ſurely hear with 
patience when our Maker condeſcends to reaſon 
with us, and ſubmiſſively bow the neck to that 
rod of correction, which is held out by the hand 
of the AL MIGHTY. The ſick man thankfully 
receives the medicine, however nauſeous, which 
his phyſician preſcribes; and the wounded en- 
dures the moſt painful operation, if he is aſſured 
by the ſkilful that it is requiſite for his recovery; 
but we throw aſide with diſguſt the medicine 


* Luke xil. 36. 


which 
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which is held out to us by the Phyſician of the 
foul, and ſhrink from the * . n 
ſearch the heart. 


Wurd Amos declared that the Lord would 
riſe againſt the houſe of Jeroboam with the 
ſword, Amaziah, the prieſt of Bethel, and the 
creature of the king, accuſed the holy man of 
conſpiring againſt his ſovereign, and complained 
that the land was not. able 10: bear. all bis words. 
O thou: ſeer, ſaid the corrupt prieſt, go, flee thee 
away into the land of Judab, and there eat bread 
aud propheſy there ; but. propheſy not. again any 
more at Bethel ; for it is the keng's chapel, and it 

is the king's court.* Yet Amos. ſpake not upon 
his own authority: I was na prophet, he replied, 
but an herdman; and the Lok D ſaid unto. me, Go, 
' propheſy unto my people Hrael. In the ſame man- 
ner is the inſtructor, who would remind us of 
our duty, repulſed by the proud and the un- 
godly; yet the ſaints and martyrs who have in- 
vited us to repentance, preach not themſelves, but 
-Cnr1sT Jesus the Lorp.f It is not man who 
takes upon him to remonſtrate with the ſinner ;. 
it is not man who reaches out his hand to guide 


* Amos vii. 12, 13. + 2 Cor. iv. 5. 


R 4 | us 


* 
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us from the errour of our ways, and lead us into 
the paths of wiſdom : It is not the creature, 
ſubject to the ſame paſſions and foibles with 
ourſelves, who reproaches us with ingratitude 
and folly, but the ETzRnar and ArLMercIFuL. 
Gop ſpeaks by the mouth of men. The Ruler 
of the ſtorm, the Governor of the heavens, 
calls to us by the voice of His prophets, and 
addreſſes Himſelf to the clay he animated, by 
the pen of His apoſtle: For lo, He that formeth | 
the mountains and createth the wind, declareth unto 
man what is His thought ; that maketh the morning 
darkneſs, and treadeth upon the. high places of the 
earth, the Lord, the Gop or Hosrs, 7s bis 
name. It is He who hath a controver/y with 
His people; it is Hz who deigns to plead with 
Tfrael; it is He who threatens in mercy, and 
proclaims the day of vengeance at hand, that 
we may turn and repent, and offend no more. 


Ver can the unrighteous believe this? We 
ſhall at firſt, perhaps, be led to ſuſpect, that 
they who tranſgreſs the law of holineſs, cannot 
think that its origin is divine; we ſhall imagine 


Amos iv. 13. 
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that they who refuſe to hearken, muſt eſteem 
the ſacred oracles as groſs forgeries, which 
claim authority that was never conferred, and 
which promiſe rewards and threaten | puniſh= 
ments for actions that are alike indifferent to 
the Lord of creation. For who would dare to 
contemn the precepts of the beſt and greateſt 
of Beings, and incur the diſpleaſure of Him, 
at whoſe preſence the hills melt like wax, and 
the frame of nature is. convulſed? of Him, who 
reads every ſecret thought which caſually ariſes 


in the mind, as plainly as though it were en- 


graved on. monuments of braſs, and whoſe 
power to deſtroy is irreſiſtible as the peſtilence 
that walketh in darkneſs * Obſerve the offender 
whoſe mouth is full of curſing and bitterneſs, 
who is perpetually blaſpheming the name in 
which he was baptized, and profaning the or- 
dinances of Him by whom he lives; can he be- 
lieve that Gop thus ſpake by the mouth of 
Moſes, Ye fhall not fwear by my name falſely, 
neither ſhalt thou profane the name of thy Gop? * 
Regard the man who 1s lying in wait for his 
adverſary, eager to revenge an inſult which was 
given in the heat of anger, or in the oppoſition 


* Levit, ix. 18. 
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of jarring intereſts; who hath treaſured up the 


hope of vengeance, as a miſer his ſtore, and fed 
his malice, like the unrelenting ſavage, with 
the expectation of ſhedding blood; can he be- 


. Heve that with the ſame meaſure he metes it ſball 
ze meaſured to'him again, and that he hall have 


judgment without mercy, that hath ſbewed no 
merey? Mark him who hath given a free 
rein to his vices, and made, as it were, a cove- 
mant-with impurity ; his appetites are to him as 
a law which muſt be invariably obeyed ; he 


breaks through the obligations of ſociety,” and 


deſtroys the peace of - individuals, rather than 
loſe bis are of voluptuouſne/s. He ſaith in his 


heart, ſolen waters are ſweet, and bread eaten in 


ſecret is pleaſant ;F and he lurks about in the 
twilight like a robber, that he may enter un- 
ſeen into the houſe of the adultreſs. He ſurely 


knoweth not that there is an eye to obſerve, 


though all mankind” ſhould fleep; he ſurely 
cannot believe that the voice of inſpiration hath 
declared, they who walk after the fleſh, in the luſt 


"of uncleanneſs, ſhall utterly periſh in their own cor- 
*ruption.} In ſhort, wherever we ſurvey depra- 
vity, we ſhall: ſtill be inclined to ſuppoſe, that 


James ii. 123. f Prov. ix/77, 2 Peter ii. 12. 


the 


8 
Scan. * On the Day of the Lord. 91 
the writings of the prophets and apoſtles are 
conſidered as fables, and the idea of a day of * 
judgment, as the dream of folly, or the = 
vention of fraud. 


Amp yet, notwithſtanding infatuated mortals 
appear unbelievers by their actions, you will 
find, upon more diligent inquiry, that a very 
inconſidefable ' number are really what they 
ſeem. So powerful, ſo incontrovertible are the 
evidences of religion, that even among the moſt 
ſenſual and debauched, you will perceive but 
few wo are infidels at heart. While they Nel 
the vigour of health, and no proſpect of im- 
mediate danger is before them, their belief may- 
be ſaid to ſlumber; but viſit them with ſome 
ſudden calamity, and their faith will revive; 
let them feel the terrour of approaching diſ- 
ſolution, and you will hear the tongue that never 
called upon the name of Jrsus, except in hor- 
rid imprecations, acknowledging his authority, 
and imploring his mercy. But I will make the 
appeal to the heart of every ſinner, whether, in 
ſpite of all the cavils of the adverſary, and the 
allurements of vice, in ſpite of every objection 
that can be urged againſt” revelation, aſſiſted by 
his love of pleaſure, and his deſire of being 

freed 
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freed from the reſtraints of morality, whether 


he can ever eraſe from his mind the expectation 


of that day of retribution, for which the Goſpel 
warns him to prepare? What a reproach then 
do they bring upon themſelves by their negli- 
gence and folly, in acting ſo oppoſite to the 


precepts of their faith, as to make it appear that 


they have caſt away the word of reconciliation, 


and abandoned themſelves wholly to infidelity 


of ſuali/ prepoſterous conduct? Our Lord will 
ſurely conſider thoſe as aliens and adverſaries, 


and at . What muſt be the conſequence 


who deny Him before men, by ſhewing that 
his commandments have no influence upon 


their lives. To refuſe to obey, is to refuſe to 
acknowledge Him. 


Ir is ſaid, and with great appearance of 
reaſon, that nothing but the remoteneſs of the 
rewards and puniſhments of another world could 


prevent them from having that effect upon our 


conduct, which they ſo juſtly claim. Preſent 


pleaſure ſmiles before us, and the joys of futurity 


are forgotten; immediate gain lies within our 
reach, and the treaſures of heaven are unre- 


garded. But ſhall we not remember that the 
delights of eternity never cloy, and that the 


riches 
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riches of the kingdom of God neither moth nor 
ruſt can corrupt ? Or if it ſhould yet be ſaid that, 
ſtill, though complete and unfading, they are 
diftant objects of attention, let us aſk, What is 
the period which muſt elapſe before we can ob- 
tain them? Muſt thouſands and thouſands of 
years intervene; muſt millions of ages roll 
ſlowly away? On the contrary, the kingdom of - 
Heaven is at band. Do we not know that the 
utmoſt extent of human exiſtence is but a ſpan? 
Do we not know that whatever may be our 

. power, whatever may be our wealth, whatever 
our capacities and means of enjoyment, aut 
bodies muſt ſpeedily decay, and return to the 
duſt from whence they came? Whether liſe be 
a ſcene of pleaſure or pain, the curtain muſt 
ſoon drop, and the gay machinery at once va- 
niſh. Darkneſs and death are approaching, and 
death will be ſucceeded by judgment./ Then 
wo to them who now put far away the evil day, 
and cauſe the ſeat of violence to come near; Tho lie 
upon beds of ivory, and fliretch themſelves upon their 
couches, and chant to the ſound of the viol. If the 
wretch be ſinking with confuſion and affright, 
who ſtands, as a culprit, in the courts of juſtice, 


* Amos vi. 3, 4. 


what 
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what muſt be the perturbation of their minds, 
who, fully ſenſible of their enormities, are {ok 
moned by the trumpet to anſwer at the tribunal 
of Gop? The mortal judge may be deceived, 
the evidence may be inſufficient, , and the om 


| evaded; but who ſhall deceive Him whole eye 


reads the ſoul? ? What ſhall evade, the perfect. law 
of holineſs ? Nor power, nor art can eraſe from 
the book of life thoſe evil deeds, which have 
been recorded by angels, and ſeen by Gon... 
FR Ws. are faon ahmed at. 1 evil, and 
ſpitt to eſcape from temporal miſery: Why 
ſhould we be careleſs and ſecure, only when we 
have, moſt occaſion to fear, and neglect to arm 
againſt that hour of terrour zwhen the ſun and 
moon ſhall be dark, and the flars withdraw their 


Dining? Then 1er all the inhabitants of the land 


tremble, while the apprehenſion of danger can 
urge them to repentance, and /#rz unto the 
Lord with weeping and prayer, ere to weep and 
to pray be too late. When the angel hath /bru/? 


in the /ickle, and the harveſt of the earth is ripe, it 
5 will be vain to ſeek the REDEEMER; it will be 


vain to fly from be Jungen, for e they dig 


* Joel U. 10. 


1110 
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into hell, thence. ſhall mine hand take them; though 


they climb up 4 2 bent Will I nn them 
_ | 11 4 fs 


int "I hach hs Sun 55. frlgbteoufueſ ariſen 
th be a light to the Gentiles, and the glory of Iſrael. 
A Meſſiah was foretold, a Meſſiah bath ap- 
peared; redemption was promiſed, redemption 
hath been accompliſhed. The Spirit hath de- 
ſcended from above to enlighten the hearts of 
his choſen people, and preach the everlaſting 
Goſpel to the inhabitants of the world. The 
name of Jesus hath been declared; we have 
been invited to repent, to de converted, and 
faved. If the expectation. of reward be in- 
effectual, let the dread of puniſhment reclaim 
us, and let each individual: conſider himſelf as 
particularly addreſſed by that warning angel, 
who thus exclaimed in the midſt of Heaven: | 
Fear Gop and give glory 10 Him, for the hour of 
bis r ls is come. f 
To the man who attentively regards the great 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, who weighs the dif- 
ference between the preſent and the future, and, 


Amos ix, 2. + Rev. xiv. 7. 


beholds, 
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beholds, in the mirror of Hope, that glorious 
inheritance which is prepared for the faithful; 
to the man who truly and firmly believes, what 
are all the pleaſures of ſenſe, the glitter of 
wealth, or the diſtinctions of greatneſs? What 
is the vain toil and buſtle of the world to him, 
who reflects on that day when the Lord ſball ariſe 
to ſhake terribly tbe carib, and all the poliſhed 
works of man, which the labour of uniting 
millions hath completed, ſhall be cruſhed in a 
moment? when cities and empires, lands and 
ſeas, ſhall ruſh confuſedly together, and the vaſt 
theatre of nature paſs away, as the meteor which 
ſweeps through the air, and is ſeen no more? 
Theſe are not the flights of fancy, or the dreams 
of enthuſiaſm; theſe are not the pictures of a 
poetical imagination, or the wild chimeras of a 
diſtempered brain: The heavens ſhall be diſ- 
ſolved, and the elements all melt with fervent 
heat.“ The Lorp Jtsus /hall be revealed from . 
heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire. f 
This is the ſolemn declaration of that BEING, 
whoſe hands have formed, ſuſtained, and will, 
| at laſt, deſtroy the mighty maſs : Be w/e now, 
therefore, O ye kings! be inſtructed, ye judges of 


| » 2 Peter iii, 13. + 2 Theff. i. 7. 


ble N | x | the 
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the earth! * Prepare, by a life of undifſembled 
piety, for that awful period, when, at the voice 
of the AcMIcarty, the graves ſhall yield up 
their dead, all nations and languages ſhall ſtand 
before his throne, the books be opened, and 
every one judged according to his works. Attend 
to the call of prophets and apoſtles, of ſaints and 
martyrs, of Him, who is he way, the truth, and 
the life, that hereafter ye may hear theſe joyful 
ſounds: Behold the tabernacle of Gop is with 
men—and there ſhall be no more death, nor ſorrow, 


nor pain, for the former things are paſſed away. . 


*. Pfal. ii. 10. 1 Rev. xx1, 4. 
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On Obedience to Government. 
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SERMON XVI. 


Por. xxiv. 271, 


MY SON, FEAR THOU THE LORD AND THE KING, AND MED- 
DLE NOT WITH THEM THAT ARE GIVEN TO CHANGE, 


MANkIND may be conſidered in a twofold 
capacity; as creatures placed by Providence 
in this world to fulfil the duties of their various 
ſtations and employments, and as ſpirits de- 
ſigned for a more exalted dwelling, with fa- 
culties and means of enjoyment of which we 
can form at preſent no clear and diſtinct no- 
tions. But however enlarged our powers may 
hereafter be, and however different the occu- 
pations and purſuits of this life and the life 


83 everlaſl ing. | 
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everlaſting, yet the characters of a human be- 
ing and an immortal ſpirit are by no means 
oppoſite or diſſimilar. The juſt made perfect 
are only men with more comprehenſive facul- 

ties, more exalted virtue, purified 'from all 
mortal frailties, and exempted from every temp- 
tation to evil. A good man, therefore, while 
he is buſied in the duties of his ſtation, is not 
only well employed with reſpect to this world, 
but is qualifying himſelf for a ſuperior office in 
the world to come. The loyal ſubject, the up- 
right citizen, the pious Chriſtian, while he ob- 

| tains the applauſe of men, and feels that ſatis- 
faction of mind which always ſprings from the 
conſciouſneſs of doing well, has the ſuperior 
delight of reflecting, that while he is contri- 
buting to the welfare of his fellow creatures he 
is inſuring the ſalvation of his own ſoul. 


In the words of the text may be comprized 
all the duties we owe to Gop, and to the go- 
vernment under which we live.—My ſon, fear 
thou the Lord and the King to this the wiſe man 
adds a caution not to ſuffer ourſelves to be 
overborne by the open violence, or ſeduced by 
the ſecret inſinuations and devices of thoſe who 
are enemies to religion, or to the authority of 

| the 
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the civil magiſtrate and meddle not with ibem 
that are given to change. 


Ir is my intention, firſt, to conſider what is 
the duty we owe to Go My ſon, fear thou the 
Lord. Secondly, the reverence we ought to pay 
to him, in whoſe hands authority is lodged= 

.fear thou the Lord and the King. — And, thirdly, 
why we ſhould be upon our guard againſt in- 
novators in religion or diſturbers of government 

Sand meddle not with them that are given to change. 


- Taar fear of God which the wiſe man means 
to inculcate, and which every created. being 
ought to feel, has in it nothing of that ſlaviſh 
dread and terrour which is excited by the idea 
of an arbitrary and unfeeling maſter : God is 
love.He. had no other purpoſe in creating us 
but to make us happy, and all his laws, all his 
diſpenſations, all his prohibitions are directed 
to that end. The divine nature hath been 
groſsly miſrepreſented by thoſe enthuſiaſts, 
who have earneſtly endeavoured to propagate 
the doctrines of predeſtination and election.— 
Their four minds and narrow prejudices have 
formed the picture of a partial and unjuſt ty- 
rant, and while they deſcribe their Maker as 
| S 4 having 
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having pre-ordained a certain number to ſalva- 
tion, and conſigned all others to perdition, be- 
fore they were born, and conſequently before 
they were capable of committing any fin ; while 
theſe blind guides thus paint theGop of Heaven, 
they ſhew their deplorable ignorance of the 
plaineſt principles of juſtice and equity, and 
of the true nature of that gracious Being, whoſe 
tender mercies are over all his works. The 
fear which a reaſonable creature ſhould enter- 
tain, conſiſts in a deep reverence for Him who 

is the ſupreme Lord of the univerſe; an entire 
ſubmiſſion to his will, whoſe judgments are true 
and righteous altogether; and an unſhaken con- 
fidence in that Providence, which caufeth all 
things to work together for good to them that fear 
Gop. True religion does not inſpire any ſen- 
timents of our Maker, but ſuch as incline us to 
honour him, to worſhip him, to truſt in him, 
and to obey him; and every thing that repre- 
ſents him in a different light from that in which 
the goſpel diſplays him, as the father of mercies 
and the God of all comfort, is but the artifice of 
fraud, or the dream of ſuperſtition. 


Ler us therefore ſhew our fear of Gop by 
conforming our lives to his precepts ; dread- 


ing 
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ing to diſpleaſe him, as the dutiful child dreads 
ro diſpleaſe an indulgent and bountiful father. 
They, indeed, who offend of malicious wickedneſs, 
and prefer the oppreſſive dominion of fin, to the 
mild government of the righteous Lord, have 


reaſon for a very different fear, that fearful ex- 


pectation of judgment and fiery indignation which 
ſhall devour the adverſary ; but every ſincere 
Chriſtian who endeavours to obſerve the com- 
mandments of his maſter, and to walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith he is called, may rely on 
the goodneſs of his Creator, for the forgiveneſs 
of thoſe treſpaſſes into which he is undeſignedly 


betrayed: by che frailty of his mortal nature; 


for there is mercy with thee, and therefore ſhalt 
thou be feared. 


We are next to conſider the obedience we 
ſhould pay to the government ,under which we 
live. The King is the chief magiſtrate, ap- 
pointed by Providence to that ſtation, not for 
his own peculiar gratification, but for the ge- 
neral welfare of the community: Let every ſoul 
be ſubject to the bigber Powers, for there is no 
power but of Gap ; the Powers that be are or- 
dained of Gop.* In this paſſage it is expreſsly 

* Rom. xiii. 1. 


aſſerted, 
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aſſerted, that Princes reign by the appointment 
or permiſſion of divine Providence; and in the 
following verſe, all reſiſtance on the part of the 
ſubject ſeems to be forbidden, whoſoever there- 
fore reſifleth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of 


Bor this cannot be underſtood as prohibiting 


all oppoſition to deſpotic and tyrannic rulers. , 


Nature, which is but another name for Gop, 
has implanted in our hearts an abhorrence of 
_ - oppreſſion, and given us courage to aſſert thoſe 
undoubted rights, of which no earthly Prince 
can with juſtice deprive us. But though we 
may. refiſt the abuſe of power, every man 1s not 
therefore allowed to fland up in oppoſition to 
lawful authority, becauſe he fancies a govern- 

ment may be impraved. 
Ix would be tedious, and perhaps improper 
in this place, to enter upon political diſquiſi- 
tions, and it may be ſufficient for my preſent 
purpoſe to remind you, that no man is en- 
couraged by the Goſpel of CHRIST, lightly to 
ſet up for a reformer of governments. Our 
Saviour himſelf paid every mark of reſpect and 
ſubmiſſion to thoſe who ſat in the ſeat of power. 
| | He 
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He gave tribute for himſelf and Peter, and his 

apoſtle writes, { exhort, therefore, that firſt of all, 
| ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men; for Kings and all that 
are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godlineſs and honefty.* Nor is 
the fear enjoined us towards Kings a ſlaviſb fear, 

for rulers are not a terrour to good works, but to 
' the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power ? do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have 
praiſe of the ſame ; for be is the miniſter of GoD 
to thee for good. But if thou do that which is 
evil, be afraid ; for he beareth not the ſword in 
vain : for be is the miniſter of God; a revenger | 
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Where= 
fore we muſt needs be ſubje&, not only for wrath 
but alſo for conſcience ſake. For, for this cauſe pay 
We tribute alſo, for they are Gop's miniſters, at- 
tending continually upon this very thing. Render 
therefore to all their dues ; tribute to whom tribute 


is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, _ to whom _ 
Honour lo whom honour. T 


 TainDLy, we are to conſider why we ſhould 
be upon our guard againſt innovators in religion, 
or diſturbers-of government. 

* xTim.ii.x, 4, Rom. xiii. 2, &c. 


In 
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Is the firſt place the character of thoſe who 
are given to change, 'is commonly ſuch as does 
not. entitle them to much attention. He who 
is eager to overturn what has been long eſta- 
bliſhed, is uſually influenced either by the pride 
of fancied knowledge; or by a reſtleſs and diſ- 
cContented ſpirit, impatient of reſtraint, and dif- 
duaining ſubjection; or by motives of ſelf intereſt, 
5 and hope of bettering his own condition. 


Ws may often obſerve a man who has ac- 
quired ſome degree of knowledge, though, per- 
haps, by no means eminently conſpicuous for 
brightneſs of parts or extent of learning, ima- 
gine that he is able to diſcover great defects in 
laws, inſtitutions, and governments: ſuch a one» 
in the confidence of his own ingenuity, will be 
very forward to condemn whatever may not 
agree with his own ideas, and will take ſome 
pains to perſuade others, that what has long 
been held in veneration, his ſagacity has diſco- 
vered to be unworthy of regard. 


A wan of a reſtleſs and diſcontented temper, 
finding himſelf uneaſy in his preſent ſituation, 
1s defirous of change. Perhaps he may deceive 
himſelf as well as others, and believe that thoſe 
| | faults 
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faults really exiſt in ſyſtems of religion or go- 
vernment, which in fact are only in his own 
diſtempered fancy. Men of this character, too, 
who are the greateſt declaimers againſt oppreſ- - 
ſion and tyranny while they are under the con- 
troul of others, commonly prove the greateſt 


oppreſſors and tyrants if they ever obtain power; 
and thoſe who make the loudeſt outcries for li- 
berty for themſelves, will * allow the 


leaſt of it to others. 


Tus third and the moſt numerous claſs of 


reformers are thoſe who are incited by ſelf-in- 
rereſt. They who have little or nothing to loſe, 
imagine they cannot be the worſe for any 
change, and are commonly ready to encourage 
ſeditions and tumults, in the hope of n 
ſome part of the plunder. 


An now, what is the change for which theſe 
men wiſh, and which they endeavour to per- 
ſuade others to ſeek ? With reſpect to religion, 
ſome, though at preſent in this country they do 
not openly declare themſelves, are endeavouring 
to ſap the very foundations of all religion and 


morality ; while others only talk of reforming 


thoſe abuſes which have crept into the national 
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church. 
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church. The firſt claſs of theſe men may, I 


think, very juſtly be called the general enemies 


of mankind; ſince they would remove thoſe 


barriers which can alone oppoſe our appetites 
and paſſions, and would deprive us of thoſe 


hopes which can alone ſupport us in ſorrow and 


calamity. What will they ſubſtitute in the 
place of that ſyſtem of morality which is deli- 
vered in the Goſpel of Jesus CHRIST? What 


prop will they offer to the deſpiſed and the 


miſerable, when they have taught them to 
deny the Lord, the Rock of ages? What proſ- 


pect will they open to the ſick and dying, when 


they have robbed them of the hope of an in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reſerved in heaven ? Surely ſuch ſe- 
ducers muſt have diſtempered heads, as well 


as corrupt hearts; and the minds of thoſe men 


muſt be infatuated, who can give ear to ſuch 
gloomy and fatal doctrines, as would deprive 
them of faith, of hope, and of morals. 


Bor the greater part of thoſe who are given 


to change, do not aim at aboliſhing all ideas of 


religion; they talk only of reformation : They 
complain of the corruptions which have crept 
into, the Church and State ; and though they 

| | are 
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are eager to correct what they call-abuſes, they 
profeſs their attachment in general to the laus 
and religion of their country. But what is the 
reformation they ſo loudly demand? Do they 
pretend to diſcover that the faults of our go- 
vernment wholly deſtroy our temporal liberty, 
peace, and proſperity, or that the errors of 
our church will be fatal to our eternal ſalvation? 
— This they can hardly aſſert Their quarrel 
is not with eſſentials, but with things in them- 
ſelves trivial and unimportant. They are of- 
fended, perhaps, at the ſurplice worn by our 
prieſts, at the decorations of our churches, at 
the repetition of a ſtudied form of prayer, at 
the government of the church by biſhops, at 
the ſubſcription or interpretation given to va- 
rious articles of religion; and many other 
things of the ſame kind, which have little of 
nothing to do with the great end and deſign of 
Chriſtianity, the practice of virtue and true 
holineſs. Nor are their objections to our civil 
government, though too numerous to be here 
repeated, of much more weight. The great 
outcry is, that we have not ſufficient liberty ; 
but has not every man liberty to worſhip Gop 
in the manner moſt agreeable to his conſcience? 

| | Is 
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—Is it not in the power of every man, by in- 
duſtry, frugality, and temperance, virtues en- 
joined by the Goſpel, to procure the neceſſaries, 
and many of the comforts of life? May not 
every one connect himſelf in marriage accord- 
ing to his inclinations? May not every one 
chooſe ſuch an employment or calling as is moſt 

agreeable to himſelf, or to his neareſt friends ? 
Is not the property of every one as ſecure from 
fraud or force as laws can make it? And is not - 
the perſon of the pooreſt among us as ſacred 
and ſecure as that of the moſt exalted? Does 
not juſtice pronounce the ſentence of death on 
the murderer of the beggar, as well as on the 
murderer of the Prince? 


Ir is true there is a very great difference in 
the fortunes and ſituations of men. Some are 
born to the poſſeſſion of extenſive eſtates and 
hereditary honours, while others are compelled 
to labour for a ſcanty and precarious mainte- 
nance. But this inequality of conditions has 
ever exiſted in all ages, and muſt ſtill continue 
in all countries of the world, and under every 
form of government. The earth muſt be tilled 
by ſome whoſe neceſſities compel them to la- 
bour; 
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bour; manufactures and trade muſt be carried 


on by thoſe who are exempted from the fatigues 


of the huſbandman; while others muſt be em- 
ployed in cultivating their minds for the ge- 
neral good, in forming laws, diſtributing juſ- 
tice, and managing the concerns and intereſts 
of nations. Equality is a word which has been 
artfully made uſe of, and is indeed well calcu- 
lated to take hold of the lower claſſes of men, 
and incite them to diſcontent and inſurrection; 
but equality, in the proper ſenſe of the word, 
cannot exiſt in any ſtate; it is equally incon- 
ſiſtent with the condition of mankind and the 
decrees of Providence. | 


ST. Paul's reaſoning is exactly applicable to 
this point: The body is not one member, but many. 
If the foot ſhall jay, becauſe I am not the hand, I 


am not of the body, is it therefore not of the body? 


And if the ear ſhall ſay, becauſe I am not the eye 
Jam not of the body, is it therefere not of the body? 
If the peaſant ſhall ſay, becauſe I am not the 
Lord of the foil, I have no ſhare in the political 
body, or if the manufacturer ſhall ſay, becauſe 
I have no part in the direction of public affairs, 
I am no part of the community, is not their 


** complaint 
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complaint as unjuſt as that of the members? 
| Af the: whole body were un eye, where were the 
hearing If the whole were: hearing, where were 
_the ſmelling ?' So, in the political body, if the 
whole were governors, where were the governed ? 
If all men were free from labour, how would the 
fruits of the earth be produced? But now hath 
So d ſet the members every one of them in the body as 
i hath pleaſed him. And if tbey were all one me- 
ber, where: were the body? But now are they many 
members, yet but: one body; ſo now are there many 
.ranks and degrees of men, yet but one general 
community. And the eye cannot ſay unto the 
hand, I have no need of thee ; nor the bead to the 
feet, I have no need of you: ſo neither can the 
labourer ſay to his employer, I have no need of 
thee, nor the merchant to the Prince, I have no 
need of thee.—Nay, much more thoſe members of 
the body, which: ſeem to be more feeble, are neceſſary. 
r God batb tempered them” .together—that 
"there ſhould be no ſchiſm (or divifion) in the body, 
-but that the members fhould have the ſame care one 
for © another ; and whether one member ſuffer, 
all the members ſuffer with it; or one mem- 
ber be honoured, all the members rejoice with 


ve." 
* x Cor. xii, 14, &c. 
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Luer us not, then, by graſping at ſome fan- 
cied good, hazard our real happineſs. Change 
is at all times dangerous, eſpecially when it is 
to be a e- ee. by violence. But as this 
ſubjeck' is, in this place, to be conſidered only 


as it is connected with our religious duty, 1 


ſhall forbear to enter into any further examina- 
tion of thoſe principles which have of late been 
ſo induſtriouſly propagated, but which have 
been refuted or diſregarded by the good ſenſe 
and integrity of the nation at large. I ſhould, 


however, have conſidered myſelf as wanting to 


my duty, if I had neglected to remind you, that 
this ſentence was written for the admonition of 
ſucceeding times, by an inſpired prophet and 
the wiſeſt of mankind—My /on, fear thou the 
Lord and the King, and meddle not with them 
that are given lo change. Remember, too, that 
the words with which I conclude are not the 
injunction of a crafty politician, prompted by 
a miniſter of ſtate, but an holy apoſtle, inſpired 
by the Spirit of the Lord: Submit yourſelves 10 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ; whe- 
ther it be to the King as ſupreme, or unto governors 
as unto them that are ſent by him, for the puniſo 
ment of evil doers, and for the kJ of them 

that 
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that do well. As free and not uſing your liberty 
for a cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of 
Gop. Honour all men, love the brotherhood, fear 
Go, b2nour the King.“ 


2 x Peter, 2d chap, v. 13=17. 
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